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A Unique Worship Experience Offered this Maundy Thu rsday 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
           The four gospels of the New Testament tell the stories of Jesus’ 
life and ministry from four different perspectives for different audiences.  
when we compare these gospels we find there are different events and 
lessons related in each gospel and a different chronology or time table of 
events.  The variety combined gives us a rich and deep picture of the life 
and ministry of our Lord Jesus.  All four gospels include the account of 
Jesus’ baptism at the start of his ministry.  The most commonality shines 
through in all four accounts of the last days of Jesus’ earthly life, his 
death and resurrection.  All four gospels speak of the Last Supper Jesus 
shared with his disciples.  Matthew, Mark and Luke tell of the institution of 
the Lord’s Supper as Jesus broke the bread and passed the cup.  One of 
the unique stories that appears only in the Gospel of John tells of Jesus 
washing the disciples’ feet at the Last Supper. 
 
           Our Bible lesson is John 13:1-20.  Jesus and the disciples had 
gathered for dinner before the festival of the Passover.  No servant 
washed their feet as was the custom.  Instead, Jesus rose from the table, 
girded himself with a towel, poured water into a basin and began washing 
their feet.  Peter objected!  “You will never wash my feet!”  Jesus replied, 
“Unless I wash you, you will have no share with me.”  Then Peter wanted 
Jesus to wash him from head to toe.  As Jesus returned to the table, he 
explained what he had done and gave it significance. 
 

“Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and 
Lord — and you are right, for that is what I am.  So if, I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.  For I have set you an example, that you also 
should do as I have done to you.  Very truly I tell you, servants are 
not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 
one who sent them.  If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them.”    (John 13:12-17) 
 

Jesus commanded his disciples to wash one another’s feet and he set 
the example. 
 
           Christians through the ages have found worship that includes foot 
washing to be a deeply moving service.  We remember our baptism and  

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

 
receive again the cleansing for our sin which we most desire.  Maundy Thursday worship com-
memorates the Last Supper with a communion service we call The Lord’s Supper.  The Session 
and I would like to extend an invitation to you to participate in a special Foot Washing Service 
prior to our regular Communion Service in the sanctuary.  Those who choose to attend will meet 
in the Family Room at 6:30 p.m. and then go to the sanctuary for the Maundy Thursday Service at 
7:00 p.m.  Please tell Rev. CjE that you plan to attend so that we can make sure there is room for 
everyone who wishes to take part.  We will use good hygiene with individual washcloths.  We will 
not reuse water.  Please, wear shoes and socks that you can remove easily. 
 
           It will take some thought and preparation to participate in this service!  We, like Peter, may 
be horrified at the thought of washing one another’s feet.  But remember Jesus’ admonition, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.”  It is an act of humility to have one’s feet washed.  It 
is an act of humble service to wash the feet of another in Jesus’ name.  The Good News of the 
Gospel which is extended to “everyone” is made personal in this worship service. 
 

                     Yours in Christ’s Service, 
                     ���������	
��
  

 

We inform you with regret and saddened 
hearts that The Rev. Dr. John Rankin, pas-
tor emeritus at the First Presbyterian 
Church, California and Stated Supply at 
the Roscoe Presbyterian Church, entered 
into Kingdom triumphant on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 24, 2008. John also served the Mt. 
Prospect and Mt. Pleasant Churches in 
Hickory (now merged as the Hickory 
United Presbyterian Church). He served 
Washington Presbytery as moderator in 
1995 as well sat on many presbytery com-
mittees. A Memorial Service will be held on 
Saturday, March 29 at 2:00 p.m. at Center 
in the Woods, Rt. 88, between Brownsville 
and California.  Please continue to keep 
the Rankin family in your prayers.  Mrs. 
Barbara Rankin’s address is 114 6th Ave-
nue, Brownsville, PA  15417 

Prayers and Concerns for  
March and April 

 
            As many of you are aware, Patti Nagy 
and Marianne Blough will be going to Gulfport, 
Mississippi, the last week of April as part of a 
PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance) relief 
team of 48 members.  Pastor Gary Gibson of 
Presbyterian Senior Care is organizing the trip.   
 
            Patti and Marianne are requesting your 
prayers for this trip.  Also, they will be accept-
ing Lowes and Home Depot gift cards in 
amounts of $25 to $50 to give to the families to 
help them as they continue to put their lives 
back together. 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
             
 
 
 
            This year, while many congregations receive One Great Hour of Sharing for the sixtieth time, the 
Offering remains a vital and evolving part of Presbyterian mission.  All three programs our gifts support are 
exploring new patterns of ministry.  The Presbyterian Hunger Program’s Joining Hands Against Hunger 
links congregations and presbyteries in the U.S. with overseas networks of churches and community 
groups to work for peaceful social change.  Internationally, Self-Development of People is focusing on 
fewer countries but in a deeper way in order to develop a critical mass for positive change.  Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance is focusing on the long-term spiritual and emotional toll disasters can take on commu-
nities and finding new ways to help those communities draw on the resources of the whole church. 
 
            Yet One Great Hour of Sharing’s mission remains the same:  we walk toward recovery and whole-
ness with those whose lives have been shattered by disaster; we stand with communities facing the slower 
crises of hunger, disease, unemployment, and environmental degradation that make them vulnerable even 
before disasters strike.  In sharing resources with people in need around the world, we witness God’s love 
in action in their lives, and feel it moving in our own. 
 

 
Palm Sunday — March 16, 2008 

 
 
 



Page 4 The Heavenly Herald 

BUILDINGS AND PROPERTIES 
2007 ANNUAL SUMMARY 

 
 

The following major projects were completed in 2007 out of the funds allocated to the Buildings and Prop-
erties Fund, the Operating Fund, and the Reserve Fund. 
 
� Sealed both parking lots and re-painted the parking lines and handicap areas ($3,900). 
� Purchased new Floor Buffer for Church ($1,190)  
� Purchase new Commercial Sweeper for Church ($299) 
� Replaced roof on the manse garage. ($786) 
� Replaced roof over Fellowship Hall ($17,775) 
� Replaced hot water heaters at Church ($1,250) 
� Complete removal of 6 trees at Church and the manse ($4,695). 
� Complete pruning of 9 remaining trees at Church and the manse ($2,609). 
� Repair of porch roofs and box gutters at manse ($2,200) 
� Replaced exterior lighting on the Church ($550) 
 
Looking forward, the following items are issues that we to be aware of and address in the next few years. 
 
� Replacement of Chapel Roof.  The slate shingles on the Chapel Roof continue to be in    
                       need of repair or complete replacement.  Many individual pieces of slate are missing and 
                       the remaining slate pieces are continuing to fracture and deteriorate.  The nails that hold the 
                       slate shingles in place have worked their way through the slate and in many cases are    
                       missing.  The roof leaks in numerous places. 
 

� Replacement of the Sanctuary Roof.  The Sanctuary Roof is in very poor condition.  It was 
                       last replaced in 1987.  We continue to repair this roof on an ongoing basis as sections of 
                       shingles are blown off the roof after each significant windstorm.  This past year we had    
                       missing shingles replaced on 3 separate occasions.  We will have to address this situation 
                       in the very near future and completely replace the Sanctuary Roof. 
 
� Replacement of the casement windows in the Fellowship Hall, the kitchen and the second 
                       floor Sr/Jr High meeting rooms. 
 

� Plaster Repairs in the Church and at the manse. 
 

� Exterior painting of Church including the Bell Tower louvers, the Stained Glass window trim, 
                       and all the exterior doors and trim. 
 

Thanks to all the members of the Properties Committee for their tireless efforts in maintaining our Church 
and our Church properties.    
 

PARKING LOTS FUND  
 
WE DID IT.  GREAT JOB.   
 

We paid the Parking Lot Fund off in 2007.  Thanks to you and your continued financial support over the 
past three years and your special project efforts, we were able to completely close out the Parking Lot 
Fund. 
                                                                                                                     Buddy Jeffers, Chairperson  

                                                                                                           Properties Committee  
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2007 STEWARDSHIP SUMMARY 
 
In 2007 the Stewardship Committee continued the alternative “envelopes by mail” system to match the 
faithful giving preferences of some of our members.  Members who express their intent to contribute on a 
monthly or quarterly schedule receive the alternative “envelopes by mail” contribution form.  Pre-numbered 
box envelopes are still available to those members whose preference is to contribute in the traditional 
weekly manner.  By offering an alternative giving method, we are able to save the printing costs on the 
pre-numbered box envelopes.  
 
Each year when we place the pre-numbered box envelope order, we must inform the printing company of 
the Per Capita envelope amount.  Since we do not know the Per Capita amount until late in the operating 
year, we establish a rounded fixed amount on the Per Capita envelope that approximates the projected 
Per Capita amount for the next year.  In doing so, and placing the pre-numbered box envelope order early 
in the current operating year, we experience a significant savings in the printing cost per envelope box.  
The rounded Per Capita amount for 2008 is $24.50. 
 
Washington Presbytery has made it possible to redirect the percentage portion of per capita normally des-
ignated for the General Assembly to another approved Presbyterian mission agency.  The Session will 
honor an individual member’s written request to redirect this percentage portion of their annual per capita.  
 
 

2007 CONSECRATED STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN SUMMARY 
 
In 2007 we celebrated the fourth year in our continued journey of spiritual growth through Consecration 
Stewardship.  For the past four years we have focused our Church’s stewardship goals to expanding our 
own individual spiritual growth by committing a percentage of our financial resources to the Lord and His 
work throughout our congregation and in our community. 
   
In the fall of 2002 we received 38 estimate of giving pledges from our membership with a total financial 
commitment of $53,600.  This financial commitment represented 32% of the required operating fund contri-
butions necessary to meet the 2003 budgeted operating fund obligations.    In the fall of 2003, we received 
46 estimate of giving pledges from our membership with a total financial commitment of $74,752.  This fi-
nancial commitment represented 46% of the required operating fund contributions necessary to meet the 
2004 budgeted operating fund obligations. 
 
In the fall of 2004 we began our journey of renewed spiritual growth through a program focused on Conse-
cration Stewardship, where we as Christians take the opportunity to plan and then celebrate the formal 
consecration of our financial commitment to the Lord and His work through our Church for the following 
year.  Through a series of weekly speakers who shared with us their thoughts, experiences and vision on 
the importance of planned and committed giving, we were presented with information that brought the 
awareness to our membership of the spiritual need to make this formal annual financial commitment. We 
celebrated this first year of Consecration Stewardship with an immediate increase in the commitment of 
our congregation through an increase in the total number of estimate of giving pledges to 74 and an in-
crease of total financial commitment to $121,968.  This financial commitment represented 74% of the re-
quired operating fund contributions necessary to meet the 2005 budgeted operating fund obligations.  
 
 In the fall of 2005, we journeyed through our second year of Consecration Stewardship and congrega-
tional awareness to planned giving.  At the conclusion of the Consecration Stewardship period, we cele-
brated with a slight decrease in the total number of estimate of giving pledges to 70, but an overall in-
crease of total financial commitment to $138,676.  This financial commitment represented 81% of the re-
quired operating fund contributions necessary to meet the 2006 budgeted operating fund obligations. 
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In the fall of 2006 we again celebrated the conclusion of our third year of Consecration Stewardship with 
an increase in the total number of estimate of giving pledges to 83, and an overall increase of total finan-
cial commitment to $151,445.  This financial commitment represented 85% of the required operating fund 
contributions necessary to meet the 2007 budgeted operating fund obligations. 
 
This past fall we concluded and celebrated our fourth year in Consecration Stewardship.  Through the end 
of the year we have received a total of 64 estimate of giving pledges with a total financial commitment of 
$135,560.  This represents 75% of the required operating fund contributions necessary to meet the 2008 
proposed operating fund obligations. The participation results of this past fall’s stewardship campaign are 
significant in comparison to where we were as a congregation in 2002.  However, in comparison with the 
results of the 2006 campaign, the 2007 results are down by 10%.  Receiving the financial commitments 
through your estimate of giving responses is the fundamental basis for informed preparation of the 2008 
operating fund budget.     
 
The annual consecration and celebration of our estimate of individual giving has served our Church quite 
well the past three years.  We have experienced operating reserves each year due in large part to our 
membership’s response and participation to the annual Consecration Stewardship campaign and their fol-
low-up financial commitment of their estimates of giving. 
 
If you completed an estimate of giving card in the past and you have not done so for 2008, please recon-
sider and submit one at the earliest opportunity. If you’ve never completed an estimate of giving card in the 
past, please consider doing so for 2008.  The act of submitting an annual estimate of giving amount as our 
financial commitment to the Lord’s work is an important step in our personal spiritual growth journey.  
Maintaining the giant strides we have taken over the past few years in stewardship awareness, while con-
tinuing to improve in membership participation, will substantially strengthen our Church financially for fu-
ture years to come. 
 
It is never too late to submit an estimate of giving.  By submitting an estimate of giving you are consecrat-
ing your personal giving goal.  Establish a goal that is financially realistic and is meaningful to you and your 
personal spiritual relationship with the Lord and His work here through our Church.  Once you begin to par-
ticipate in consecration stewardship, discipline yourself to continue your participation every year.   Make 
the consecration of your estimate of giving an important event on your Christian calendar.  Keep track of 
your actual giving and compare it to your estimate of giving on a monthly or quarterly basis.  Challenge 
yourself to stay current with your giving and meet your consecrated giving goal. 
 
Planning and establishing your estimate of giving goal is an important step each year in our continued 
spiritual growth as members of this congregation.  “Estimate of Giving” cards are always available through 
the church office or in the vestibules at the back of the Church.  If you can’t locate an “Estimate of Giving” 
card, you can just include a note in your giving envelope or place it in a pew dove envelope.  If you don’t 
want to formally submit an estimate of giving, that’s okay, but still take the time to think about it and set a 
giving goal.  Write it down and refer to it on a regular basis to remind yourself of your planned goal for the 
year.         
  
Thanks to everyone for your continued financial support.  Together we can meet great challenges. 

 
2007 Stewardship Committee 
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BUDGET AND FINANCE 
2007 ANNUAL SUMMARY 

 
 

2007 resulted in the fourth consecutive successful financial operating year for our Church.  In order to 
make your review of the enclosed financial information more informative, the Budget & Finance Committee 
would like to offer the following comments.  
 
� 2007 Operating Offerings (Operating, Per Capita, Initial & Christmas) were $190,959 com-
pared to $188,785 in 2006 and $180,200 in 2005. We need annual operating offerings of at least  
$182,000 in 2008 to meet our proposed budgeted 2008 Operating Fund commitments.  Thanks to the 
faithful response and consistent giving from the congregation in operating contributions in 2007, along with 
the continued monitoring and budgeting of operating expenses, we will be heading into 2008 with a healthy 
operating reserve.  Having an operating reserve to draw upon when the need arises is an important aspect 
of the financial planning for our Church.   For example, in 2007 the Session voted to move $25,000 of our 
substantial Operating reserve to the Buildings & Property Project Fund to complete some very necessary 
repair and maintenance projects.  These prior year reserve funds went to pay for the complete replace-
ment of the Fellowship Hall roof ($17,775), the complete sealing and line painting of both parking lots 
($3,900) and the complete removal of six trees at the Church and the manse ($4,695).  Although our goal 
is to maintain a reserve fund of approximately 10% of the annual operating budget, we also recognize the 
need to utilize these reserve funds in a responsible manner for other necessary Church projects without 
requesting special fund raising from the congregation. 
  
Following is a five-year annual summary of our Church’s fixed operating expenses.  These fixed responsi-
bilities represent approximately 80% of the total annual operating expenses (excluding Mission Fund trans-
fers).  For the most part we have very little control over these types of expenses.  The costs associated 
with operating our Church and providing the many spiritual opportunities to our members and the commu-
nity is dependent on the continued financial gifts from our congregational hearts.     
 
� Natural Gas Consumption Summary (Church) 
                        
                       Year                                                                                                 Total Paid        
                       2003 (12/02-11/03)                                                                           $  6,333          

           2004 (12/03-11/04)                                                                           $10,419          
           2005 (12/04-11/05)                                                                           $11,800          
           2006 (12/05-11/06)                                                                           $12,316 

                       2007 (12/06-11/07)                                                                           $10,729 
                       2008 (Budget)                                                                                   $12,000 
 
The natural gas consumption costs for the Church continue to be our largest single bill.  Winter tempera-

tures and utility production costs have a direct impact on this expense.  Each year it is impossible 
to accurately predict the total costs during the budget process.  We are at the mercy of multiple fac-
tors and we can only pray for mild winters and ample gas supplies. 

 
� Other Utilities (Electric, Manse Gas, Water, Sewage, Trash Removal, Pest Control) 
                        
                       Year                           Church                         Manse                        Total Paid                   
                       2003                           $7,538                         $3,016                        $10,554 
                       2004                           $6,805                         $3,574                        $10,379 
                       2005                           $5,853                         $4,100                        $  9,953 
                       2006                           $6,601                         $4,650                        $11,251 
                       2007                           $7,017                         $4,844                        $11,861 
                       2008 (Budget)             $6,850                         $4,800                        $11,650 
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� Office Equipment (Copier, Risograph, & Telephone System Leases) 
                        
                       Year                           Equipment                  Maintenance              Total Paid                   
                       2003                           $4,487                         $1,086                        $5,573 
                       2004                           $4,513                         $1,584                        $6,097 
                       2005                           $4,487                         $   674                        $5,161 
                       2006                           $5,973                         $   498                        $6,471 
                       2007                           $6,478                         $   828                        $7,306 
                       2008 (Budget)             $6,280                         $   800                        $7,080 
 
� Insurance (Church) 
                        
                       Year                           Property & Liability      Workers Comp           Total Paid        
                       2003                           $6,456                         $   909                        $7,365 
                       2004                           $7,103                         $   484                        $7,587 
                       2005                           $7,290                         $1,059                        $8,349 
                       2006                           $7,412                         $1,022                        $8,434 
                       2007                           $8,148                         $1,062                        $9,210 
                       2008 (Budget)             $8,650                         $1,150                        $9,800 
 
� Salaries (Church) 
                        
                       Year                           Salaries & FICA          Healthcare & Pension Total Paid                   
                       2003                           $84,876                                 $10,907          $95,783 
                       2004                           $79,950                                 $11,796          $91,746 
                       2005                           $77,130                                 $12,453          $89,583           
                       2006                           $78,388                                 $12,936          $91,324 
                       2007                           $80,713                                 $13,554          $94,267 
                       2008 (Budget)             $73,675                                 $13,900          $87,575 
 
� Per Capita 
                        
                       Year                                                                                                 Total Paid                   
                       2003                                                                                                 $10,553 
                       2004                                                                                                 $  9,935 
                       2005                                                                                                 $  9,500 
                       2006                                                                                                 $  9,032 
                       2007                                                                                                 $  9,460 
                       2008 (Budget)                                                                                   $10,025 
 
� Total Annual Fixed Costs 
                        
                       Year                                                                                                 Total Paid                   
                       2003                                                                                                 $140,247 
                       2004                                                                                                 $135,586 

2005                                                                                                $134,349 
2006                                                                                                $138,828 

                       2007                                                                                                 $142,833 
                       2008 (Budget)                                                                                   $138,130 
 
 
                                                                                                         Buddy Jeffers                                    
                                                                                              Budget & Finance Committee 



Page 9 The Heavenly Herald 

           The Youth Group would like to thank everyone that sponsored us, or helped 
out with the 30 Hour Famine this year and Buddy Jeffers for teaching us how to play 
dart ball. 
 
           11 youth group members stayed overnight at the church and went 30 hours 

without eating anything! This was to help us understand how it feels to be truly hungry.  We learned that a 
child dies from starvation somewhere in the world every 6 seconds.  That’s almost every time you take a 
breath! 
 
            It was very different for us than for some of the people in underdeveloped countries, because we 
knew we would be able to eat the next day. Many people are hungry and they really don’t know when they 
will get their next meal or even IF they’ll get their next meal.  Rev. CJ made us pancakes and eggs and 
Debbie McFarland brought bacon and cheesy potatoes for us, but we first we got to taste the “mush” that 
the starving children would get for their meal.  It makes you realize how fortunate you really are.  
 
            During the famine, we made Easter crosses to be distributed to those participating in the Meals on 
Wheels program, learned how to make the communion bread, set up tables and scrubbed the potatoes for 
the Taters and Talent show.  We led the Jr. Sermon on Sunday, sharing our experiences with the children 
and teaching them about hunger around the world.   
 
            As a result of your donations we were able to raise $2110 this year!  It’s hard to believe the effect 
just a few dollars can have on a person’s life.  This money will feed and care for 10 children for 6 months! 
Thanks again for encouraging us and for helping feed hungry children.  You’ve definitely made a differ-
ence! 
             
                                                                                  The FUPCH Youth Group 

Commissioned Lay Pastor Training 
 
           The Committee on Preparation for Ministry is organizing a class for commissioned lay pastor 
training.  Over the past decade Commissioned Lay Pastors have played a vital role in the spiritual de-
velopment of congregations.   Whether they have served congregations providing worship leadership 
and pastoral care, served on a staff with a particular ministry assignment, or served within their own 
congregations as teachers and leaders, those who have participated in this training have deepened 
their understanding of scripture, the reformed faith, and the church as the body of Christ. 
 
           At this time we have received news of about a dozen persons from congregations within the 
presbytery who feel led to explore being part of a class for CLP training.  Several qualified persons 
have expressed interest in teaching and leading the class. 
 
           The purpose of this letter is to make sure everyone has the opportunity to hear about the or-
ganization of the class and the goal to launch it in 2008. 
 
           There will be an orientation and information session on Thursday, April 24th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Presbytery Center in Eighty Four. 
 
           Please contact the Presbytery Office (724 222-1500 or washpresby@yahoo.com), or Rev. Don 
Austin at Chartiers Hill United Presbyterian Church (724 746-1330) for more information or if you are 
interested. 
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Chronic Pain Devotion 
 
Luke 22:42..."Father, if Thou art willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Thine be done." 
In the Old Testament, the cup is often used as the symbol of divine wrath against sin. On the very  
next day, Jesus Christ would bear the sins of many and the fullness of divine wrath would fall on His 
shoulders. This was the price of sin that He, Jesus, bore and He paid it in full. His cry of anguish  
in Matt. 27 ("My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?") expresses the extreme level of bitter-
ness of the cup of wrath He was given.  However, this does not imply that there was any conflict be-
tween the will of the Father and the will of the Son. It was a perfectly normal expression of His human-
ity that He would shrink from the cup of divine wrath. Those of us who experience pain on a daily ba-
sis have some of the same normal expressions as we live our humanity. But even though the cup was 
ugly and painful beyond perception, He willingly took it, because it was the will of the Father.  
 
Have you ever wondered if what you are experiencing is the will of the Father? Is it possible that there 
is something or someone at work producing something far greater than your comfort from pain? I  
experience pain that, at some times, literally brings me to tears and still I know that there are others 
out there in far worse shape than I am. I want so strongly, to follow the will of the Father, no matter  
how much is hurts. What we see in this prayer is that Jesus was consciously, deliberately, and volun-
tarily turning over all of His human desires to the Father's perfect will. So there was no conflict  
between the Father and the Son, or between the deity of Christ and His human desires. I see so much 
more of the Father in my life when I turn "my desires" over to His will.  
 
Today, you are reading this devotion and you don't know how to get the hurt to stop and the peace to 
flow within your spirit. The level of pain is so intense you cannot concentrate on Jesus or the Father  
or spiritual matters at all. You need to close your eyes and allow the next verse (22:43..."Then an an-
gel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him.") to minister to you. Realize that your situation  
may have far reaching consequences to others as they see you carry your cross. I'm not speaking "out 
of school." I know exactly what I am talking about and have a pretty good idea of what you are feeling.  
You can't fix it. So why not ask God to comfort you while you experience it? You'll be blessed and so 
may someone else. 
 
I pray that God would be just the ointment you need today.  
 
Dave 
 
About the Author 
-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 
Dave Stallings lives in Phoenix , Arizona with his wife of 36 years, Barbara, who also suffers a serious 
Fibromyalga and MCS, and their dog, Captain Jack…along with their kids and grand kids ! Dave is a  
semi-retired pastor and loves to blog on his personal web page since being diagnosed with Stage IV 
incurable non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma two and a half years ago...his motto is "It is what it is and God is 
not surprised"….his website is www.nowwhut.org and his blog is www.nowwhataz.blogspot.com, and 
he can be reached by email at mailto:dstallings2@qwest.net. 
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New Theatre in Canonsburg 
 
Shirley Pohl and her husband Jude have moved their 
theatrical productions to nearby Canonsburg.  At the in-
vitation of the borough, they will be presenting musicals, 
murder mysteries and other special events at the 
Canonsburg Senior Center on Pike Street. 
 
Some of the shows already scheduled for this year are: 
 
            Murder in Canonsburg — March 29 & 30 
            Celebrate America — April 12 & 13 
            Groovin’ Thru the ‘60’s — May 3 thru 18 
            Canonsburg Legends — July 19 thru August 10 
            Movie Mayhem — October 4 thru 19 
            A Canonsburg Christmas — November 29 thru  
                                                          December 14 
 
If you’re looking for a fun evening close to home, this 
may be just the ticket.  For more information, call Shirley 
or Jude at 724 746-1178. 

Women’s Annual Retreat 
 
Women, Mark your calendars 
Our annual women's retreat at Sand-
screst is coming soon.  May 2nd, and 3rd. 
More information to follow next month, but if 
you would like to discuss this with anyone 
now, please call Esther Kusic at 
724.745.5474 

Books & Bread 
a new and exciting book study group 

April 2, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. at Panera Bread 
 
           There are so many wonderful books to be read and once you find one, don’t you want to 
share it with someone?!  Here’s a wonderful opportunity to sit down with friends, share a light meal 
and discuss some of the best books around.  Our first book selection is “Three Cups of Tea”, writ-
ten by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin, … One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace … One 
School at a Time.  This is the astonishing, uplifting story of a real-life Indiana Jones and his re-
markable humanitarian campaign in the Taliban’s backyard. 
 
           This book study is sponsored by the Hunger Action Enabler and the cost of your book will 
be fully reimbursed at the first gathering!  “Three Cups of Tea” can be purchased at most book 
stores, including Target.  If you purchase the book online at the following website, 7% of the pur-
chase will go toward a girls’ education scholarship fund in Pakistan and Afghanistan (www.
threecupsoftea.com). 
 
           The first group meeting will be Wednesday, April 2nd at 5:00 p.m. at Panera Bread, Trinity 
Circle.  Come prepared to discuss at least a portion of the book.  Please join us for a great book 
and some great bread!  Call Becky or Jeanne at the presbytery office for more info or to let us 
know you’re interested.  The number is 724 222-1500. 
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Lunch and a Movie 
 
           On March 9th, fol-
lowing the morning worship 
service, the Nurturing Com-
mittee will be having another 
Lunch and a Movie.  The 
movie that we will be show-
ing is “The Passion of the 
Christ”.  A profound story of 
courage and sacrifice de-
picting the final twelve hours 
in the life of Jesus Christ. 
 
            We will be serving 
soup and sandwiches and 
asking for donations for des-
serts.  Bring a chair, pillow 
or blankets as we watch this 
touching story. 
 
            Call the church office 
to let us know how many 
people will be attending. 



MARCH 2008 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, March 2                   9:30 a.m. Children’s Choir in Chapel 
                                              2:00 p.m. Chancel Choir to Presbyterian Senior Care 
                                              6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Tuesday, March 4                  7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting 
Sunday, March 9                   9:30 a.m. Children’s Choir in Chapel 
                                              12:00 p.m. Lunch and a Movie — “The Passion of the Christ” in the  
                                                                                  Fellowship Hall 
                                              6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Monday, March 10                 6:00-7:30 p.m. Explorers 
Friday, March 14                   April newsletter articles due in office 
Sunday, March 16                 Palm Sunday 
                                              9:30 a.m. Children’s Choir in Chapel — Children’s Choir sings in church 
                                              2:00 p.m. Cross Walk 
Tuesday, March 18                7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
Thursday, March 20              6:30 p.m. Foot Washing in Family Room 
                                              7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
Friday, March 21                   Good Friday, Office Closed 
Sunday, March 23                 Easter Sunday 
                                              7:00 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service at Woodruff Memorial Park 
                                              11:00 a.m. Communion 
Monday, March 24                 Office Closed 
Tuesday, March 25                1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle 
Saturday, March 29               6:00-9:00 p.m. Family Fun Night at Chartiers-Houston High School Gym 
Sunday, March 30                 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 
 
Wednesdays, March 5, 12, 19 and 26 
            6:45 p.m.  Bells 
            8:00 p.m. Choir 
 
Wednesdays, March 5, 12, 19 and 26 
            10:00 a.m.   Mommie and Me 
 
Thursdays, March 6, 13, and 27 
            7:00 p.m.  Spiritual Gifts Bible Study in Family Room 

Page 13 The Heavenly Herald 

DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for articles for the April 2008 
newsletter is Friday, March 14.  Please leave 

any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you 
may email them to the church.  Thank you for your coop-
eration. 

Winter Weather Advisory 
 
Worship will be held at 
First UP Church  
regardless of the 
weather.  Please use 
your best judgment in 
deciding if you should 
go out. 
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           GREETERS 
 

 
Deacon Greeters: 
 

              
      March 2                 Jeff Paxton 
                                    Nancy Ward 
 

      March 9                 Nancy Ward 
                                    Virginia Rockwell 
 

     March 16               Janice Niemiec 
                                    Nancy Martinez 
 

      March 23               Lala Patsch 
                                    Inez Patsch 
 
      March 30               Lee Mason 
                                    Nancy Ward 
                                                

Elder Greeters: 
 
 

      March 2                 Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                    Gloria Schmalz (GV) 
                                    Thelma Mitchell (MH) 
                                    Susan Stonebraker (MV)         
 

      March 9                 Cathy Cushey (GH) 
                                    Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                    Thurman Yost (MH) 
                                    Sandy Wallace (MV) 
 
             

      March 16               Susan Stonebraker (GH) 
                                    Kristie Coppola (GV) 
                                    Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                    Grier Adamson (MV) 
 

      March 23               Gloria Schmalz (GH) 
                                    Thelma Mitchell (GV) 
                                    John Jones (MH) 
                                    Rev. CjE (MV) 
 
      March 30               Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                    David Fee (GV) 
                                    Rob Smith (MH) 
                                    Susan Stonebraker (MV) 
       
 
 

 
Money Counters: 
 

           Sandy Wallace 
           Cathy Cushey 
 
 
Liturgist:       Bob Blough 
 
 

Adult Ushers:          
 
           March 2:         Cathy Cushey 
 
           March 9          Elaine Bigler 
 
           March 16        Mike Stager 
 
           March 23 
 
           March 30        Beth Gordon 
                                    
 
 
Nursery Workers: 
 
 

      March 2                Bernadette Stager 
                                   Virginia Johnston 
 
      March 9                Elaine Bigler 
                                   Hunter Bigler 
 
      March 16              Kristin McCarty 
                                   Kristie Coppola 
 
      March 23              Jami Craig 
                                   Conner Craig 
 
      March 30              Patty Scott 
                                   Shannon Scott 
 

            

 
 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN MARCH 2008 
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News from the Deacons 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Easter Sunrise Service — Sunday, March 23, 2008 7:00 a.m. at 
Woodruff Memorial Park. 
 
Family Night — Saturday, March 29, 2008 6:00 p.m. at Char-
tiers Houston High School gym.  Please use front lobby doors. 
 
Senior Spring Luncheon — Saturday, April 26, 2008 at 11:30 a.
m. in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Church Picnic — Wednesday, August 13, 2008 5:30 to 9:00 p.
m. at North Strabane Township Park. 
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Don’t forget to 
move your 

clocks ahead 
one hour on 

March 9! 



How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupchouston@hky.com 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
 
 

Nonprofit organization 
U.S. Postage 
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Houston, PA  15342 
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 
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