By contrast [to the desires of the flesh]
the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness

and self-control.
There is no law against such things.
And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires.
If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
Galatians 5:22-25

Dear Friends,

Can you see the fruit of the Spirit woven in and
throughout in the ministry and mission of Houston's First
United Presbyterian Church? | have been looking back over
the calendar of events for 2006, reviewing all the activities
that have been woven into the fabric of our life together. |
can see the warp and woof threads on the loom of our regu-
lar worship services (two in the summer) and groups like our
Sunday School classes, youth groups from pre-school to
high-school, PW Circles, the bell choirs and vocal choirs, the Deacons and the
Session. These faithful groups form the stable grid of our tapestry.

Interspersed throughout the year are bright colors of special worship
events like the children’s Christmas musical and the new Family Worship on
Christmas Eve; the fairly new “third annual” Palm Sunday Cross Walk led by Ben
Wallace and Evie the donkey; and Easter Sunrise at the Woodruff Memorial Park
which has now become a community worship service with several churches par-
ticipating.

Spiritual growth has been our primary emphasis and a very uplifting AL-
PHA program in the fall of 2006 continues to start new growth groups in which
everyone is invited to participate. The Consecration Sunday stewardship educa-
tion program continues to inspire growth in the area of goodness and generosity.
You will see the Annual Report of increased pledges and increased giving sup-
porting all the ministry and mission of our congregation.

Our congregation helped lead the way to rebuilding after the floods of Hur-
ricane Ivan in September 2005. After two years, IFLTRT — the InterFaith Long
Term Recovery Team — has finally closed the books. You'll see the final treas-
urer’s report. $96,343.12 was donated through many congregations, several de-
nominations, as well as businesses and individuals for use in Canon-MacMillan
and Chartiers-Houston School Districts. The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
agency through our Washington Presbytery Mission Committee provided tens of
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thousands of dollars to us. The mission funds we have sent to share with others in need have come
back to us in our need. Local volunteers and international volunteers from Mennonite Disaster Service
worked together to help more than 54 families recover. | chaired the IFLTRT and have been over-
whelmed by the generosity and faithfulness of so many Christians who worked together. Evelyn
Scarcell was the faithful treasurer for the IFLTRT for two years, keeping tract of every penny! Thanks
you, Evie. | also thank our deacons for all their help — “street walkers” we were for the good cause of
helping our neighbors.

For me personally, 2006 included a week of mission with the PDA - Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance Agency — working with folks from Chartiers Hill Church on the bayou near Homo, Louisiana. We
put steps and porches on the family home of a senior citizen. The home had been raised up four feet on
piers in hope that any future hurricane flood waters would spare the home. It was an eye-opening ex-
perience and very gratifying to see how well organized the Presbyterian Church USA is in the efforts to
rebuild. Bill and Kathy Vogel and Thurman and Peggy Yost have also been missionaries supported by
our congregation to work in Mississippi through PDA and Washington Presbytery.

We have worshipped together, played together at the Church Picnic and Family Fun Night,
learned together at Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, and ALPHA, and worked in mission through
PDA, IFLTRT and Meals on Wheels. All of this is good, bringing spiritual growth to individuals and to our
congregation as a whole. Many are wrapped in the warm prayer blankets we continue to make and dis-
tribute.

Woven through all this activity, the most important thread of all sparkles in
shining gold and silver. It is the tread of God’'s Holy Spirit. | see the fruit of the Holy
Spirit’s present in the attitude of our congregation. As we do our work, we are more
gentle and gracious with one another. As we worship there is joy apparent in the
singing and prayers, and visible on the faces of worshippers. There is love for God
and for one another expressed in word and deed. As we bring our generous tithes
and offerings we do so with joy and faithfulness, not grumbling or complaining.
Thank you for praying with me as | have asked in the past, that the Holy Spirit fill
everyone of us. | see answered prayer in the developing tapestry of our life together in Jesus Christ our
Lord. The seed of the Spirit has been planted among us, let us continue to cultivate its growth and fruitful
harvest.

Yours in Christ’'s Service,

Souper Bowl of Caring
February 4, 2007

While millions of people enjoy the Super Bowl, countless others will be cold,
hungry and without a home. Please participate in Souper Bowl of Caring on
Sunday, February 4th. Look for the youth who will be collecting loose
change and small bills after worship. Your gifts will be sent to the Washing-
ton City Mission, now in its 66th year of serving the poor and homeless —
without discrimination — in the Blessed Name of Jesus Christ.
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The mission committee has received several acknowledgment thank you letters for contributions
made to their organizations on behalf of the congregation. Here are excerpts from some of these:

A special thank you for your generous gift to our friends at Houston Church. We cannot explain
how much it means to us and our ministry to continue to have ‘hometown” support. We so enjoyed our
visit on Thank Offering Sunday. We are blessed by having such loyal Christian friends. John Lane really
enjoyed his part in the junior sermon. We ask that you keep us in your prayers as we begin a new year.

John and Melanie Roths

Thank you for your generous gift to the Bible Release time in our school district. Sometimes at-
tendance at this program will bring a youngster to the Lord or further instill Christian values in those who
have a home church. Education does not stop at the classroom door. Through generous partners, like
your congregation, we are able to provide this learning experience. Our program begins on February 6,
2007.

Martha Domske

We appreciate and thank you for your generous donation to Interfaith Hospitality Network Contri-
bution of time and funds enable us to provide housing, feed, and work opportunities to the homeless in
our communities. Again, thank you for remembering us in your mission planning.

Susan Donnan

From Pine Springs Camp: We thank you very much for your support of our gala at Hickory
United Presbyterian Church. We held the event to partner with congregations and individuals who are
interested in providing a Christian camping experience. We look forward to seeing some of your youth
at camp next summer!

There will be additional detailed information in the Annual Report that is distributed at the Con-
gregational meeting about the distribution of mission funds. As in years past, a full tithe was transferred
from the operating contributions to the mission fund. By doing this, we believe that members are con-
tinuing to grow spiritually as individuals and as a congregation. This year the number of recipients was
narrowed down and, by doing this, a larger contribution could be sent to match the need. The Session
focused on local and regional agencies and programs. Contributions were also directed to the Presbyte-
rian Disaster Assistance programs working in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

These contributions were in addition to our annual donations to Meals on Wheels, Open door
Nursery and the chaplaincy program at Canonsburg General Hospital. We also continued to support the
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary by joining in the 1% Plan.

All loose offerings at the Christmas Eve services and all contributions in the pink Christmas enve-
lopes were sent to the Christmas Joy Fund. This program supports our retired ministers and their

spouses who have inadequate pensions and health care funds and the racial and ethnic schools sup-
ported by our denomination. The total amount was $2080.

(Continued on page 4)
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Through our unified mission pledge of $1000, we have support both the ministry and missions
of our denomination. Our contribution was divided as follows:

General Assembly 28% $280
Synod of the Trinity 9% $ 90
Washington Presbytery 63% $630

Members, through the Session, can change the proportions of the unified mission pledge each

Upcoming Presbyterian Women
Programs

WANTED!

. . Friday and Saturday, May 4 & 5, 2007 —
People to help lead Vacation Bible Women's Retreat at Sandscrest Conference
School. We are also looking for and Retreat Center in Wheeling, WV
teachers and helpers. This year’s

VBS will have a western theme. Monday, May 14th — Mother-Daughter Ban-
Please contact Libby Young at 724 quet in the Fellowship Hall

745-3138 or call the church office.

We hope that you will mark your calen-
dars and plan to join us for the above PW pro-
grams. More information on these events will
be included in next month’s newsletter.

Quilt, Needlework rﬁmd Art Spow
t t
February 16 = and 17 THE THIRTY HOUR FAMINE

If you have handmade quilts,
needlework and/or would like to
show your or your children’s artistic
talents call Peg Yost at 724 947-
5686 or David Fee at 724 873-0832
by Sunday, February 11". Categories are: quilts
(old or new), needlepoint, cross stitch, knitting,
crochet, sculpture, children’s art, photography,
painting (watercolor, oil or acrylic), drawing and
pen and ink. The exhibit will be from noon Friday, and encourage one another to make it through

th : th
Fre]:bruar.}/l 36 untllt S?k':urda%,l_ Fe_?f“?”{ 17 '$5T88 the last of the 30 hours . . . before they head out
Show Wit be open 10 the publiC. - 1ICKELS aré $o. to Eat N’ Park for their breakfast buffet! Would-

for adults and children under 12 are free. Pro- i ; -

: n't it be wonderful if every hungry person in the
ceeds go to the Parking Lot Fund. world could “break the fast’ with a buffet of
good things.

Please support the youth when they ask
for your sponsorships. Thanks!

Our Junior — Senoir High Youth Group
will be learning about hunger and experiencing
hunger of their own February 24-25. Students
will each seek sponsors to encourage them in
their 30 Hour Fast. At a Friday evening lock-in,
Cathy Cushey and assistants, will lead the
group in activities to help them consider the
problems of hunger in the USA and around the
world throughout the night. They will keep busy
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News from the Deacons

The Deacons are still selling Rada.
The next order will be sent in on March 7th.
See any Deacon for a book.

Family Fun Night will be held on
March 3, 2007 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

The Senior Spring Luncheon will be
held on Saturday, April 28, 2007 at 11:30
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We will be
honoring First United Presbyterian Church
of Houston members who have been mem-
bers for 60 consecutive years.

Habitat for Humanity of
Washington County
Home Dedication Celebration

Saturday, February 10, 2007
9:45 a.m.

Join them as they dedicate and bless
the newest Habitat homes and thank the
many volunteers, donors and partner fami-
lies that helped to make the dream of home
ownership a reality. Light luncheon and rec-
ognition ceremony will be held at 1:30 p.m.
at First United Presbyterian Church, 34 West
Wheeling Street, Washington. RSVP by
Monday, February 5th to 724 222-4340 or
info@habitatwashpa.org.

Opening to Grace Workshop

Led by Rev. Tilda Norberg, Gestalt Pastoral
Care Minister

May 17-19, 2007

Holy Ground — Sycamore, PA (50 miles
south of Pittsburgh)

If you find yourself in a “stuck place” in any
area of your life, you might want to consider participat-
ing in this workshop. It is a time where the church
gathers in a small group to attend to each other’s heal-
ing/freeing work through the melding of many streams:
Gestalt Psychotherapy, ritual, healing prayer, laying
on of hands, worship and spiritual direction. Tilda Nor-
berg has creatively developed these workshops and is
a gifted leader of this work and prayer. Check out the
website to read further at www.gestaltpastoralcare.
com.

You might want to some to observe and pray,
before and during the time we are gathered together.
Or you might feel the need to be a full participant, in
which you will be given time to be the focus of the
healing work. Either way you will be amazed at the
power of this healing ministry and will be grateful for
this opportunity.

We will begin Thursday, May 17th with a sack
supper together and close just before lunch on Satur-
day, May 19th. The cost is $300 for full participant
and $175 for observer-intercessor (includes entire
costs).

For further information please contact Betty
Voigt at Holy Ground Hermitage at 724 852-4233.

Taters and Talent Night — Saturday, February 17, 20 07

Baked Potato with all the fixins’ from the Potato Bar
Talent Show
Intermission with make your own Ice Cream Sundaes
Dinner: 6:30 p.m. Show: 7:00 p.m.

Tickets sold in advance: $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children
Proceeds benefit the Parking Lot Fund
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A Special Christmas Thank You

We have been blessed with four special people in our
church home and with two more who are not able to come
out. These special people were sent to us for a reason.
God knows what we need not what we want. They help to
keep us humble and thankful.

| want to say a big THANK YOU to all of you who in some
way may have helped. It may have been as simple as a
smile, handshake, a hug or maybe to find the page in the
song book. If you helped with Christmas for them, | want
to say thank you. There truly is a great rejoicing when we
do something for the least of these, and we are all God's
children.

Once again, thank you. God bless and Happy New Year.

Your friend in Christ,
Maryann Clark
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Saturday, February 3
Sunday, February 4

Tuesday, February 6
Friday, February 9
Saturday, February 10
Sunday, February 11
Monday, February 12
Friday, February 16
Saturday, February 17

Sunday, February 18
Tuesday, February 20

FEBRUARY 2007 CHURCH CALENDAR

7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Rev. Michael Weller, Missionary from Ethiopia
12:00 p.m. Annual Meeting

2:00-3:00 p.m. Release Time at Cross Roads
6:30 p.m. Christian Education

7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting

6:00 to 10:30 p.m. Emmaus in Fellowship Hall
8:30 a.m. Officer Training

Rev. Rod Weiss, Guest Minister

12:00 p.m. Discovery Class

1:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Adventurer’'s Bedtime Pajama Story Hour
March newsletter articles due in office

Lunch and Quilt/Art Show

7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Lunch and Quilt/Art Show

6:30 p.m. Taters and Talent Night

12:00 p.m. Discovery Class

7:00 p.m. Session Meeting

Wednesday, February 21 Ash Wednesday

Thursday, February 22
Friday, February 23 to

Saturday, February 24

Sunday, February 25
Tuesday, February 27

Wednesdays, February 7, 14 and 28
7:00 p.m. Bells

8:00 p.m. Choir

Wednesdays, February 7, 14, 21 and 28
10:00 a.m. Mommie and Me

Thursdays, February 1,

6:30 p.m. After

Pancakes and Communion

Explorers at Ash Wednesday service

9:00 a.m. MOW Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast
Youth 30 Hour Famine

12:00 p.m. Discovery Class
1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle

8,15 and 22

“When | said | wanted to fill the pews,
ALPHA I didn’t mean us personally.”

Winter Weather Advisory
Y i DEADLINE
- Worship will be held at
The deadline for articles for the March 2007 First UP Church

newsletter is Friday, February 16. Please

leave any articles you

or you may email them to the church. Thank you for your

cooperation.

regardless of the
weather. Please use
your best judgment in
deciding if you should
go out.

may have on the secretary’s desk
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN FEBRUARY 2007

Deacon Greeters:

February 4
February 11
February 18

February 25

Elder Greeters:
February 4

February 11

February 18

February 25

Money Counters:
John Jones

GREETERS

Jeff Paxton
Nancy Ward

Ruth Baxter
Alice Peterson

Virginia Rockwell
Mary Skirpan

Lala Patsch
Inez Patsch

Rev. CJE (GH)
Carole Borda (GV)
Cathy Cushey (MH)
Gloria Schmalz (MV)

Rob Smith (GH)
Rev. CJE (GV)
Peg Yost (MH)
David Fee (MV)

Thelma Mitchell (GH)
Sandy Wallace (GV)
Rev. CJE (MH)
Thurman Yost (MV)

Jonnie Swarow (GH)
Kathi Putorti (GV)
Buddy Jeffers (MH)
Rev. CJE (MV)

Susan Stonebraker

Liturgist: Grier Adamson
Adult Ushers:
February 4 list was not available
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February 11

February 18

February 25

Acolytes:

Nursery Workers:

February 4

February 11

February 18

February 25

Scott McFarland
Jessica Young

Tricia Fee
David Fee

Tina Colletti
Jami Craig

Patty Scott
Shannon Scott

Toni Hoover
Derek Hoover

Sound System Operator:

February 4

February 11
February 18
February 25

list was not

available

Snow Removal (sidewalks):

February 4
February 11
February 18

February 25

Rob Smith
Bill Vogel
Adam Johnston

Leon Young
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The Power Team Crusade
Covenant Center,
Hickory UP Church
Wednesday—Sunday,
February 7-11
7:00 p.m.

The Power Team is a group of world
class athletes who are world class speakers,
performing feats of strength to enthuse, as-
tound and grab the attention of their audi-
ences. They deliver a motivating message of
hope in Jesus Christ, that is relevant to eve-
ryone young and old, single and families.
They use their unique gifts of strength to pro-
claim the Gospel Message. The Power
Team are athletes who have performed the
world’s greatest exhibitions of power,
strength, speed, inspiration and motivation in
every state and in over 40 countries for al-
most 30 years.

The various members of The Power
Team are among America’s most sought af-
ter speakers, encouraging people to live a
life of excellence and challenging them to be
the best that they can be. The Power Team
has an unparalleled history, with proven ef-
fective methods, that churches, corporations,
cities and organizations utilize to draw peo-
ple from all walks of life reaching their com-
munities with powerful, life-changing mes-
sages of hope and inspiration.

The goal of the Power Team, and
ours as Christians, is to bring the lost sheep
to the Good Shepherd. Their message is the
message of Jesus Christ to a hurting world.
This crusade is an opportunity for us to share
the Gospel and bring the unchurched and
hurting world in the shadow of our steeples,
to the feet of Jesus.

Each evening performance will be dif-
ferent, with the addition of some amazing
surprises on Friday and Saturday, and con-
cluding with the Grand Finale on Sunday
evening. There will be a $2.00 donation at
the door and a free will offering nightly. For
directions and more information go to www.
hickoryUP.org or call the Hickory UP Church
at 724 356-4424. You can also visit the
Power Team’s website at www.
thepowerteam.com.
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THANK YOU NOTES
From Dawn Dovey:

Thank you for cards, prayers and kind-
nesses to her and her family through various ill-
nesses. Thank you from her nephew, Scott
Logan, in the Army serving in Iraq for the Christ-
mas care package from the Deacons.

From Jaime Toth:

Thank you for the prayers and well
wishes. Everything was greatly appreciated.

Washington City Mission’s
13th Annual Sweet Sunday
Dessert Festival
Sunday, February 11, 2007
2:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Hilton Garden Inn at Southpointe

Delicious desserts, live music all day,
kids korner, teen mania and ticket
auction. Pre-sale tickets are available
4 at the Mission or McMurray Dairy Bar

for $3.00. Admission at the door is
$4.00. Children under 3 are admitted
free.
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6:30 p.m. Pancake Supper
7:00 p.m. Communion Service

“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”



