Hallelujah!
Christ Is Risen!
He Is Risen Indeed!

Happy Easter My Dear Friends,

As | am writing this letter today, | am listening to The Messiah, that stirring
and inspiring Easter music by G. F. Handel. The Hallelujah Chorus celebrates the
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. When once He was dead and buried, He is
now raised to life and ascended to His heavenly throne where He rules over all
the Heavens and the earth. Hallelujah! indeed. Because He lives we shall live
also. Thanks be to God for the miracle of Easter. And thanks be to God that we
are included in that miracle of Eternal Life.

For what will it profit a person to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
Indeed, what can you give in return for your life? (Mark 8:36)

Are you happy to be alive? | hope so. What will you give in return for your
life? How will you celebrate the fact that you are alive now and for eternity?

I hope you will live your life as a life in Jesus Christ that gives Him glory
and praise. By your words in worship you give Christ glory. By the words you
choose to use in your home and in public you can speak of Jesus Christ in ways
that indicate your respect and devotion when others are ignorant, even mocking
or disrespectful. “Always be ready to give an explanation of the faith that is in
you.” By your behavior you demonstrate what is truly important to your life — more
than merely lip-service. If you take time for worship you demonstrate your values.
If you give generously without thought of being compensated, you demonstrate
your trust in God’s loving care. “Be kind to one another” is our instruction as
Christians so use your good manners both at home and in public and demon-
strate that other people matter to you and to Jesus Christ. Even when we suffer,
we are not alone because we know that Jesus suffered for us on the cross so we
can live with Him. Live joyfully with thanksgiving for Jesus’ gift each and every
day. Each and every day will be an Easter celebration.

Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake and the sake of the gospel, will save it.
(Mark 8:34-35)

Happy Easter! Christ is Risen for you.
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“WAH-HOOY"

Vacation BIBLE School Is Just Around the Corner !

Howdy, Pardner! Get out yer cowboy hats and dust off your boots, we’re goin’ out to
the Wild West.

Welcome to AVALANCHE RANCH where kids learn that “God Is Real”, that “God Is
With Us”, that “God Is Strong”, that “God Is Awesome”, and “God Is In Charge”. Vacation
Bible School will be held in June.

Helpers are needed for many different jobs, some one or two nights, some every
evening; some to be done at home and some at the church. If you can’'t be here, we also
encourage sponsorships to help cover the cost. This is our outreach mission and we don’t
want to charge a fee for the kids to come.

If you have any questions or want to help out, please call Libby Young at 745-3138 or
the church office 746-3040. Registration forms will also be on Iline at www.
houstonpresbyterian.org . If you have never attended our VBS, come give it a try! Talk to
any of our helpers from previous years and they’'ll tell you they had as much fun and learned
as much as the kids!

PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION
You can make a gift from your IRA

The new tax law, the Pension Protection Act of 2006 (PPA), now provides a gift-planning op-
portunity for owners of Traditional and ROTH IRAs. Key points to keep in mind:

The PPA gift option is available in 2006 and 2007 only.

Donors age 70 1/2 and older are eligible.

As much as $100,000 can be donated each year.

The gift must be 100% charitable. It can establish a new permanent endowment
fund or be added to an existing fund.

Your IRA administrator must send the check directly to the Presbyterian Foundation
or charitable organization to qualify.

The gift can satisfy minimum required distributions, reducing reportable income.
New Covenant Trust Company can assist you in rolling over your 401(k) or 403(b)
into an IRA to take advantage of this opportunity.

Some states may treat the IRA gift as taxable income or limit deductibility.

If you have questions or would like more details, please contact: Phillip Blake, Development
Officer, phone: 888-221-3590; email: pmb@fdn.pcusa.org
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
A Women’s Retreat — May 4-5, 2007
Topic:
“Conversations with Jesus”
Led by Linda Webster
Sandscrest Conference and Retreat Center

Uhmor's Retear” Wheeling, West Virginia Uhmer'e Reteat

After a long, cold winter, welcome spring by attending the Presbyterian Women'’s Spring Retreat
at Sandscrest. Sandscrest is an elegant estate located near Oglebay Park (a 50 minute ride from
Houston). Sandscreat is the perfect place for the person searching to relax mind, body and spirit.
So come and relax with Christian fellowship, worship, good food and peaceful surroundings.

Friday, May 4" Saturday, May 5"
5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Arrival 8:30 a.m. Breakfast
6:30 p.m. Dinner 9:15 a.m. Morning Program
7:45 p.m. Evening Program 12:30 p.m. Lunch
9:15 p.m. Evening Vespers 1:30 p.m. Afternoon Program

2:30 p.m. Closing Worship

Accommodations: Each room has two single beds and a sink. All linens are provided.
Private showers and restrooms are located on each floor.

Cost: $75.00 — includes overnight lodging for double occupancy (additional $5.00
for single room), Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast and lunch.
or
$20.00 — Saturday patrticipation only including lunch.

Brochures, including registration forms, are available in the church front vestibules and outside
the church office. Registration forms are due by April 22. Questions on the retreat can be di-
rected to Esther Kusic at 724-745-5474.

I
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AA % MOTHER — DAUGHTER BANQUET

Monday, May 14, 2007

)

womens anquet 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

W Presbyterian Women are once again sponsoring our church’s annual

Mother-Daughter Banquet which will be held on Monday, May 14, 2007
in our Fellowship Hall. A special evening is being planned that should be entertaining for
all those in attendance.

We will begin our evening at 6:00 p.m. with devotions and special music by Dana
Motte and her three daughters, Annie (14), Amelia (10) and Diana (9). Dana serves as
Christian Ed/Youth Director for McDonald Presbyterian Church. Following their opening
devotions, we will enjoy a catered meal by Kathy Caffrey featuring boneless chicken
breast with stuffing, ham loaf and all the trimmings. Also, a special children’s meal will be
available to those requesting it in advance.

Following dinner, something new is in store for our entertainment this year. Profes-
sional Magician, Lee Terbosic, will dazzle us and make us laugh. He has performed his
unique style of slight of hand and comedy at many special events across the east coast.

We hope you will plan to join us and bring along your mother, mother-in-law,
daughter, granddaughter, sister or special friend. Tickets ($10 for adults or $5 for children
age 12 and under) will soon be available from PW officers or in the church office. Since
seating will be limited in the Fellowship Hall, it is suggested that you purchase your tickets
early. Hope to see you on May 14" at the Mother-Daughter Banquet!

HURRY! HURRY! HURRY!
PINE SPRINGS CAMPING SEASON
IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER

Reservations for Pine Springs Camp’s many exciting summer adventures are filling up fast!
Recently we receive the complete schedule for all the choices and information about each
one. The entire schedule is available from the church secretary. There are camping ses-
sions for kindergarten through high school seniors graduating in 2007. There are scholar-
ship funds available. If you need more information, please check the schedule for more de-
tails to help you and your child select the right session for them. If you are requesting finan-
cial help with the costs, please send a letter to the Mission Committee with your request and
a brief letter describing your child’s participation in our programs, worship and Sunday
School. If possible, please have the child (or teenager!) submit the letter. More information
is available online at pinesprings.org.
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The Undercover Man

While greeting people after the Easter
service, a pastor was surprised to see
a member who rarely attend worship.
He asked the man to wait for him until
everyone had left.

When they were alone, the preacher
said to the man, “John, I'm so glad to
see you today. Listen, | have a request
to make of you. | want you, beginning
today, to join the army of the Lord.”

The man smiled and said, “Pastor, I'm
already in the army of the Lord.”

“Now, John,” protested the pastor,
“how can you say that? | only see you
at Easter and Christmas.”

John leaned close to the pastor and
whispered, “I'm in the Secret Service.”
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Habitat for Humanity
1st Annual “Bowl to Build”
Saturday, April 21, 2007
Alpine Club lanes
Washington, PA
Everyone Welcome!

Pick your bowling time!
10:00 a.m. or 1:30 p.m. or
5:00 p.m.

More information available online at www.
habitatwashpa.org or call Tanya at 724 986-6463
for more information.

Prizes and awards will be presented.

Why support Washington County Habitat for Hu-
manity?

To help make the unimaginable dream of home-
ownership possible for up to four families this
year!

Since 1989, WCHfH has changed the lives of 40
low income Washington County families by part-
nering with the family, volunteers and donors to
build safe, decent, affordable homes in which to
live and raise their children.

Washington County Habitat for Humanity seeks to
serve families who:

Are living in substandard or overcrowded
housing;

Are low income, but are working and have a
decent credit history;

Are willing to work hard by contributing “sweat
equity” in the building of their own and other
Habitat homes.

Habitat homes are built largely through volunteer
labor and donations of money and materials.
Homes are sold to partner families with a no-
profit, no interest mortgage and payments are
used to build still more Habitat houses!
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Jill Washabaugh 2
Jordan Simpson 3
Collin Westcott 4
Austin Cochran 4
Hunter Bigler 6
Sherry Andy 7
Cheri Mcllvaine 8
*@ Ryan Sprowrl]s | 8
Jenna Marshal 8
K Ann Steadman 9
Heather White 10
Joan Jones 11
| Kevin Cushey 11
! # Patti Nagy 12
0 Christopher Tonarelli 13
$ % & Beau Harvey 13
% ' & Blake Perry 13
George Furman 14
Jennifer Baxter 16
() & James Baxter 16
Jean Patsch 18
%% Corey Andy 18
Mary Abreu 19
James Orbich 19
Kyle Fee 19
lan Simms 19
Esther Kusic 22
Brooke Simms 22
Kristy Lesnock 23
Carmen Putorti 24
Audra Spinnenweber 25
Christopher Abreu 26
Jared Scott 26
Michelle Amos 28

“Would you please stop saying
‘| feel like I've died and gone to heaven'?”
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Sunday, April 1
Tuesday, April 3
Thursday, April 5
Friday, April 6
Saturday, April 7
Sunday, April 8
Monday, April 9
Sunday, April 15
Monday, April 16
Tuesday, April 17
Saturday, April 21
Sunday, April 22

Tuesday, April 24
Saturday, April 28

Wednesdays, April 4, 11, 18 and 25
6:45 p.m. Bells
8:00 p.m. Choir

Thursdays, April 12, 19 and 26
6:30 p.m. Thursday Evening Classes

APRIL 2007 CHURCH CALENDAR

Palm Sunday

2:00 p.m. Cross Walk

6:30 p.m. Christian Education meeting
7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting

Maundy Thursday

7:00 p.m. Communion in the Sanctuary
12:00 p.m. Community Good Friday Service at St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church
Office Closed

7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Easter Sunday

6:45 a.m. Sunrise Service at Woodruff Memorial Park

11:00 a.m. Communion

Office Closed

1:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle

6:30 p.m. Youth meeting and movie night

May newsletter articles due in office

7:00 p.m. Session meeting

7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast

11:30 a.m. Deacons’ Spring Luncheon

Youth Sunday

1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Reading of Minutes and Roll Books at Houston

<«

eration.

DEADLINE

The deadline for articles for the May 2007
newsletter is Monday, April 16. Please leave
any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you
may email them to the church. Thank you for your coop-

ok 1o
FSEND
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN APRIL 2007

Deacon Greeters:

April 1

April 8

April 15

April 22

April 29

Elder Greeters:
April 1

April 8

April 15

April 22

April 29
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GREETERS

Jeff Paxton
Nancy Ward

Lala Patsch
Inez Patsch

Alice Peterson
Mary Skirpan

Ruth Baxter
Nancy Martinez

Virginia Rockwell
Lee Mason

Carole Borda (GH)
Rev. CJE (GV)
Gloria Schmalz (MH)
Rob Smith (MV)

Jonnie Swarow (GH)
Peg Yost (GV)

Rev. CJE (MH)
David Fee (MV)

Thelma Mitchell (GH)
Susan Stonebraker(GV)
Sandy Wallace (MH)
Rev. CJE (MV)

Rev. CJE (GH)
Thurman Yost (GV)
John Jones (MH)
Kathie Putorti (MV)

Carole Borda (GH)
Rev. CJE (GV)
Gloria Schmalz (MH)
Rob Smith (MV)

Money Counters:

Cathy Cushey
Buddy Jeffers

Liturgists:

Elaine Bigler

David Fee

Adult Ushers:

April 1

April 8

April 15

April 22

April 29

Acolytes:

Nursery Workers:

April 1

April 8

April 15

April 22

April 29

Cyndi Powell
Elaine Bigler

Bernadette Stager
Mike Stager

Virginia Rockwell
Skippy

Joe Wiszczor
Amy Wiszczor

Joe Gordon
Beth Gordon

Haley Wallace
James Orbich

Jackie Orbich
James Orbich

Jami Craig
Connor Craig

Sandy Wallace
Haley Wallace

Carrie Cochran
Tonya Decker

Tricia Fee
David Fee
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”



