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Dear Friends, 
 
           A special mission opportunity is coming to our area in July 2009! 
Senior citizens, disabled, and low income families can apply for help 
at their homes.  We can help. 
 
           The Canonsburg Presbyterian Church is coordinating a Group Mis-
sion for youth called the Chartiers Creek Workcamp. It will take place 
July 5-11, 2009.  Houston Presbyterian Church was the first church to join 
in the financial sponsorship.  Over 400 young people from all around the 
USA will converge in the Canonsburg-Houston area.  They will be housed 
at Canon-Mac High School.  During the days teams of teenagers and their 
supervisors will be sent to do work for residents.  In the evenings they will 
have lively worship services and other special events.  Our youth can par-
ticipate as well. 
 
           Right now, in preparation for these volunteers in mission, we can 
help line up the work projects.  Teams are well supervised with adults who 
know and can teach the skills needed for each project.  Teams can tackle 
yard work, garage or attic cleaning, scraping and painting outdoors or in-
doors, some porch and sidewalk repairs, washing windows and changing 
screens.  DO YOU HAVE WORK THAT STRONG YOUNG BODIES CAN 
HELP YOU GET ACCOMPLISHED?     DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE 
WHO COULD USE SOME HELP? 
 
           Now is the time to make application. Our church office (724-746-
3040) and the Canonsburg church office (724-745-0800) will have the ap-
plications.  The Planning Committee will arrange to visit the home and 
make detailed notes about the work that the resident wants to have done. 
The work will be scheduled for the first full week of July next summer. 
 
           A few weeks ago I asked for suggestions from our congregation for 
mission that is needed in our area.  Home “handyman” type assistance for 
seniors was mentioned several times.  SO here it is!  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to get Christian helpers for our family and neighbors.  Please 
spread the word!  Sign up! 
 
           Many men and women who can lead teams and supervise young 
workers, teaching them how to do the work or use paintbrushes and tools, 
will be needed.  Can you help lead in this mission project?  Please plan  

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

 
now to be available July 5-11, 2009.  Volunteer applications will be accepted soon. 

 
           God bless each one of you as you spend some of your summer vacation time helping fam-
ily and neighbors in the community.  The offering of yourself in the name of Jesus Christ is the 
greatest gift you have to offer! 
                                                                   
                                                                 Yours in Christ’s Service, 

                                 ���������	
��
���������	
��
���������	
��
���������	
��
� ���
 

           If you have any questions about this project, please contact Chartiers Creek Work-
camp by phone at 724 745-0810 or by email at chartierscreekwc09@verizon.net. 

Habitat Needs Your Skills!!! 
 
           As you may know, Habitat builds homes in Washington County using the commitment and 
hard work of volunteers.   
 
           Many of our volunteers have willing hands and hearts but may not have experience and 
skill in construction. 
 
           In order to provide positive results for a volunteer’s work day, Habitat needs people with 
experience and patience to take on the role of Crew Leader.   
 
           Have you had experience in one of the following building phases:  cement work, framing, 
roofing, siding, insulation, dry wall hanging, dry wall finish, painting, trim carpentry, landscaping, 
etc.?  
 
           Are you willing to work with others?  Instructing, monitoring, assisting unskilled volunteers?  
Can you demonstrate patience and tranquility while helping volunteers who are interested in do-
ing good work but may not have the know-how?  Are you available one day a month — usually 
Saturday — (but occasionally work groups are scheduled during the work week)? 
 
           Will you accept the challenge?  Please call or email the Habitat office if you are interested 
in learning more about the Crew Leader position.  We would love to have you join us!! 
 
           Contact Linder Ferrell, Volunteer Coordinator.  lferrell@habitatwashpa.org 
           cell:  724 413-3573; office 724 222-4340 
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Vacation Bible School 2008 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Vacation Bible School 2008 is slowly winding down.  Yes, it’s over but there’s still things to 
do to wind totally down. 
 
           Like Rev. CjE said on June 29th, VBS is a long process, just like any vacation it takes 
months of planning to pull it off without anyone knowing what all happens. 
 
           Programs start coming in in December — then the decision — then the starter kit — and 
then — and  then — and then — and finally in June you all see the results. 
 
           A lot of thanks need to go out.  First to the church for allowing us to the use the building.  
And to the members for supporting us with money, prayers and donations of supplies. 
 
           Then to Debbie Booth, the secretary, without whom none of the flyers would have been 
made, name tags, registration lists and charts and all the fish in the hall (hope you got to see 
them — it was great). 
 
           To Keith Bish for cleaning up after us.  You know cleaning up sand off floors is really a lot 
of fun, not to mention hard. 
 
           To Leon and Linda Young — I don’t have a computer so theirs was always available.  
That’s where things got ordered if a phone call wouldn’t do.  I wanted surf boards and he got them 
for me.  He also hauled the decorations from Central Assembly and hopefully returned them. 
 
           Then to the people who helped decorate — 7 children and assorted adults.  We had lunch, 
decorated and set up on Sunday the 22nd.  A lot got done that day. 
 
           Then to all the people who helped with Bible School.  Here’s a list — I hope I didn’t forget 
anyone.  Sorry if I did. 
 
           Registration: Sandy Wallace and Jackie Orbich 
 
           Snacks:        Kathy Vogel, Jennifer Neely, Bernadette Stager, Nancy Ward, Dottie Kotyk  
                                and Christie Coppola. 
 
           Games:         Rob Smith and Rachel White 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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           Bible Study:  Rev. CjE, Karen and John Jones, Ben Wallace, Esther Kusic and Jason Martin 
 
           Crafts:            Susan Stonebraker, Cathy Cushey and Cyndi Powell 
 
           Science Lab: Mr. Science and Jimmy (Jeff and Grady Paxton) 
 
           Surfing:         Stacey Simpson, Kim Keenan and Jackie Shober 
 
           Lori Washabaugh was in charge of the pre-school Bible study. 
 
           Then there were all the life guards:  Heather Yoder, Lonnie Coontz, Tyler Keenan, Shannon 
Scott, Mark Simpson, Tiffany Campbell, Trish Fee, Dave Keenan, John Lesjak, Leon Young and 
Linda Young. 
 
           Karen Jones did a fantastic job with the music and I’m sure the whole gang will be singing 
them for months.  Great tunes for traveling in the car. 
 
           There were 88 children registered, not all were there every day, but most. 
 
           It was a 2 band-aid year.  One scuffed knee and a blister from new shoes. 
 
           Surfing through the Scriptures was a lot of fun.  The children learned Bible verses, the sign 
language along with surfing terms.  They learned about Be-Attitudes and will hopefully take these 
lessons with them. 
 
           Our mission project was gathering cleaning items and money that was sent to Iowa to help 
with the flood clean-up.  We raised $234.51.  Not sure what the final bucket count was but John 
and Karen Jones and Rev. CjE shopped and packed the buckets.  They were sent to Thomas 
Church and from there were off to Iowa. 
 
           Also, thank you for the coffee mug.  It was the poem about the little boy and the star fish.  It 
reminds us that we can only save anyone one at a time.  Hopefully this week we started more than 
that. 
 
           Mark your calendars now.  Vacation Bible School 2009 is June 22nd to the 26th. 
 
           Thanks again for all the help and support. 
 
                                                                 Libby Young 
                                                                 VBS 2008 Director 
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News from the Deacons 
 
 
           Church Picnic — Wednesday, August 13, 
2008, 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. at North Strabane 
Township Park.  Good food — great fun — and 
entertainment.  The Jones Family will entertain 
us. 
 
           The Deacons will be selling Rada Cutlery 
again.  See any Deacon to place your order.  A 
catalog is also available in the church office.  
Orders will be taken until November 4th. 
 
           The next Deacons meeting is Tuesday, 
September 2, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room. 

Spicy Habitat Fund Raiser 
 
           Add spice to your life by attend-
ing the grand opening of Amigos 
Restaurante & Cantina in McMurray 
(formerly Bella Piatto) on Thursday, Au-
gust 28 from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
           There will be food stations, Te-
quila and Mexican beer tastings, prizes 
and auctions. 
 
           Tickets are $50.00 per person 
and proceeds benefit Washington 
County Habitat for Humanity. 
 
           To reserve your tickets call 724 
222-4340.  You must be 21 years old to 
purchase tickets. 

Thank You! 
 
           Thank you very much for all your 
cards, phone calls, prayers and flowers and 
prayer blanket during my recent surgery.  
I’m sure they helped me get well so fast. 
 
                      Thanks, 
                      Marilyn Franko 

Pine Springs Camp 
60th Anniversary Bash 

 
           Plan to join us on September 13th at 1:00 p.m. along with your friends, family and 
neighbors and spend a day experiencing all the blessings God has given us in Pine Springs 
Camp. 
 
           In addition to games, crafts, music and low ropes, churches will also be participating by 
providing games for everyone to enjoy.  (Bring your swimsuit just in case our pool is still open!)  
This will all be followed by dinner in the Sports Pavilion and a celebratory service of Pine Springs’ 
history. 
 
           So, don’t miss the fun!  Call 814 629-9834 or email reg@pinesprings.org to RSVP. 
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           Child care in your home.  
Have clearances and child CPR.  Full 
time 4-5 days a week.  Contact Pat 
Goldbach at 412 841-7272 
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           GREETERS 
 

Deacon Greeters: 
 

              
      August 3             Jeff Paxton 
                                 Nancy Ward 
 
     August  10          Isabelle Alderson 
                                 Cherie Kisla 
 
     August 17           Patti Nagy 
                                 Mary Skirpan 
 
     August 24           Dottie Lesnock 
                                 Lee Mason 
 
     August 31           Lala Patsch 
                                 Inez Patsch 
                                                

Elder Greeters: 
 
 

      August 3             Susan Stonebraker (GH) 
                                 Thurman Yost (GV) 
                                 Rob  Smith (MH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (MV)          
 

     August 10           Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                 Kathie Putorti (GV) 
                                 Kristie Coppola (MH) 
                                 Rob Smith (MV) 
 
     August 17           John Zanaglio (GH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                 John Jones (MH) 
                                 Jonnie Swarow (MV) 
 

     August 24           Buddy Jeffers (GH) 
                                 Dave Fee (GV) 
                                 Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                 Grier Adamson (MV) 
 

     August 31           Susan Stonebraker (GH) 
                                 Thurman Yost (GV) 
                                 Rob Smith (MH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (MV) 

 
             
Money Counters: 
 

           Kristie Coppola 
           Sandy Wallace 
 
 
Liturgist:       Dan Coppola 
 
 

Adult Ushers:          
 
           August 3        Rob Smith 
 
           August 10      Cyndi Powell 
 
           August 17      Bernadette Stager 
 
           August 24      Virginia Rockwell 
 
           August 31      Cathy Cushey 
 
       
 
Nursery Workers: 
 
 

      August 3             Vicky Lesjak 
                                 Shannon McFarland 
 
      August 10           Sandy Wallace 
                                 Haley Wallace 
 
      August 17           Toni Hoover 
                                 Derek Hoover 
 
      August 24           Betty Wylie 
                                 Stephanie Wylie 
 
      August 31           Bernadette Stager 
                                 Virginia Johnston 
 
       
 
 

            

 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN AUGUST 2008 



DEADLINE 
 

            The deadline for articles for the September 2008 newsletter 
is Friday, August 15 .  Please leave any articles you may have on 
the secretary’s desk or you may email them to the church.  Thank 
you for your cooperation. 

The summer worship schedule contin-
ues with two worship services.  One at 
8:30 a.m. in the Chapel and one at 
11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.  Summer 
Sunday School is at 9:45 a.m. 

AUGUST/EARLY SEPTEMBER 2008 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
 
Wednesday, August 6        6:00 p.m. Short Course 
Monday, August 11            1:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle 
Wednesday, August 13      5:30 p.m. Church Picnic 
Sunday, August 17            Communion 
Tuesday, August 19           7:00 p.m. Session 
Monday, September 1       Labor Day — Office Closed 
Tuesday, September 2      6:30 p.m. Christian Education 
                                           7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Sunday, September 7        Sunday School Rally Day with breakfast and Faithful Attendance 
                                                      Awards 
                                           Communion 
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Children’s Choir 
 
           There will be a Children’s Choir for the 120th Anniversary 
Celebration. We will practice on Sunday mornings at 9:30 before 
Sunday School.  Practice will be in the Chapel. The first practice will 
be September 7.   We will be singing "Made To Worship" from  Bible 
School, so hang on to your Bible School CD. 



MUSIC NOTES 
 
           Even though it is summer, there is still a lot of great music going on at First U.P. 
Church! 
            
           Thanks to Shirley Pohl, Rev. CjE, Joanie Bish, Kis Lesnock, and the VBS kids for 
some wonderful music.   
           Thanks to Jonnie Swarow, Terri Jeffers, and Ryan Jones for playing for me while I 
was on vacation. 
            
           Coming up: 
 
           July 27           Buddy Jeffers 
           Aug. 3            Celebration Ringers 
           Aug. 10          All Music Sunday complete with a Hymn Sing (Anyone interested in  
                                            singing or playing needs to let me know.) 
           Aug. 17          Women's Choir 
            
           I would like to have a Children's Choir for the 120th  Anniversary Celebration.  We will 
practice on Sunday mornings at 9:30 before Sunday School.  Practice will be in the Chapel. 
The first practice will be September 7.  I will make sure the children get to Sunday School.    
We will be singing "Made To Worship" from  Bible School, so hang on to your Bible School 
CD. 
 
           The first rehearsal for Choir and Bells will be September 10.   
 
           Enjoy the rest of the summer ! 
 
                                                                            Karen                                                         
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Glory of Israel Tour 
November 4-13, 2008 

 
           Dan and Cathy Peternel will host a group for this tour in November.  They can provide you 
with an application and information so that you can go with them on this Ed Hill Tour of Israel. 
 
           Contact:        Dan and Cathy Peternel 
                                109 Station Street 
                                McDonald, PA  15057 
                                Phone:  724 492-1125  (leave message and number) 
                                Email:  adullam1@juno.com or dfpeternel@juno.com 
 
           Information brochures are available in the church office. 
 



How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupchouston@hky.com 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 
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