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Dear Friends, 
 
           Have you counted your many blessings this year and given thanks 
for each of them by name? I think that most of you would have proper 
names on your list of blessings, names of the most important people 
in your lives.  We realize more and more as we mature that things are not 
as important as the people who bless our lives. Friends mean everything to 
us because they stand by us in trouble and share our joys no matter how 
small. 
 
           Since this is the truly valuable gift wouldn’t it be the same at Christ-
mas? Rather than shopping ‘til we drop, how about making new friends for 
Christmas! These new friendships should last and grow with you into the 
New Year of course. Both you and your new friend would be richly blessed.  
 
           Let’s take this friendly Christmas musing a step further. If Jesus is 
your very best friend and greatest blessing, doesn’ t it stand to reason 
that introducing your new friend to Jesus would be a great gift to 
them and to Jesus?  You might have to use your creativity to get these 
two together. You know, a movie, or a blind date (could end up at church!) 
or a secret Santa with no name written on the cards, messages or little 
gifts that might point toward the identity of the secret Santa. Somehow 
there must be a way to get your new friend together with your old friend, 
Jesus. 
 
           If, by chance, you aren’t meeting many new faces these days, I 
have a suggestion. We have received new members in our church several 
times this year. Have you made time to meet and get acquainted with 
them? Perhaps you could add them to your Christmas card list (call Debbie 
at the church office). 
 
           May the Love of God that was born among us at the first Christmas, 
bless you and your friends this Christmas. May you be richly blessed! 
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           The first “Slime Time Family Fun Night” was a success!  The event took place November 
14 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  Forty-eight children in grades kindergarten through sixth showed up to 
participate. 
 
           The evening began with a dry ice experiment conducted by Professor Gizmo, John Lesjak, 
Jr.  The families were then divided into four groups to visit different rooms to play with slime, bob 
for donuts, build edible atoms, and bowl with batteries.  They also fished for prizes at the duck 
pond, played the glow toss in the dark, and guessed the number of gummy worms in a container.  
We wanted everyone to share faith and fun with their friends and families.  We are hoping more 
family members will stay to participate the next time. 
 
           Lastly, the evening would not have been possible if it were not for the volunteers listed be-
low.  John Lesjak, Jr. and I appreciated your time and efforts to make the evening a success.  
Please mark your calendars now for “Slime Time Family Fun Night #2” on Friday, February 6, 
2009.  We anticipate even more families will attend, and we could use more help.  Let John or me 
know if you are interested. 
 
                                                                            Thank you, 
                                                                            Tricia Fee 
 
Planning :  Rev. CjE Haury, Susan Stonebraker, Sandy Wallace, Kim Keenan and Debra Booth 
 
Volunteers :  Rob Smith, Sandy Wallace, John Zanaglio, Tiffany Lesjak, Virginia Johnston, Libby 
Young, Leon Young, Jessica Young, Susan Stonebraker, Kim Keenan, Dave Keenan, Vicky Les-
jak and John Lesjak, Sr. 
 
Youth Group Helpers:   Rachel White, Haley Wallace, Alex Caumo, Cameron Ward, James Or-
bich, Conner Craig, Tanner McFarland, Tyler Keenan, Shannon McFarland, Kaylee Schillo, Ken-
dal McFarland and Lexi McFarland 
 
Group Leaders:   Carrie Cochran, Brooke Simms, Bill Smith and Linda Young 
 
Supplies and Set-up:   Debra Booth, Keith Bish, Carrie Cochran, Kathy Vogel, Jennifer Neely, 
David Fee and Claire Fee 
 
Clean-up:   Nick Lesjak, the volunteers and the helpers 
 

THANK YOU!!! 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 
           Thank you, thank you!  183 boxes were 
sent to North Carolina for Samaritan’s Purse 
from our church.  Some of the children who 
will receive these boxes have never cele-
brated Christmas or heard of Jesus.  This is 
one mission we can be proud of. 
 
           A special thank you to Jean Brytus for 
wrapping 81 boxes in Christmas paper to add 
to the original Christmas Child shoe boxes. 
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THANK YOU! 
 
           I want to say a great big THANK 
YOU! 
 
           I’ve been truly blessed with a won-
derful biological family and a great church 
family.  If you sent a card, called on the 
phone, visited or remembered me in your 
prayers, thank you. 
 
           So many remembered me it drives 
me to tears of appreciation and a thankful 
heart during my seven months of testing, 
hospitalization, and surgery.  Thank you 
and God bless. 
 
                      One grateful person, 
                      Maryann Clark 

NURSERY HELP WANTED 
 
           If you would be interested in help-
ing in the nursery next year please see or 
contact Sandy Wallace (724 745-3801) or 
Jami Craig (724 743-1993) for more infor-
mation. 

From Saving Souls to Solving 
Crimes! 

 
           There’s been a “murder” in Canons-
burg.  But, fear not, it’s Rev. CjE to the res-
cue!  Playing the part of Jessica Pitcher, that 
famous mystery writer and crime solver from 
Cabin Creek, Maine, is our own Rev. CjE 
Haury.  No cunning murderer can escape 
her superior detecting skills as she solves 
the crime and brings the guilty one to justice. 
 
           To find out just how she does this, be 
sure to see The Beauty Pageant Murders at 
the Perry Como Theatre in Canonsburg.  
The production, which combines music and 
mystery, runs weekends from November 29 
through December 14.  Show times on Sat-
urdays are 7:30 p.m. and on Sundays at 
3:00 p.m.  For information and/or reserva-
tions, call 724 746-1178.  Be there! 



News from the Deacons 
 
 
           Thanks to everyone who bought 
RADA — your support was appreciated. 
 
           The Deacons are holding a new fund-
raiser.  They are selling gift cards.  These 
gift cards are available from over 300 na-
tional and local retailers.  Please see any 
Deacon to order.  There are also order forms 
in the office. 
 
           The next Deacons meeting is Tues-
day, December 2, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Family Room. 
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Washington County Arts Choir 
 

Under the Direction of Arnold Brock 
presents 

 
“Magnificat” 

by John Rutter 
 

and many favorite carols 
 

Guest Accompanist — Gabriel D’Abruzzo 
Soloist — soprano Melanie Vaccari 

 
Olin Fine Arts Center 

Washington & Jefferson College 
 

Saturday, December 20th at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, December 21st at 3:00 p.m. 

 
Tickets:  $12.00 

 
For more information call 724 250-9222 or 

www.wcac-sing.org 
 

See Patti Nagy or Joanie Bish for tickets 

What’s So Amazing About  
Christmas? 

 
           Consider this: God loved the world 
so much that he came visiting. God 
slipped into the world as a helpless baby, 
without fanfare or heraldry. 
 
           Think of it: The baby, born of hum-
ble parents, the man a carpenter, the 
woman still in her teens, scholars say. Je-
sus was born in a backwater town called 
Bethlehem, in a stable reeking with ani-
mal smells. 
 
           It took years before people fully 
comprehended God’s self-revelation. 
Even John the Baptist, sitting in Herod’s 
prison, sent a message to Jesus asking, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or are 
we to wait for another?” (Matthew 11:3, 
NRSV). Jesus then explained that he was 
working miracles and bringing good news 
to the poor. 
 
           That became even more clear 
when Peter concluded that Jesus was 
“the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God” (Matthew 16:16, NRSV). 
 
           What’s amazing about Christmas 
is that it began in a manger. And today 
more than 2 billion people around the 
world celebrate Jesus’ birth. 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 
Our  church is inviting members to con-
tribute poinsettia plants to decorate the 
chancel for Christmas. 
 
THE COST OF EACH PLANT IS $6.50. 

 
You may use the order form below and put it in the offering 
plate.  (Please put order form and PAYMENT in an envelope 
marked “POINSETTIA ORDER”) or mail it to the church of-
fice along with the necessary money to cover the cost.   
 

THE DEADLINE FOR PLACING ORDERS WILL BE 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2008 

 
The poinsettias may be taken after the 11:00 P.M. service on 
Christmas Eve.  All flowers left after the worship service will 
be delivered to our home-bound members the next day.  If 
you cannot pick up your plant, please have a friend get it for 
you.  
A list of names of those being honored or memorialized and  
the names of donors will be published and included in the 
Christmas Eve bulletins. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Please order ______ poinsettia plants at the cost of $6.50 
(2/$13.00, 3/$19.50, 4/$26.00) 
 
PLEASE USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH DONOR. 
 
In Memory of:  ____________________________________ 
 
In Memory of: _____________________________________ 
 
In Memory of: _____________________________________ 
 
In Honor of:    _____________________________________ 
 
In Honor of:     ____________________________________ 
 
 
Name of Donor:  __________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  __________________________ 
 

 

A Christmas Blessing 
 
May you have the Spirit of Christmas,  
           which is Peace, 
The Gladness of Christmas,  
           which is Hope, 
The Heart of Christmas,  
           which is Love, 
The Gift of Christmas,  
           which is Christ. 
                       
                      —Ada Hendricks 

The Christmas Grump 
 
           Uncle Bill had the reputation 
of being a curmudgeon. He always 
seemed to have something to grum-
ble about. Bill’s friends and family 
were used to his demeanor and usu-
ally took it with a grain of salt.  
 
           One year, while Bill’s relatives 
were decorating for Christmas, his 
young nephew wondered aloud, “Do 
you think Uncle Bill will put up a 
negativity scene again this year?” 

Mom’s Misunderstood Word 
 
           A mother told her young 
daughter that they had to hurry to 
church to worship God. But the way 
she spoke the word “worship” con-
fused the child. It sounded more like 
“waaship” rather than “wereship.” 
           As the little girl approached 
the door to leave, the mother noticed 
the girl held a bar of soap and a 
washcloth. 
           “What’s that for?” asked the 
mother. 
           “I want to ‘wash up’ Jesus in 
the manger,” replied the girl. 
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           GREETERS 
 

Deacon Greeters: 
 

 

       December 7       Jeff Paxton 
                                Nancy Ward 
 

      December 14     Virginia Rockwell 
                                Isabelle Alderson 
 

      December 21     Nancy Martinez 
                                Bethany Carder 
 

      December 24      
           4:30 p.m.      Children of the church 
           7:00 p.m.      Lala Patsch & Inez Patsch 
           11:00 p.m.    Karen Jones 
 

      December 28     Lala Patsch 
                                Inez Patsch 
            
       

Elder Greeters: 
 

      December 7       Susan Stonebraker (GH) 
                                Gloria Schmalz (GV) 
                                Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                Jonnie Swarow (MV)           
 

      December  14    Buddy Jeffers (GH) 
                                Dave Fee (GV) 
                                John Zanaglio (MH) 
                                Rev. CjE (MV) 
 
      December 21     Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                Buddy Jeffers (GV) 
                                Sandy Wallace (MH) 
                                Rob Smith (MV) 
 

      December 24 
           4:30 p.m.      Rob Smith (GH) 
                                Dave Fee (GV) 
                                John Zanaglio (MH) 
                                Rev. CjE (MV) 
 
           7:00 p.m.      Buddy Jeffers (GH) 
                                Jonnie Swarow (GV) 
                                Rob Smith (MH) 
                                John Jones (MV) 

 
           11:00 p.m.     Rob Smith (MH) 
                                 John Jones (MV) 
                                 Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                 Leon Young (GV) 
 
      December 28      Gloria Schmalz(GH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                 Thelma Mitchell(MH) 
                                 Thurman Yost (MV)  
 
 
Money Counters: 
 

           Grier Adamson 
           Rob Smith 
 
 
Liturgist:       Sandy Wallace 
 
 

Adult Ushers:          
 
           December 7            Elaine Bigler 
            
           December 14          Mike Stager 
 
           December 21 
 
           December 28          Beth Gordon 
 
       
Nursery Workers: 
 
 

      December 7        Elaine Bigler 
                                 Hunter Bigler 
 
      December 14      Jami Craig 
                                 Connor Craig 
 
      December 21      Kristin McCarty 
                                 Kristie Coppola 
 
      December 28      Jackie Orbich 
                                 James Orbich 
 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN DECEMBER 2008 



DEADLINE 
 

            The deadline for articles for the January 2009 newsletter is Friday,  
December 12th .  Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s 
desk or you may email them to the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

DECEMBER 2008 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
 
Tuesday, December 2                  7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Saturday, December 6                  10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Dress Rehearsal in sanctuary 
Sunday, December 7                    9:00 a.m. Musical Rehearsal downstairs 
                                                      9:45 a.m. Lil’ Chimers in Chapel 
Friday, December 12                    6:00-10:00 p.m. Emmaus Gathering 
Sunday, December 14                  9:45 a.m. Musical run through in sanctuary 
                                                      10:00 a.m. Lil’ Chimers practice 
                                                      11:00 a.m. Children’s Musical  
                                                      Cookies and punch in Fellowship Hall after children’s  
                                                                 musical 
                                                      Bells to Heritage House 
                                                      2:00 p.m. Youth Caroling at the Greenery 
                                                      3:00 p.m. Youth Caroling at Heritage House 
Tuesday, December 16                7:00 p.m. Session 
Sunday, December 21                  11:00 a.m. Baptism 
Wednesday, December 24            Christmas Eve 
                                                      4:30 p.m. Birthday Party for Jesus in Chapel 
                                                      6:40 p.m. Bell prelude 
                                                      7:00 p.m. Cantata Child of Wonder and Candlelight 
                                                      11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion; special music by the  
                                                                 Jones Family 
 
 
Sunday, December 7, 21 and 28: 
           5:00-6:00 p.m. Praise Band 
           6:00-8:00 p.m. 1st UP Youth 
 
Wednesday, December 3, 10 and 17: 
           6:30 p.m. Bells 
           8:00 p.m. Choir 
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Ten Thousand Villages 
 
Ten Thousand Villages sponsored by 
Waynesburg University:  store location is 56 
West High Street in Waynesburg.  Sales run 
until December 13th.  Hours are Monday-
Friday 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.; Saturdays 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.; 
and Sundays 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 to 
7:30 p.m.  Fairly traded handicrafts from 
around the world include pottery, artwork, jew-
elry, toys, collectibles, candles, fair trade cof-
fees and soups and nativity sets.  For more in-
formation, contact Tom Ribar at 724 852-3302 
or tribar@waynesburg.edu. 

New Year’s Eve Family Skate Night  
 
The Greater Canonsburg Chamber of Com-
merce’s 7th Annual New Year’s Eve Family 
Skate Night will be held at The Iceoplex at 
Southpointe on Wednesday, December 31 
from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m.  Tickets are $5.00 if 
purchased in advance or $7.00 at the door.  
The price includes skate rental (you can bring 
your own), open skate in the ice skating rink 
with skate guards, caricature artist and clown 
with balloon animals, video games, soccer 
arena and concession stand, noisemakers, 
hats and a New Year’s Eve Finale.  To pur-
chase tickets in advance or for more informa-
tion, please contact The Greater Canonsburg 
Chamber of Commerce at 724 745-1812 or 
www.canonchamber.com. 



How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 
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