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What shall I return to the LORD for all his bounty to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 

I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.      
                                                                            Psalm 116: 12 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
           Does this day find you glad to be alive?  Are you thankful to be with 
people you love, doing the normal daily activities and things you enjoy?  
Are you alive today after coming through a hard time or a health crisis? 
 
           There are three psalms that repeat the refrain: “I will pay my vows to 
the LORD in the presence of all his people.” Psalm 22, 66, and 116 each 
speak for a person who has come through a crisis of some kind and have 
now come into the sanctuary in the presence of all the people to “pay their 
vows,” to “offer sacrifices,” to say “thank you” to God for seeing them 
through and keeping them alive for this day. What does it mean “to pay 
their vows to the LORD”? 
 
           I suppose that most of us would admit to praying when we are faced 
with a crisis! Even if we are not regular in prayer, in trouble the cries of 
prayer like “God, help me!” or “Lord, have mercy!” escape from our lips. 
Even folks who say they don’t believe in prayer cry out into empty space 
(a.k.a., the darkness) for help from somewhere moaning, “O, God!” One 
might promise, “I’ll be eternally grateful for your help.” 
 
           So, if you are alive today, would you admit that your prayers were 
answered? God must have sent the help you needed through doctors, 
nurses, medicine, procedures, family and friends, your body’s immunity 
and ability to healing. Since you are still here, you are faced with a ques-
tion: “Now what?” Christian friends may be saying things like, “God has 
something for you to do;” or “God must want you here for a reason!” What 
could that reason be? 
 
           If you are happy to be alive; if you think your prayers were an-
swered; then an appropriate response would be to tell your story and say 
“Thank you, Lord!” in the sanctuary, in the presence of all God’s people. It 
may be that an important purpose in your living is to tell the story of 
prayers answered so that other people may also grow in faith through your 
testimony. The promise implied or spoken in those prayers for “HELP!” was 

continued on page 2) 
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NEWSPAPER CORRECTION – 
YOU PROBABLY WON’T SEE IN THE OBSERVER-REPORTER 

 
           Friday July 20, 2007 the Observer-Reporter ran a story under the headline: “Local Presby-
tery Oks withdrawal plan for Peter’s Creek”. The headline is WRONG. The article is partly right, 
partly wrong, and partly misleading.  Washington Presbytery as a full body at a formal meeting 
must vote to approve any agreement with Peter’s Creek – THIS HAS NOT HAPPENED!!! What 
follows is my – unofficial -- view of what happened as a Presbyter and member of the Presbytery 
Council. 
 
           In May Peter’s Creek made its request to the Presbytery to be dismissed to the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church denomination.  They insisted on their own timeline. In an attempt to meet the 
congregation “half-way” Washington Presbytery Council had moved to call a Special Meeting of 
the Presbytery in July for the purpose of voting on a proposed procedure for considering possible 
requests for dismissal. The congregation chose not to wait, even for the Specially Called Meeting. 
So the Presbytery had no choice but to form an Administrative Commission according to the Book 
of Order to respond to Peter’s Creek request immediately. An Administrative Commission is the 
only body that can be given power to act (including negotiate) on behalf of the Presbytery. Peter’s 
Creek Church went immediately to the civil court to request an injunction to prevent the Adminis-
trative Commission from acting. This slowed down the process by many weeks since the Adminis-
trative Commission is the body empowered by Presbytery to act, speak and negotiate for it. The 
Bible, for good reason, advises believers first to settle differences without going to civil courts if at 
all possible. I believe in “the separation of church and state” for good reason, too!  
 
           The Presbytery went ahead with its Special Meeting in July and did discuss and finally 
adopt the Proposed Process for Separation by a vote of 56 to 18. (OR got the count right.) It does 

(Continued on page 3) 
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gratitude. Expressing our gratitude so that others may know and share in the thanksgiving is the 
purpose of worship. All of us can join in celebrating prayers answered and continue with confi-
dence to pray for ourselves and others.  
 
           But what if God doesn’t answer prayers to keep someone alive … on this earth? As Chris-
tians we celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ who opened the way to Eternal Life with him in 
God’s Heavenly Kingdom. So, in fact, God has answered our prayers for life - though perhaps not 
in the way we expected or desired right now. The worshipping congregation supports its members 
and remembers this promise of eternal life as we look forward to a glad heavenly reunion with our 
Lord and his saints. 
 
           Read the Psalms and come to worship. Pay your vows in the presence of the congregation 
and be thankful! See you there. 
 
                                                      Yours in Christ’s Service, 
                                                          ��������	�
�������
��	��
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          The  Canonsburg Food Pantry has decided to try something new in 
community outreach for this school year.  In addition to their planned monthly 
food distribution, they have decided to provide  students of these needy fami-
lies with school supplies.  This is where our church family can help!!! 

 
          Many of our members know how expensive the basic school supplies 

can be.  It isn’t like “the old days”  when the school provided everything. In order to help with 
this important program, the Mission Committee is asking our members to donate pencils, paper, 
rulers, crayons, and other various items to help ensure that all kids in our area start the year off 
with adequate supplies.  Special ads are coming to your home everyday from stores that offer  
lower prices because it is August and the school year is nearly upon us.  Dollar stores are also 
promoting the displays of their items.  Please buy an extra package of pencils, box of crayons, 
or notebooks.  These supplies will be distributed on August 18.  There are baskets at our doors 
for our contributions.  Please remember how vital it is for students to have what 
they need!  August 12 is the target date for our donations to be collected.  It will 
take a few days for the volunteers at the food pantry to separate and organize 
the contributions from all the churches. 
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not apply to Peter’s Creek because it was adopted after the fact of their request and self-imposed 
timelines. Peter’s Creek congregation will, therefore, continue to work with the Administrative 
Commission. No recommendation has been presented by the Administrative Commission to the 
Washington Presbytery for it to consider regarding property issues or dismissal. Without Presby-
tery’s action, nothing is decided. September is the next scheduled meeting of the Presbytery. 
 
           This Process for Separation emphasizes communication and communication takes time, 
especially with large groups of individuals who must have opportunities hear and speak. The 
Process does NOT guarantee that a congregation  -- or part of a congregation – may take the 
property and financial assets and become independent. The Process allows for the possibility of 
transferring property and assets along with the congregation’s membership to another denomina-
tion in the Reformed family of church denominations. The Process for Separation is available from 
the church or Presbytery office or on line www.observer-reporter.com. 
 
           Any sort of separation, properly conducted or not, brings with it grief at the parting. To be 
involved in separation when our Lord Jesus specifically enjoined his followers to unity in order to 
glorify his name, grieves the Spirit in us all. I know it grieves me.  
 
                                                                                       Rev. CjE 
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VBS 2007 
Howdy! 

 
It’s over and hopefully there are a lot of happy 
memories for a lot of folks. 
 
There were 91 children registered.  This doesn’t 
mean they were all here at all times but they were 
here. 
 
Then there are major thank you’s to all the helpers 
(44 or so). 
 
Director:                                Libby Young 
 
Singing & Stampede Leader: Terri Jeffers 
 
Chuck Wagon:                       Kathy Vogel  
                                              “Chuck”  
                                                   a.k.a. Jennifer Neely 
                                              Nancy Ward 
                                              Cyndi Powell 
 
Cow Poke Crafts Station:      Cathy Cushey  
                                              Susan Stonebraker 
 
Chadder’s Theater:                Stacey Simpson  
                                              Kim Keenan 
 
Wild Bible Adventure:            Missy Paxton 
                                              Grady Paxton 
                                              Rev. CjE 
 
Horseplay Games:                 Rob Smith 
                                              Corrine Smith 
                                              Dave Keenan 
 
Prairie Dog Pre-school:         Lori Washabaugh 
 
Crew Leaders:                        Tiffany Campbell 
                                              Erin Griffith 
                                              Ami Hillebrand 
                                              Heather Yoder 
                                              Doreen Cumer 
                                              Carrie Cochran 
                                           Tonya Decker 
                                              Esther Kusic 
                                              Mark Simpson 
                                              Katie Cushey 
                                              Linda Young 

 
                                  Leon Young 
                                  Tricia Fee 
                                  Bill Smith 
                                  John Lesjak 
                                  Shannon Scott 
                                  Hillary Dietrich 
                                  Tyler Keenan 
                                  Marc Scarcell 
                                  Jacob Wylie 
                                  Stephanie Wylie 
                                  Buddy Jeffers 
                                  Diane Adamson 
                                  Tamra Jeffers 
                                  Heather Yoder 
                                  Brad Scott 
 
Also all the people who helped with donations 
of food and money and all the prayers. 
 
Debbie Booth for all the last minute paper 
copies, name tags and ………………… 
 
Keith Bish who tried to keep cleaned up after 
us and after Bible School was over. 
 
Our mission project is the Navaho Indian Res-
ervation in Flagstaff, Arizona.  We raised 
$467.38.  This money will be sent to Mrs. 
Dale Taggert to give to the reservation.  I’m 
sure we will hear  how they used it in the near 
future. 
 
Once again thanks to all and see ya at the 
Pumpkin Festival. 
 
 
                                  Libby Young 
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The Music and Worship Committee of the First 
United Presbyterian Church of Houston is hosting 
a night of food and fun!   
 
Come join us for our “Taters and Talent Night.”  
 

What is a “Taters and Talent Night?” 
 
First, you will get the chance to eat a baked potato 
with all the fixins’ from our POTATO BAR.  
 
Then we will begin the TALENT SHOW filled with 
all of the talent from our very own church.   
 
During intermission, you will get to make your own 
ICE CREAM SUNDAES. 
 
So…mark your calendars for Saturday, August 11. 
           Dinner – 6:30 
           Show – 7:00 
 
Tickets will be sold in advance:     $8.00 an adult 
                                                      $4.00 a child 
           (Proceeds will benefit the Choir Fund.) 
 
If you would like to share your talent in the show, 
please contact Jonnie Swarow (724-229-7684) or 
Karen Jones (724-948-3041) 
 

Music Notes 
 
           The music has been great 
this summer as usual!  Thanks to 
everyone who has helped.  I 
would like to thank Ryan Jones 
and Terri Jeffers for filling in for 
me while I was on vacation.  I 
would also like to thank everyone 
who participated in the All Music 
Sunday:  Dan Coppola, Buddy 
Jeffers, Terri Jeffers, John Jones, 
Cherie Kisla, Esther Kusic, Patti 
Nagy, Shirley Pohl and Jonnie 
Swarow.  Also, thanks to Rob 
Smith for running the sound room!  
There are still a few Sundays 
open.  If anyone is interested in 
sharing their talent, please give 
me a call.  So far in August we 
have the Celebration Ringers 
(August 5), the Jones family 
(August 12) and Georgia 
Templeton (August 19). 
 
           We also have another Ta-
ters and Talent Night scheduled 
for August 11.  This is a great 
evening of fun and fellowship for 
the whole family.  If you are inter-
ested in performing or buying tick-
ets, please call Karen Jones (724 
948-3041) or Jonnie Swarow (824 
229-7684). 
 
                                 Karen �������������	����
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News from the Deacons 
 
           The church picnic will be 
held on Wednesday, August 8 
from 5:30-9:00 p.m. at the North 
Strabane Township Park Pavil-
ion.  The Deacons will furnish 
chicken, hot dogs, beverages 
and all the table service.  We 
will eat at 6:00 p.m. 
 
           The next regular Dea-
cons’ meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, September 4th at 7:00 
p.m. in the Family Room. 

Youth Group News 
 

T h e  t - s h i r t s , 
hoodies and sweat-
shirts have arrived.  
Please stop in the 
church office or see 
me Sunday to pick 

them up.  If you would like to or-
der and did not get the chance 
to, it’s not too late.   
 
           The Youth Group would 
like to thank everyone who 
bought one. All profits go to the 
parking lot fund. 
 
                     Cathy Cushey 
                     and the Youth  
                     Group 



AUGUST 2007 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

 

Saturday, August 4            7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Sunday, August 5               Communion 
Tuesday, August 7             6:30 p.m. Christian Ed Meeting 
Wednesday, August 8        5:30-9:00 p.m. Deacons’ Church Picnic at North Strabane Township  
                                                                 Park 
Friday, August 10               6:00-10:00 p.m. Emmaus Gathering meets here 
Saturday, August 11          6:30 p.m. Taters and Talent Night 
Sunday, August 12             Barnabas Awards 
Monday, August 13            1:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle 
Saturday, August 18          7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Sunday, August 19             Baptism and Receiving New Members.  If any others are interested in  
                                                      joining with these new members, please call Rev. CjE 
Monday, August 20            September newsletter articles due in office 
Tuesday, August 21            7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
Friday, August 24 to            Confirmation Class Retreat 
   Saturday, August 25 
Tuesday, August 28            1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Mommie and Me will resume September 5th with a field trip to the Wallace farm. 
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DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for articles for the September 2007 newsletter is Monday, August 20.  Please 
leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you may email them to the 
church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

To contact us:  102 North Main Street, Houston, PA  15342 
Phone:  724 746-3040  —  
                       Church Office 310; Open Door Nursery 311; Rev. CjE 313; Meals on Wheels 314 
Fax number:  724 746-3041 
Website:  www.houstonpresbyterian.org  
Email:  fupchouston@hky.com; secretary@houstonpresbyterian.org  (for Debbie)  
revcje@houstonpresbyterian.org (for Rev. CjE)  
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org (for both Debbie and Rev. CjE) 
treasurer@houstonpresbyterian.org (for Cherie) 

Early worship services will continue through August  26.  The service will be 
held in the chapel and will begin at 8:30 a.m.  
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           GREETERS 
 

 
Deacon Greeters: 
              
             August 5       Jeff Paxton 
                                 Nancy Ward 
 
           August 12     Isabelle Alderson 
                                 Alan Jester 
 
           August 19     Nancy Martinez 
                                 Bethany Carder 
 
           August 26     Lala Patsch 
                                 Inez Patsch 
 
                           
Elder Greeters: 
 
            August 5       Sandy Wallace (GH) 
                                 Thurman Yost (GV) 
                                 Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                 Kathie Putorti (MV) 
 

           August 12     Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                 Carole Borda (GV) 
                                 Buddy Jeffers (MH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (MV) 
 

           August 19     Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                 Rob Smith (GV) 
                                 John Jones (MH) 
                                 Peg Yost (MV) 
 

           August 26     David Fee (GH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                 Thelma Mitchell (MH) 
                                 Susan Stonebraker (MV) 
 
 
Money Counters: 
 

           Cathy Cushey 
           Gloria Schmalz 
 

 
Liturgist:       Dan Coppola 
 
 
Adult Ushers:   
 
           August 5        Joe Gordon 
                                 Beth Gordon 
 
           August 12      Margaret Strimel 
                                 Renee Poland 
 
           August 19      Rob Smith 
                                 Cathy Cushey 
 
           August 26      Cyndi Powell 
                                 Elaine Bigler 
 
 
Nursery Workers: 
 
           August 5        Patty Scott 
                                 Shannon Scott 
 
           August 12      Toni Hoover 
                                 Derek Hoover 
 
           August 19      Betty Wylie 
                                 Jacob Wylie 
 
           August 26      Elaine Bigler  
                                 Brent Bigler 
            

SERVING THE CHURCH IN AUGUST 2007 
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Summer Get  Away 
For the Day  

 
The Biblical Production of 

“ In The Beginning “ 
Lancaster, Pa.   

Sights and Sound Theater  
 
           Plan to join us on Tuesday, August 21. 
We’ll leave the Washington Mall (Toys’ R Us) early 
morning (6:00 a.m.)  and travel to the  Sights & 
Sound  Theatre  in Lancaster, PA for the noon 
show. After the show, around 3:15 p.m., we’ll  
have an early supper at the wonderful Hershey 
Farm Restaurant.  We’ll then begin to make our 
way home arriving back in Washington  around 
9:30 p.m.  Remember, bring your breakfast and/or 
lunch as we will be going directly to the show upon 
arrival in Lancaster stopping only for a rest room 
break.  
 
           Cost is $110.00 per person which covers 
bus transportation, ticket to the show and dinner at 
the Hershey Farm  Restaurant.  Questions: Pastor 
Gary Gibson @ 223-5694 or cell @ 412-997-1699.  
Seats are limited so call now. 
 

NEW ROOF 
 
           Plans for a new roof on the 1950’s flat 
roof section of our building (over the Fellow-
ship Hall) are underway.  The manufacturer is 
preparing the custon fitted PVC roofing mate-
rial.  Installation is scheduled to begin August 
13th.  The cost, approximately $16,000 will be 
covered from Operating Funds on hand. 
 
                                 The Property Committee 



SEE PAGE 7  
FOR DETAILED  

CONTACT  
INFORMATION 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 


