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Dear Friends, 
             
            Did you notice  that the crocus by the Grant Street entrance to the sanctu-
ary bloomed on Sunday, March 8? Robins were sighted in the churchyard on 
March 15. Then, the daffodils around the church and at both Grant and Main 
Street entrances bloomed on Sunday, March 22? Signs of the new life of spring 
and the NEW LIFE promised in the Easter Resurrectio n. 
 
            I have always been impressed by people I have known who kept diaries of 
events in nature that they noticed each year. They can often tell you from mem-
ory, too. I have never been able to do that, until this year I noticed and, maybe be-
cause it happened on Sundays, I remembered. Each time I remember these spe-
cial events, I celebrate again. 
 
            That’s why we celebrate holy-days like Holy Week an d Easter. To-
gether, we remember what happened and each time we remember, we cele-
brate again. Our remembering and celebrating should  bring us joy in the 
present.  But sometimes we get stuck in all the ways we have celebrated the holi-
day in the past – traditions, family customs, church worship music and decora-
tions.  
 
            These traditions are beautiful and can be joyful, but not always. When I 
say “stuck” I mean we feel that we must continue to do all the same things in the 
same ways or the holiday just won’t be “right.” When we feel “stuck” we don’t feel 
the joy, we just feel frazzled or tired and disappointed. The customs and traditions 
by themselves do not give meaning to the event. The meaning comes from re-
membering the original joy and feeling it again in the present.  
 
            For joy in the present I invite you to “take note” of the signs of new 
life in your own life, in relationships with God an d others, in new dreams 
and new possibilities, in recoveries from ailments major and minor, for new 
understandings of the Scripture and - most especial ly – experiences of 
God’s Love for you! Then choose how you will celebr ate the biblical story of 
the  Easter Resurrection this year! 
 
            We do have choices to make. We can celebrate in traditional ways but 
perhaps this year you want to make a special remembrance of the New Life and 
love God has brought to you. Be creative!  Make a new memory with  which to 
celebrate and help you remember for all the Easters yet to come. Share the ex-
perience of New Life with family members or friends. Joy shared is joy multiplied.  
                                                                             

Have a blessed joyful Easter! 
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News from the Deacons 
 
            
           Scrip (gift card) orders will be sent in 
monthly.  Orders are due the second Sunday of 
each month. 
 
            We need 90 dozen homemade cookies for 
Sunday, July 5 for the Chartiers Creek Work Camp 
(July 5-11, 2009).  If you are interested in donating 
cookies, please contact Patti Nagy.  Please bring 
them to the Fellowship Hall when you come to 
church. 
 
            We are also collecting Prayer Shawls.  If 
you like to crochet or knit, please consider making 
a shawl.  Directions can be obtained in the church 
office.  If you are interested, please contact Patti 
Nagy. 
 
Upcoming events: 
 
            April 18th:  Fifty Plus  Senior Luncheon in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
 
            August 4th:  Church picnic at Arnold Park 
from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
            The next Deacons meeting is Tuesday, 
April 7, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Family Room. 
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Attention Book Club Members 
 
           “90 Minutes in Heaven” will be on sale 
April 4 to 11, 2009 for $6.99 at the Family 
Christian Bookstore on Route 19 or in Robin-
son (near JoAnn Fabrics at the top of the hill).  
This is the book we are reading for our May 
meeting. 
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Maundy Thursday 
April 9, 2009 

A Service with Foot Washing 
 

           The Gospel of John chapter 13 is the only gospel that tells the moving story of The Last Supper 
which includes Jesus washing the feet of his disciples.  He asked them: “Do you know what I have done to 
you?  You call me Teacher and Lord and you are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”  (John 13:12b & 13). 
 
            2008 was the first time we offered this special worship service in the Family Room prior to our 
Communion Service in the sanctuary.  It proved to be a powerful experience. 
 
            You are invited to experience the grace and humility of Christ’s service.  Join us at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Family Room.  Wear shoes and socks that can be removed easily.  This service will adjourn to the sanctu-
ary for Communion at 7:00 p.m.  
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PDA Mission Trip 
to Houma, Louisiana 

 
           Five members of our congregation - Marianne 
Blough, Kristie Coppola, Cherie Kisla, Patti Nagy and 
Thurman Yost - will be traveling to the Good Earth Vil-
lage in Houma, LA on April 25 through May 2 to help 
those who suffered the effects of Hurricane Gustav 
last summer. Houma is located an hour west of New 
Orleans and is in the heart of bayou country. There 
are 13 churches represented; and a total of 53 men 
and women will be making this trip, along with Pastor 
Gary Gibson of North Buffalo Church. These trips are 
organized by PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance). 
 
            We pay our own air fare and have fund raisers 
for our other expenses of food, lodging, van rentals, 
gas, and insurance. We do, however, accept gift cards 
to Lowes and Home Depot in any denomination. 
These are given to the camp director to be used at 
their discretion in further helping people rebuild their 
homes - and lives.  
 
            It would be sincerely appreciated if you would 
consider making a donation. The recipients are so ap-
preciative of any help they receive.  

*SAVE THE DATE* 
 

Mother Daughter Banquet 
 

Monday, May 11th; 6:00 pm 
 

Join us for an evening of fellowship, ca-
tered dinner, entertainment and fun.   

More information will be coming soon! 

Round and Square Dance Fund 
Raiser for Mission Trip 

 
           North Buffalo Presbyterian 
Church  is sponsoring a mission trip to Lou-
isiana the end of April. To raise money to 
help pay for food, lodging and van rentals 
they are having a round and square dance 
on Friday, April 3 at 8:00 p.m. The dance 
will be held at the Washington County Fair 
Grounds on North Main Street Ext in 
Washington, in the 4-H building.  
 
           We currently have more than ten 
churches represented on this trip with 55 of 
our folks signed up and ready to go. This is 
the largest group to ever represent the 
presbytery on a single mission trip. Your 
help in attending the dance would be 
greatly appreciated. There will be plenty of 
home baked pies, cake and sandwiches. 
Attendees: North Buffalo, Faith, Cross 
Roads, California, Old Concord, Church 
of the Covenant, Chartiers Hill, Clays-
ville, Houston UP, Third UP and Bethel.  

For Couples 
Married or getting married 

 
           Do you dare take “The Love Dare”? 
 
           Friday evening, April 17 at 7:30 p.m., 
come watch the movie “Fireproof”.  “Fireproof” 
opened in theaters last year and got rave reviews! 
 
           We’ll watch the show upstairs in the Youth 
Room on couches and easy chairs with lots of 
movie snacks. 
 
           The book:  “The Love Dare” will be avail-
able on sale for those who dare! 
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Music Notes 
 
           If you enjoy music, First UP is the place to be this spring!  During Lent, there will be music by 
the Chancel Choir, Celebration Ringers, Junior Bell Ringers, Hymn Dingers,  Lil' Chimers, and Chil-
dren's Choir.  We hope that you will be there to enjoy all the wonderful songs these groups have pre-
pared to share with you. 
 
            The Chancel Choir has a new song for Easter morning.  "He Is Not Here" is a lively song that 
is sure to have you tapping you toes and praising God.  The Sunday after Easter, the Celebration 
Ringers will play the Gaither favorite "Because He Lives".   The Junior Bell Ringers and Hymn Ding-
ers will play on Palm Sunday.  The Children's Choir will sing on Palm Sunday and Easter.  We will 
also have the Lil' Chimers ringing on Easter morning. Wow!  Isn't it wonderful to have so many tal-
ented and dedicated people willing to give their time and share their talent! 
 
            On March 8 after church, the Chancel Choir traveled to Hawthorne Woods.  We helped Rev. 
CjE with the afternoon worship service.  After the service, we enjoyed meeting and talking to the resi-
dents.  
 
            The Taters & Talent Night was another success!  If you weren’t able to be there, you missed a 
great show. Thanks to all who performed! I appreciate you giving up your Saturday night to help raise 
money for the mission trip.  Thanks to Sandy Wallace and Susan Stonebraker for being in charge of 
the "tater" part of the evening.  Thanks to everyone who helped in the kitchen. 
 
            The choir has been busy, but we aren't done yet!  In April, I hope you will join us at the Senior 
Spring Luncheon.  After a great lunch, sponsored by the Deacons, the choir will perform songs from 
the 50s. After counting your votes, "Put Your Head On My Shoulder" was your number one choice.  
You will also hear songs by local legends Perry Como and Bobby Vinton.  We hope the afternoon will 
be "Unforgettable" and that you "Can't Help Falling In Love" with our show.  Please join us as we 
"Rock Around the Clock". 
                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                     Karen 

 

Is your marriage 
 

Come check it out Friday, 
April 17, 2009 

7:30 p.m.   
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           ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  
 
 
 
 
           This year, while many congregations receive One Great Hour of Sharing for the 61st time, the Of-
fering remains a vital and evolving part of Presbyterian mission.  All three programs our gifts support are 
exploring new patterns of ministry.  The Presbyterian Hunger Program’s Joining Hands Against Hunger 
links congregations and presbyteries in the U.S. with overseas networks of churches and community 
groups to work for peaceful social change.  Internationally, Self-Development of People is focusing on 
fewer countries but in a deeper way in order to develop a critical mass for positive change.  Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance is focusing on the long-term spiritual and emotional toll disasters can take on commu-
nities and finding new ways to help those communities draw on the resources of the whole church. 
 
            Yet One Great Hour of Sharing’s mission remains the same:  we walk toward recovery and whole-
ness with those whose lives have been shattered by disaster; we stand with communities facing the slower 
crises of hunger, disease, unemployment, and environmental degradation that make them vulnerable even 
before disasters strike.  In sharing resources with people in need around the world, we witness God’s love 
in action in their lives, and feel it moving in our own. 
 

PALM SUNDAY — APRIL 5 

Children's Choir 
 
          It's not too late to join the Children's Choir! We rehearse on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 AM in the Chapel.  We will practice every Sunday through 
May 10.  The choir will sing on Psalm Sunday, on Easter, and on Mother's 
Day during the 11:00 worship service. 
 

            We hope your children will join us and learn how much fun it can be to praise the Lord 
in song! 
 
            If you have any questions, please call Karen Jones (724-948-3041) or Jonnie Swarow 
(724-229-7684). 
 
                                                                      Thanks,   Karen & Jonnie 
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WOMEN’S RETREAT 
 

May 15-16, 2009 
Sandscrest Conference and Retreat Center 

Wheeling, West Virginia 
 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, says the Lord, who is and who was and who is 
to come, the Almighty.  Revelation 1:8 (NKJV) 
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What’s in a Name? – From Alpha to Omega, the Names of God and what they tell us about God’s Charac-
ter and Purpose will be the topic for our annual Women’s Retreat, May 15-16 under the leadership of Linda 
Webster and Rev. CjE Haury.   We hope you will join us for this meaningful message through study, wor-

ship and music along with wonderful Christian fellowship in the peaceful surroundings of Sandscrest.   
 

                      Friday, May 15                                                          Saturday, May 16 
                       5:00 – 6:30 p.m.         Arrival                                     8:30 a.m.        Breakfast 
                       6:30 p.m.                    Dinner                                     9:15 a.m.        Morning Program        
                       7:45 p.m.                    Evening Program                   12:30 p.m.      Lunch 
                       9:15 p.m.                    Evening Vespers                   1:30 p.m.        Afternoon Program 
                                                                                                         2:30 p.m.        Closing Worship 
 

Accommodations:  Each room has two single beds and a sink.  All linens are provided. 
                               Private showers and restrooms are located on each floor. 

 
Costs:  $85.00 – Includes overnight lodging for double occupancy, Friday dinner and  

                           Saturday breakfast and lunch.  (A limited number of single rooms are 
                           available for an additional $5.00.)   

                                                                                  
                           Or - $20.00 – Saturday participation only including lunch. 

 
Brochures, including registration forms, are available in the church front vestibules and outside the church 

office.  Registration forms are due by Sunday, May 3.  Questions on the Retreat may be directed to  
Esther Kusic (723 745-5474) or Dottie Kotyk (724 222-5775). 

 
 

AA Meeting 
 
           A new AA meeting will begin Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. starting Thursday, April 16 
downstairs in the parents’/scout room.  Marsha Lewis is the organizer. 
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           GREETERS 
 

Deacon Greeters: 
 

 

       April 5                Lynn Smith (GH) 
                                Jeff Paxton (GV) 
                                Margaret Strimel (MV) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
      April 12              Dottie Lesnock (GV) 
                                Linda Young (GH) 
                                Rob Smith (MV) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
      April 19              Virginia Rockwell (GV) 
                                Renee Poland (GH) 
                                Nancy Martinez (MV) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
      April 26              Lala Patsch (GV) 
                                Bob Blough (GH) 
                                Inez Patsch (MV) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
                        
       

Elder Greeters: 
 
      April 5                Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                Thelma Mitchell (GV) 
                                John Jones (MH) 
                                Rev. CjE (MV)           
 
      April 9                Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
      (Maundy               Rev. CjE (GV) 
      Thursday)             John Zanaglio (MH) 
                                Cyndi Powell (MV) 
 
      April 12              Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                Rob Smith (GV) 
                                Grier Adamson (MH) 
                                Adam Johnston (MV) 
 

       
 
 

      April 19               Thelma Mitchell (GH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                 John Jones (MH) 
                                 Adam Johnston (MV) 
 
 
      April 26               Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                 Grier Adamson (GV) 
                                 Bill Smith (MH) 
                                 Rob Smith (MV)        
 
 
Money Counters: 
 

           Buddy Jeffers 
           John Zanaglio 
 
 
Liturgist:        
 
 

       
Nursery Workers:    
 
 

      April 5                 Jami Craig 
                                 Conner Craig 
 
      April 12               Jackie Orbich 
                                 James Orbich 
 
      April 19               Vicky Lesjak 
                                 Shannon McFarland 
 
      April 26               Tricia Fee 
                                 David Fee 
 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN APRIL 2009 



DEADLINE 
 

            The deadline for articles for the May 2009 newsletter is Friday, April 
17th.  Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you 
may email them to the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

APRIL 2009 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
 
Sunday, April 5                             Palm Sunday 
                                                      2:00 p.m. Cross Walk 
Tuesday, April 7                            6:30 p.m. Christian Education 
                                                      7:00 p.m. Deacons in Family Room 
Thursday, April 9                           Maundy Thursday 
                                                      6:00 p.m. Foot Washing in Family Room 
                                                      7:00 p.m. Worship and Communion 
Friday, April 10                              Office Closed 
                                                      12:00 to 1:00 p.m. Good Friday Service here 
Sunday, April 12                           Easter Sunday 
                                                      7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Woodruff Memorial Park 
                                                      11:00 a.m. Communion 
                                                      Deacons’ gift card orders due 
Monday, April 13                           Office Closed 
                                                      9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Census Training in Fellowship Hall 
                                                      6:00 p.m. Nurturing Committee — M/D banquet 
Thursday, April 16                         7:30 to 8:30 p.m. AA begins 
Friday, April 17                              May newsletter articles due in office 
                                                      7:30 p.m. Marriage Enrichment — “Fireproof” movie 
Saturday, April 18                         11:30 a.m. Senior Spring Luncheon 
Sunday, April 19                           11:00 a.m. Commissioning volunteers in mission 
                                                      12:00 p.m. Discovery Class in Fellowship Hall 
Monday, April 20                           9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Census Training in Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday, April 21                          7:00 p.m. Session 
Saturday, April 25                         9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Book Club — “Faith and Doubt” by  
                                                                 John Ortberg 
Sunday, April 26                           12:00 to 1:30 p.m. Slime Time 3 in Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, April 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29: 
           6:30 p.m. Bells 
           8:00 p.m. Choir 
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How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
 
 

Nonprofit organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
 

Houston, PA  15342 
Permit #4 

“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 
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