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Dear Friends, 
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           I hope you are enjoying the Easter Season! I like holidays that 
last like the 50 days of Easter Season. But I have noticed over the years 
that our secular society has gone harder and harder into the habit of 
ending every happy celebration immediately. No after-glow allowed!  
 
           For weeks (even months) ahead of a holiday the retailers have 
all out decorations and music blaring the holiday tunes until everyone is 
sick and tired of hearing about it. Then the special day finally comes 
and within in 12 to 24 hours we’ve been moved on to the next season. 
That is just the opposite of the church calendar!! 
 
           For the Christian Church a special holy-day usually begins the 
holiday season. So, Lent is a quiet season of preparation for the big 
celebration on Easter Sunday and the celebration continues throughout 
the following 50 days. During these 50 days the joyful meaning of 
Easter has time to sink into our lives. I have heard it said that it takes 
about seven weeks to start a new habit and get it built into a healthy 
way of life. Fifty days helps us solidify the Good News of Easter to im-
prove the spirit of joy in our daily lives, to build and strengthen the foun-
dation of hope that keeps us living for the Lord. 
 
           Friends, don’t let Easter pass you by too soon! Worship every 
Sunday. Did you ever wonder why Christians stopped worshipping on 
the Sabbath (the Seventh Day) as required by the Ten Commandments 
and changed to Sunday, the first day of the week? We changed our 
worship to Sunday because it was on the first day of the week that the 
women went to the tomb and discovered the resurrection, Jesus was 
not dead, but was raised to new life by God. Every single Sunday is a 
little Easter! Make it last all year and your joy will last throughout all the 
other ups and downs that come along. 

 
                                                       
                                           Yours in Christ’s Service, 
            

                                              ���������	
��
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           2:00 p.m.  Meet at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Houston, corner of North Main and Grant 
Street; walk in procession carrying large wooden 
crosses to the Speer Spring Cemetery where the 3 
crosses will be erected to stand throughout Holy 
Week.  The walk is approximately 2.5 miles.  Those 
who do not wish to walk may join in the outdoor wor-
ship at the cemetery around 3:30 p.m.  A bus ride will 
be provided back to the parking lots in Houston.  
Dress for the weather! 
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           Gathering at 7:00 a.m. in the parking lot 
at the Woodruff Memorial Park, 2095 Washing-
ton Road (Rt. 19), we will greet the Easter Sun-
rise and celebrate the Risen Son of God, Jesus 
Christ.  Coffee and donuts will be served after 
the informal worship service.   Dress for the 
weather!  Bring a lawn chair. 
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           A Good Friday worship service from 
Noon to 1:00 p.m. will be held in the sanctuary 
of the First United Presbyterian Church, 102 
North Main Street, Houston, PA. 
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           The Gospel of John chapter 13 is the only 
gospel that tells the moving story of The Last Supper 
which includes Jesus washing the feet of his disci-
ples.  He asked them: “Do you know what I have 
done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord and you 
are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet.”  (John 13:12b & 13). 
 
           2008 was the first time we offered this special 
worship service in the Family Room prior to our 
Communion Service in the sanctuary.  It proved to be 
a powerful experience. 
 
           You are invited to experience the grace and 
humility of Christ’s service.  Join us at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Family Room.  Wear shoes and socks that can 
be removed easily.  This service will adjourn to the 
sanctuary for Communion at 7:00 p.m.  
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           April 3, Saturday is our Journey to the 
Cross from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. Similar to the Jour-
ney to Bethlehem at Christmas time, tour groups 
will be invited to take parts in the dramatic pres-
entation of the Holy Week events in Christ’s 
Passion. 
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First Adventurers  
Teddy Bear Picnic 

 
Who:   FUPC Adventurers — preschool  
           children ages 3-6 with an adult) 
 
What:  Celebrate Spring with us! 
            
           Make a craft, play games, hear  
           stories and have a treat.  Don’t forget 
           to bring your teddy bear! 
 
When:   6:30-7:30 p.m. on Friday, April 9 
 
Where:   Fellowship Hall in the First UP  
              Church of Houston 
 
           Please RSVP to Tricia Fee at 724 
873-0832 by April 7th. 

Mother/Daughter Banquet 
 
           The Mother/Daughter banquet will 
be held on May 3rd at 6:00 p.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  The dinner will be catered by 
Adams Pine Creek.  Entertainment by Ron 
King.  Tickets are $10.00 for adults and 
$6.00 for children.  The mission project will 
once again be Love in a Basket (baby lay-
ettes).  More details to follow in the weekly 
bulletins beginning in April. 

Becoming One 
 

For couples who are contemplating  
marriage, engaged or  

married less than one year. 
 
           Before you say, “I do”.  If you are 
contemplating marriage even if you are not 
officially engaged or have your wedding 
date set, you are welcome to attend the 
upcoming Becoming One Seminar (Pre-
Cana).  The day is for couples contemplat-
ing marriage or couples married less than 
one year.  It is a quiet day designed to give 
couples a chance to concentrate on one 
another, to explore strengths and weak-
nesses, ambition and goals and to improve 
communication.  The next dates are Satur-
day, April 24th at St. Matthew Lutheran, 
Hunker (New Stanton) and May 15 at St. 
Mark Lutheran, Pittsburgh (Brookline). 
 
           If you have any questions or to reg-
ister, please contact Jason and Nicole Dal-
noky at 724 255-3937 or ndal-
noky@funslides.com. 
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What Goes in the Paper Retriever® Bin 
 
Yes, Please…… 
 
Newspaper and Inserts  – New newsprint can be made from 100% recycled paper. No virgin fi-
ber has to be added when using this type of process. 
 
Magazines/catalogs  – Our Retriever program is happy to take magazines and catalogs, all slick 
paper. We can use all this high quality/high fiber paper with the exception of any paper coated in 
wax. 
 
Office/School papers  – These types of paper are highly recyclable. Because of the proliferation 
of paper created by offices and schools, please use the Retriever bin to recycle all that you can. 
We are able to accept window envelopes, paperback books, workbooks and staples without a 
problem. Shredded paper is acceptable but please bag the shreds before putting them in the Re-
triever bin. However, please do not recycle colored paper, wrapping or tissue paper, carbon paper 
or sticky notes. 
 
Mail  – Most direct mail is printed on high quality recyclable paper. Please recycle the mail that 
you feel comfortable putting in our recycling bin. 

 
No, Thanks….. 
 
No Cardboard  – We do not accept cardboard in any of our Retriever bins. We supply our mills 
with the recycled fiber we collect through the Retriever program to create new newsprint. Card-
board should not be used in making newsprint due to the excessive bleaching required.  How-
ever, cardboard is a valuable recycling commodity and should be recycled. Please research card-
board recycling options in your area. 
 
No food boxes, fiberboard or chipboard. Cereal boxes, soda boxes and other paper food con-
tainers should be recycled with your cardboard. Please do not put these in the Retriever bin. 
 
No textbooks or hard cover books.   We do not have the equipment to modify these types of re-
cyclables in the Retriever system. Please research other options for recycling these items. 
 
No Phone Books  – We do not accept phone books in our Retriever bins. We supply our mills 
with the recycled fiber we collect through the Retriever program to create new newsprint. Phone 
Books cannot be used in making newsprint. The fibers in the pages of the phone book are in their 
smallest form and do not contribute to the fiber needed for newsprint. Also, it is very hard to re-
move the ink from a phone book page.  However, phone books are a valuable recycling commod-
ity and should be recycled in the proper capacity.  Please research phone book recycling options 
in your area. 



News from the Deacons 
            
           Scrip card orders are due the 2nd Sun-
day of each month. The profit from the sale of 
these cards will be used for the chapel roof. 
 
           The next Deacon meeting will be 
Tuesday, April 6, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
           The Senior Spring Luncheon will be 
held on Saturday, April 24th.  Lunch will be 
served at 12:00 p.m. and we will recognize 
members who are celebrating 50 years of 
membership.  Entertainment to follow lunch. 
 
           It has come to our attention that the in-
formation for the Scrip fund raiser is a bit con-
fusing in the annual report. Due to a crucial 
piece of information being omitted, it appears 
that the Deacons lost money through Scrip. 
We want to assure you that this is not the 
case! In the annual report, the amounts 
shown are the monies deposited into our ac-
count, the amounts debited back out & the 
profits. What was omitted was that in April, 
May, November & December, we, the Dea-
cons, actually purchased gift cards as well!! 
We try to do this any time it would advanta-
geous for us. As a result, for the cards we 
were purchasing as an organization, no 
money was deposited into our account (it was 
already there) & it appeared that we lost 
money during those months. We did not! The 
Deacons' actually spent $1075 on Scrip cards 
in 2009 for mission trip donations, support of 
youth group functions & a gift for an active 
military member. The reported $706.45 profit 
for 2009 was a true & accurate figure. We ap-
preciate your support & hope that you all real-
ize how much this is helping our church & 
namely the Chapel Roof Fund!  
            
           Thank you! 
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Church Directory Photos 
 
           if you have any concerns, 
questions or need changes made 
to photo orders, please call Olan 
Mills customer service immedi-
ately.  The number is 1-800-596-
3731, #5 for customer service. 

Photo Directory Make-up Day 
Wednesday, April 14!  

 
           Since the (hopefully) last blast of win-
ter weather interfered with our photo appoint-
ments, we have scheduled a make-up day on 
April 14.  Appointments are available from 
3:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  Please contact Valorie 
Checque at (724) 746-5198 to make your ap-
pointment. Remember - our directory won't 
be complete without you! 
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Camp Brochures Available 
 
Pine Springs Camp  
 
           It's hard to believe that summer is 
just around the corner, but it's time to get 
your registrations in for Pine Springs 
Camp. Brochures are available in the of-
fice that describes all they have to offer. 
From "Moms & Tots" - ages 3-7, to 12th 
grade, there's something for everyone. 
Scholarships for 1/2 the tuition are avail-
able through the church. See Sandy Wal-
lace or Rev. CjE for details.  
 
Crestfield Camp  
 
           We have received brochures from 
Crestfield Camp located in Slippery 
Rock. It is affiliated with the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and is also a ministry of 
the Pittsburgh Presbytery. Scholarships 
are available for this camp also.  
 

Youth Sunday 
 
           Thanks to all the youth who lead us through the worship service on January 31st.  
From the angelic voices of our youngest students to the message delivered by our junior/
senior class, it was a wonderful day for celebration and reflection. Let's continue the good 
and positive vibes throughout the year by not letting the "Too-too" syndrome get in our way! 
Don't know what the "Too-too" syndrome is?  Ask the kids! 

Flea Market  
 
           Clean out the basement, garage, and 
all those closets and bring all your 
"treasures" that you don't want any more to 
the church for our "Spring Cleaning Flea 
Market". It will be held on Saturday, April 
10, from 9 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Donations can 
be dropped off at the church in fellowship 
hall the week before from 9 - 12 p.m. Any 
questions, call Sandy Wallace, 724 745-
3108, or Tiffany Lesjak  724 514-7818.  All 
proceeds benefit the Chapel Roof Fund. 
Please no clothing.  
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           GREETERS 
 

 

Deacon Greeters: 
 

 

       April 4                Valorie Checque (GV) 
                                Linda Young (MV) 
                                Renee Poland (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
      April 11              Bethany Carder (GV) 
                                Nancy Martinez (MV) 
                                Bob Blough (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
      April 18              Nancy Ward (GV) 
                                Virginia Rockwell (MV) 
                                Margaret Strimel (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
      April 25              Tiffany Lesjak (GV) 
                                Vicky Lesjak (MV) 
                                Lynn Smith (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
              

       

Elder Greeters: 
 
      April 4                Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                Shane Koszarsky (GV) 
                                Peggy Yost (MH) 
                                Thelma Mitchell (MV)          
 

      April 11              John Lesjak (GH) 
                                Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                Bill Smith (MH) 
                                Fred Andy (MV) 
 

      April 18              Bill Vogel (GH) 
                                Thurman Yost (GV) 
                                Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                John Zanaglio (MV) 
 

      April 25              Dave Checque (GH) 
                                Grier Adamson (GV) 
                                Peggy Yost (MH) 
                                   Rev. CjE (MV) 
 

Money Counters: 
 

           Kristie Coppola 
           Cyndi Powell 
 
 

Liturgist:        
 

           Bob Blough 
 

 

Nursery Workers:    
 
 

      April 4                 Haley Wallace 
                                 Shannon Scott 
 
      April 11               Vicky Lesjak 
                                 Nick Lesjak 
 
      April 18               Kristin McCarty 
                                 Jessica Young 
 
      April 25 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN APRIL 2010 



DEADLINE 
 

            The deadline for articles for the May 2010 newsletter is Friday, April 16th .  
Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you may email 
them to the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

APRIL 2010 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
 
Thursday, April 1                    Maundy Thursday 
                                              6:30 p.m. Foot Washing in Family Room 
                                              7:00 p.m. Communion in Sanctuary 
Friday, April 2                         Good Friday — Office closed 
                                              12:00-1:00 p.m. Community Good Friday Service here 
Saturday, April 3                    5:30-7:30 p.m. Journey to the Cross 
Sunday, April 4                      Easter Sunday 
                                              7:00 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service at Woodruff Memorial Park 
                                              11:00 a.m. Communion 
Monday, April 5                      Office Closed 
Tuesday, April 6                     7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting 
Friday, April 9                         6:30-7:30 p.m. Adventurers Teddy Bear Picnic 
Saturday, April 10                  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Flea Market 
Sunday, April 11                    Scrip card orders due 
                                              12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
                                              6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Tuesday, April 13                   6:30 p.m. Christian Ed meeting 
Wednesday, April 14              3:00-9:00 p.m. photo sessions in Fellowship Hall 
Friday, April 16                       May newsletter articles due 
Tuesday, April 20                   7:00 p.m. Session meeting 
Saturday, April 24                  12:00 p.m. Senior Spring Luncheon 
Sunday, April 25                    12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
                                              6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 
 
Wednesday, April 7, 14, 21, 28:  
           6:30 p.m. Bells           8:00 p.m. Choir 
 

Thursday, April 8, 15, 22 & 29: 
           7:00-8:30 p.m. Bible Study and Prayer Group in Family Room led by Bill Speakman. 
 

Mondays , 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Doug Schmidt 724 747-3821 
 

Tuesdays , 8:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous, Larry Alling 724 746-3425 
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MAKING FRIENDS WITH GOD 
 

          Spring has arrived and it is, once again, 
time to think about our annual Women’s Retreat 
at Sandscrest Retreat Center in Wheeling, West 
Virginia.  The dates for this year’s retreat are Fri-
day and Saturday, May 14-15, 2010.  Who do you 
count as a friend?   If you had to make a list, 
would it include God?   We hope you will join us 
as Rev. CjE Haury leads us in a study on “Making 
Friends with God.”   Our Women’s Retreat is a 
wonderful way to renew your spiritual life with 
new and old friends in the beautiful, peaceful sur-
roundings of Sandscrest.  Brochures for the re-
treat will soon be available in the church office.  In 
the meantime, contact either Esther Kusic (724 
745-5474) or Dottie Kotyk (724 222-5775) for 
more information.   



How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
 
 

Nonprofit organization 
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 


