Dear Friends,

Throughout this year 2007 we have had many causes for prayer.
We have enjoyed blessings that call for our thanks and praise. We have
experienced urgent needs that cause us to cry out for help — for our-

selves and for others. There are chronic situations that overwhelm our
human capacity to act for positive change as is the case with the ongo-
ing wars and natural disasters. Our small individual contributions for
change, along with our continuous prayer, are all that most of us can of-

fer.

There is Good News at Christmas time brought by the angel mes- Youth Group 3
sengers of God: “ “ These words were spoken
to Zechariah as he served in the Holy of Holies of the Jerusalem temple. General Assembly | 4
They are words we need to hear and share today. Do not despair, the
angel said, * ” With these words, Mary was encour- Poinsettias 6

aged to face the frightening prospect of the future. Just as the angel had
instructed them, Mary and Joseph gave the baby “ " be- Advent 7

cause he would save his people; that's what the word “Jesus” means.
The shepherds represent all of us, the “common man”. The angels an-

nounced *“ " for all of us. On Christmas Eve we all
gather to join the angel chorus singing our prayer of praise, “
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Angels are not the only messengers for God. We are called to
share the Good News. Have you personally experienced the Good News
that “your prayer has been answered”? Have you been reassured by the
news that “The Lord is with you!” Do you feel comforted knowing the
name of Jesus your Savior? If you would share your faith stories of
“great joy” with a friend like yourself that friend might join you “giving
glory to God in the highest”. Your experience matters. Telling your story
to someone else multiplies the joy of Christmas.



Angel Trivia

Is it ever recorded in the Bible that angles sing?
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Answer

Sing? No, it is never recorded anywhere in the Bible that angels sing. The heav-
enly host on the hillside near Bethlehem spoke their blessing to the shepherds
(Luke2:13-14.) The singing in heaven, as recorded in Revelation 14:3 and 15:3,
is done by redeemed persons, not angels. (Here one must note that the NIV is in
error in stating that angels sang in 5:9-12. The Greek word translated “sing” or
“sang” is the normal word for speaking—lego—not the word for singing—aido.)
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Several members of our Jr/Sr. Youth Group attended a weekend retreat at Jumonville
Christian Camp from November 2nd through 4th. The retreat was sponsored by the Washing-
ton Presbytery and we got to meet other youth groups from the area while we were there.

There were crazy games, a live band, lots of exercise and fresh air, a hike to the cross on the
top of the mountain, and most of all—FUN!

The theme of the weekend was “Head, Heart, Hands”. We learned how to be disciples and live
a Christian life, even as a teenager in today’s world. There were some very moving moments in
the Bible studies, small group discussions, worship time, nightly devotions, and even at the eve-
ning campfires. | believe we all came away with a better understanding of our faith and how to
be a good example of a Christian to others.

More group events are being scheduled with the other members of the Washington Presbytery
Youth Groups in the upcoming year. Please check the weekly bulletins and schedules posted
in the hallways for dates and times. Our youth are branching out to see that they are not alone
in their walk with Christ as teenagers in today’s society.

Thank you for your continued support of our young Christians. They are the future of our
church.

Kim Keenan,
Youth group co-leader
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Volunteers are
needed to help sort
toys for the Toy
Chest at the
Canonsburg United
Presbyterian Church
on Monday, Decem-
ber 3, and Tuesday,
December 4, from 6-
9 p.m. Call Lynlee
at 724 941-7182 for
more details.

Saturday, December 1, will be the
annual “Hanging of the Greens”.
The Youth Group will be assisting,
but all are welcome to help prepare
our sanctuary for the coming Ad-
vent season. We will meet at 6:00
p.m.. Refreshments will be served.
There are jobs for everyone!!

Our church is inviting members to contribute poinsettia plants to decorate the chancel
for Christmas.

THE COST OF EACH PLANT IS $6.00.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING ORDERS WILL BE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2007.
The poinsettias may be taken after the 11:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve. If you
must take your poinsettia after the 7:00 p.m. Cantata, please see a member of the
Advent/Christmas committee.

Order forms are in the weekly bulletin or available in the office. A list of names of

those being honored or memorialized, and the names of donors, will be published and
included in the Christmas Eve bulletin.
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Stewardship

Estimate of Giving Cards
can be sent to the church
office or placed in the offer-
ing plate. December 10 is
the target date for comple-
tion of the Stewardship
Campaign. It would be
wonderful to have 100%
participation in our planned
giving at every level.

St. Paul's United Methodist
Church, 1965 Ferguson Rd, Alli-
son Park, invites you to a Gala
Christmas Concert by world-
renowned concert organist Carlo
Curley. Concert date is Friday,
December 7, 2007, at 7:30 p.m.
For further information call 412
486-7006.

Winter Help

Observer-Reporter, Shearer Heating
and Air Conditioning and Carrier are
joining together to help heat up the
holidays for those in need. Applica-
tions are on the bulletin board outside
the office and need to be returned no
later than Friday, December 14. Five
winners will be chosen to receive a
new furnace. See bulletin board for
more details.

The Heavenly Herald



December 2007 CHURCH CALENDAR

Saturday, December 1
Sunday, December 2

Monday, December 3
Tuesday, December 4
Thursday, December 6

Friday, December 7
Sunday, December 9

Tuesday, December 11
Friday, December 14

Saturday, December 15
Sunday, December 16

Tuesday, December 18
Thursday, December 20
Sunday, December 23

Monday, December 24

Tuesday, December 25

Wednesday, December 26

Sunday, December 30

6:00 p.m. Hanging of the Greens

9:00 a.m. Children’s Christmas Musical Practice

11:00 a.m. 1st Sunday of Advent

6:30-8:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

6:30-7:30 p.m. Adventurers Bedtime Pajama Story Hour

6:30 p.m. Christian Education Meeting

7:00 p.m. Deacons

7:00 p.m. Hopekeepers

7:00 p.m. Property Committee

9:00 a.m. Children’s Christmas Musical Practice

11:00 a.m. 2nd Sunday of Advent—Congregational Meeting

1:30 p.m. Hymndingers to Hawthorne Woods

3:00-5:00 p.m. Youth Group/Explorers caroling at Heritage
House

6:30-8:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

12:30 p.m. Deacons hosting Washington Presbytery Council
Meeting

January newsletter articles due in office

10:00-12:00 p.m Children’s Christmas Musical Dress Rehearsal

9:45 a.m. Run through practice for musical

11:00 a.m. 3rd Sunday in Advent, Children’s Christmas Musical
“Tails from the Manger”

7:00 p.m. Session

7:00 p.m. Hopekeepers

11:00 a.m. 4th Sunday in advent

no confirmation class

4:30 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service

7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Cantata Service

11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion Service

Merry Christmas, office closed

no Bells or Choir rehearsals

11:00 a.m. service

no confirmation class

W -~ The deadline for articles for the January 2008 newsletter is Friday, December 14th. Please
- leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you may email them to the
church. Thank you for your cooperation.

DEADLINE
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN NOVEMBER 2007

GREETERS
Deacon Greeters:
December 2 Nancy Ward
Jeff Paxton
December 9 Ruth Baxter

December 16

December 23

December 24-7pm
11pm

December 30

Elder Greeters:
December 2

December 9

December 16

December 23
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Adelyn Schussler

Alan Jester
Lee Mason

Nancy Martinez
Bethany Carder

Lala & Inez Patsch
Joe & Amy Wiszczor

Lala Patsch
Inez Patsch

Rev. CJE (GH)
Cathy Cushey (GV)
John Jones (MH)
Gloria Schmalz (MV)

Rob Smith (GH)

Rev. CJE (GV)

David Fee (MH)
Thelma Mitchell (MV)

Susan Stonebraker (GH)
Sandy Wallace (GV)
Rev. CJE (MH)

Kathie Putorti (MV)

Jonnie Swarow (GH)
Carole Borda (GV)
Buddy Jeffers (MH)
Rev. CJE (MV)

December 30

Money Counters:

Liturgist:

Adult Ushers:

December 2

December 9

December 16

December 23

December 30

Nursery Workers:

December 2

December 9

December 16

December 23

December 30

Cathy Cushey(GH)
Gloria Schmalz(GV
John Jones (MH)
Rob Smith (MV)

Peg Yost
Thurman Yost

Sandy Wallace

Cyndi Powell
Elaine Bigler

BernadetteStager
Mike Stager

Virginia Rockwell
Skipper

Joe Wiszczar
Amy Wiszczar

Joe Gordon
Beth Gordon

Bernadetter Stager
Virginia Johnson

Kristin McCarty
Kristie Coppola

Jackie Orbich
James Orbich

Sandy Wallace
Haley Wallace

Jami Craig
Conner Craig
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To contact us: 102 North Main Street, Houston, PA 15342
Phone: 724 746-3040 —

Church Office 310; Open Door Nursery 311; Rev. CJE 313; Meals on Wheels 314
Fax number: 724 746-3041
Website: www.houstonpresbyterian.org

Buddy Jeffers

Eric Strimel

Inez Patsch

Cindy Culp
Joshua Wylie
Hope Shober
Kevin Decker
Mary Alice Dykstra
Kristen Tonarelli
Tracy Spinnenweber
Lois Mcllvaine
Stephen Strosko
Grier Adamson
Sue Rungo
Steven Stonesifer
Danielle Baldwin
Janice Nakoneczny
Steve Colletti

Sue Alderson

Amy Comer

Mark Simpson
Hugh Paxton, I
Madison Simpson
Harlan Shober

Samantha Palfreyman

Diane DeBlasio
Nicholas Lesjak
Robert Penvose, Sr.
Janet Meddings

Bill V. Speakman

William Speakman, 111

Robb Meddings
Jenna Yetter
Alice Chastel
Margaret Yost
Jamie Toth
Jennifer Wylie
Joshua Conner

Email: fupchouston@hky.com; secretary@houstonpresbyterian.org (for Debbie)

revcje@houstonpresbyterian.org (for Rev. CjE)
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org (for both Debbie and Rev. CjE)
treasurer@houstonpresbyterian.org (for Cherie)
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”



