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Dear Friends,

Easter having been very early this year, makes it seem like we
have an extra month of spring following the glorious news of NEW LIFE
IN JESUS CHRIST! Geese are flying over head in a northerly direction;
grass is beginning to green; spring bulbs are beginning to show their new
leaves, and the first crocus have bloomed yellow and purple in the church
yard starting on Easter Sunday.

Jesus has been raised to new life and because He lives you shall
live also!

The Easter Season, which lasts fifty days until Pentecost, is our
Christian season to begin living anew. Those “New Year resolutions” of

last January may now be set in the context of faith. The New Life Jesus Mission Trip 2
makes possible is not just for a time after death, but for the present as

well. At our Easter worship services we borrowed the words of Peter Mar-
shall from his Easter prayer:
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Lead us, we pray, to the grave that is empty, into the garden of the School 4
resurrection where we may meet our risen Lord. May we never Summer Sunday
again live as if Thou were dead! School 4
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anything good matter any more? Who would you be without reference to .
Jesus Christ? Where would you be going? How would you be living your Seé‘é'S?C;he 6
life?
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The glorious Good News of Easter is that Jesus is alive. Therefore,

start now to truly live in Christ, as Jesus is calling you to live! That may
mean there are changes to be made. We human beings have a hard time
simply ceasing to do some no longer desirable act. We are much more
successful if we substitute a more desirable act for the undesirable one.
But it takes time and intentional repetition to install the new action and
bring it to the level of a “natural” behavior. Good habits require about six
to eight weeks to take hold in us. The Easter season of fifty days is seven
weeks. Imagine what you could — and should — accomplish in these very
special seven weeks toward truly living in Jesus Christ.

I HAVE LOVED
YOU WITH AN
E LASTING

| encourage you to celebrate the season of Easter by growing into

Jesus Christ who is our head, the source of authority for us who proclaim
(Continued on page 2) e

JEREMIAH 31:3



(Continued from page 1)

him Lord and Savior! Join the Spiritual Growth Group, begin a Bible study or regular prayer time;
volunteer for an on-going personal mission project. Act like Jesus is alive in you!

Happy Easter! Christ is Risen Indeed!
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of his resurrelction....

Philippians 3:70

Mission Trip to Mississippi

Members of the North Buffalo Presbyterian Church and other congregations from the
greater Washington, Pennsylvania, area will be going to Gulfport, Mississippi, from April 27
through May 3. Pastor Gary Gibson of Presbyterian Senior Care is organizing the mission trip.
Two members of our congregation, Patti Nagy and Marianne Blough, will be part of this Katrina
relief team. At the present time there are 48 people going.

Since Katrina hit the gulf coast, there is still much work to be done. The relief operation is
long term, and the recovery efforts will continue for five to seven years. People did receive help
from both the government and their individual insurance companies. The problem is that so many
people need so much work that there are not enough qualified people to help them. The team
has been told that the church is the only organization still sending volunteers.

Please pray for this team as they prepare for this upcoming mission trip. Also, Patti and
Marianne will be accepting Lowes and Home Depot gift cards in de-

M]-SSlon Trlp nominations of $25 to $50 to give to the families for their use in put-
- ¥4

ting their lives back together. Thank you.

In His service,

Patti and Marianne
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WOMEN'S RETREAT
May 2-3, 2008
Sandscrest Conference and Retreat Center
Wheeling, West Virginia

A Fish Named Grace
A new look at an old story in the book of Jonah

When most people hear the name, Jonah, they seem to automatically associate ‘the whale’ with
his name. But we hope that you will join us for the study of the book of Jonah and then when you
hear someone say “Jonah” you will respond with “grace.” Grace is what the book of Jonah is all
about and grace is itself a symptom of something even more central: God’s steadfast love — love
that “goes above and beyond the call of duty.” We are happy that our retreat will, once again, be
led by Linda Webster and Rev. CJE Haury. And, as always, we will be in for a very meaningful
message through study, worship and music with the plus of wonderful Christian fellowship and
great food in peaceful surroundings.

Friday, May 2 Saturday, May 3
5:00-6:30 p.m.  Arrival 8:30 a.m. Breakfast

6:30 p.m. Dinner 9:15 a.m. Morning Program
7:45 p.m. Evening Program 12:30 p.m. Lunch

9:15 p.m. Evening Vespers 1:30 p.m. Afternoon Program

2:30 p.m. Closing Worship

Accommodations: Each room has two single beds and a sink. All linens are provided.
Private showers and restrooms are located on each floor.

Costs: $75.00 — includes overnight lodging for double occupancy, Friday dinner and Saturday
breakfast and lunch. (A limited number of single rooms are available for an
additional $5.00.)

Or

$20.00 — Saturday patrticipation only including lunch.
Brochures, including registration forms, are available in the church front vestibules and outside

the church office. Registration forms are due by Sunday, April 20". Questions on the retreat can
be directed to Esther Kusic at 724 745-5474.

%3‘:
J
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Beach Party: Surfin’ Through the Scriptures
Call all surfer dudes and dudettes!

Would you like to spend a whole week this summer at a huge Beach Party
complete with surfing lessons, great beach music, beachcombing adventures
and so much more?

Sign up for a Vacation Bible School leadership role and you will be promised
an incredible week of fun in the Son as you help our children surf through the
Scriptures and develop new Beach Be-Attitudes!

Vacation Bible School 2008
June 23rd through June 27th
6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Volunteers needed!!

Summer Sunday School
Theme: Summer Camp Sunday School
Starts June 1st with a Party!!

A sign up sheet is in the office or call the office to volunteer
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APRIL 2008 CHURCH CALENDAR

Tuesday, April 1 6:30 p.m. Christian Ed
7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting
Thursday, April 3 7:00 p.m. Hopekeepers
Sunday, April 6 Junior Bells and Hymn Dingers Breakfast at McDonald’s and Recognition

9:30 a.m. LilI' Chimers begin practice for Mother’s Day in Chapel
5:00-8:00 p.m. Confirmation Class field trip to Bible Lands Museum

Saturday, April 12 8:30-11:00 a.m. Minute Book Review and Clerks Training
7:00 p.m. Mystery Dinner Theater in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, April 13 9:30 a.m. LilI' Chimers practice in Chapel

Youth Sunday — “Children of the Bible”
6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

Monday, April 14 1:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle
6:30-7:30 p.m. Adventurers Teddy Bear Picnic
Tuesday, April 15 7:00 p.m. Session
Thursday, April 17 7:00 p.m. Hopekeepers
Friday, April 18 May newsletter articles due in office
Saturday, April 19 5:00 p.m. Lions Club Spaghetti Dinner
Sunday, April 20 9:30 a.m. LilI' Chimers practice in Chapel
Communion
6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class
Tuesday, April 22 1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle
Saturday, April 26 11:30 a.m. Senior Spring Luncheon
Sunday, April 27 9:30 a.m. LilI' Chimers practice in Chapel

6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

Wednesdays, April 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
7:00 p.m. Spiritual Growth Group

Wednesdays, April 2, 9, 16, and 23
6:45 p.m. Bells
8:00 p.m. Choir

Thursdays, April 3, 10, 17 and 24
7:00 p.m. Spiritual Gifts Bible Study in Family Room

DEADLINE

/

The deadline for articles for the May 2008 newsletter is Friday, April 18. Please
P/ leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you may email them to
DL

J‘ e
~~ © _ the church. Thank you for your cooperation.
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN APRIL 2008

Liturgist: Shirley Ponhl

GREETERS
Adult Ushers:
Deacon Greeters:
April 6 Renee Poland
April 6 Jeff Paxton ) ]
Nancy Ward April 13 Margaret Strimel
April 13 Isabelle Alderson April 20 Joe Gordon
Virginia Rockwell
April 20 Virginia Johnston April 27
Nancy Martinez
April 27 Lala Patsch
Inez Patsch Nursery Workers:
April 6 Jackie Orbich

Elder Greeters: James Orbich

April 6 Rev. CJE (GV) April 13 Tonya Decker
Gloria Schmalz (GH) Carrie Cochran
Susan Stonebraker (MV)
Buddy Jeffers (MH) April 20 Sandy Wallace
: Haley Wallace
April 13 Cathy Cushey (GV)
Rev. CJE (GH) April 27 Tricia Fee
Thurman Yost (MV) David Fee

Sandy Wallace (MH)

April 20 Thelma Mitchell (GV)
Susan Stonebraker (GH)
Rev. CJE (MV)
Grier Adamson (MH)
April 27 David Fee (GV)

John Jones (GH)
Rob Smith (MV)
Rev. CJE (MH)

Money Counters:

Buddy Jeffers
John Zanaglio

Page 6 The Heavenly Herald



Operation Christmas Child

Remember when are buying new shoes for spring
and summer to save the shoe boxes for Operation
Christmas Child to wrap and pack them in the fall.

. #
$ % #
News from the Deacons #
&
&&
&&
) ¥ &
* &
Senior Spring Luncheon — Saturday, April 26, 2008 at + &
11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Contact any Deacon &
or call the church office if you plan to attend. 0 g
Church Picnic — Wednesday, August 13, 2008 5:30 to oo &
9:00 p.m. at North Strabane Township Park. / 0 0 ‘z
) &t
&#
&l
2 &l
( . &l
Pine Springs Camp ! &1
2008 Summer Camp 343, &
5
The camp folders are in. The church offers camper- :
ships of 50% of the cost of the camp. Contact Kris- ( 6 ,
tie Coppola for more information on camperships. 0
)
For more camp information call % 7
(814) 629-9834 or go to their web-
site at pinesprings.org.
#
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The Music and Worship Committee of the First United Presbyterian Church in Houston
presents:

“The Romanian Uranium Mystery”
(A Mystery Dinner Theater Experience)
by: D. M. Bocaz-Larson
“Produced by special arrangement with www.freedrama.com

Saturday, April 12, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.
First United Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall

Reservations must be made by Wednesday, April 9
$10.00 for adults; $5.00 for children

Menu: Appetizers; Salad; Lasagna; Bread and Brownie Sundaes

Come enjoy an evening of food, fun and mystery. See if you can figure out ...."Who done it!”

“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”




