Dear Friends,

The year 2008 marks the 120™ Anniversary of our congregation here at
First United Presbyterian Church of Houston (formerly Houstonville), Pennsyl-
vania! The congregation was chartered by the Presbytery and held its first meet-
ing on October 9, 1888. We have some historical documents, including the Man-
ual of the First United Presbyterian Church published in April 1892. The Rev. E.
E. Douglass was the first pastor and the congregation was preparing to build its
first building which is our current sanctuary.

The congregation met for worship and Sabbath School in the schoolhouse
until the new church building was erected and dedicated in 1893. From 1888 to
1893 nearly five years passed while the “subscriptions” (their word for pledges or
estimates of giving) were made and paid. The Women’s Missionary Society and
the Happy Gleaners (the youth group) worked to help raise funds especially for
the stained glass windows. The original woodcut of the proposed building has the
stained glass windows in their current configuration though other particulars about
the entrances and the bell steeple were changed in the building process. The
congregation grew from 91 original members. In the first three years 127 mem-
bers were received, including 16 adult baptisms. When reading through the mem-
bership lists and the lists of officers, it is fun to recognize names of families which
are still among the members of our congregation and community.

We will be celebrating our 120" Anniversary this October with special
events. We will be reminded throughout the year that we continue the mission
and ministry of those who came before us in this town. In fact, we continue in a
long line of faithful disciples who served their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ ever
since the Lord Jesus was taken up into the Heavens after his resurrection from
the dead. These disciples witnessed the resurrected Lord Jesus as he ate and
drank with them and opened the scripture to their understanding. Knowing Jesus
changed their lives. They enthusiastically told everyone what difference Jesus
made to them. Their life-style decisions about how they spent their time, their en-
ergy, their treasure showed how much they valued their relationship with Jesus.
They gave sacrificially so that others could be introduced to Jesus the Son of God
who came to bring us God’s Love and the gift of Eternal Life. As heirs to the glory
of God in Jesus Christ, we are challenged by their example to be faithful wit-
nesses in our own time now.

What a wonderful privilege for us to celebrate together the past 120 years
while we plan and prepare for the next 120 years! Please start now, at the begin-
ning of this anniversary year, to pray for God’s guidance and inspiration for the
living of these days. Ask God's blessing even as we thank God for the church and
its mission which we have inherited in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Yours in Christ’'s Service,
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FUPC Youth Group News
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The Youth Group will be very busy in the month of February! If you haven't al-

ready joined us in one of our activities, now is the time to come out and celebrate your faith with other
teens in the area. We are always sure to fulfill the 4 F's at our functions. They are FUN, FAITH, FELLOW-
SHIP, AND FOOD!

First, we would like to thank the Youth Group for the decorating and un-decorating of the church for
the holiday season. It goes so much smoother with lots of help!

The Epiphany Christmas Tree Burning went well, with 26 in attendance. The bonfire was blazing
and the kids were having fun eating pizza and discussing plans for the new year. A big “Thank you” goes
out to all who donated their Christmas trees to make our bonfire bright. Also, we give a big Thank you to
God for holding off the rain and snow to make it a beautiful evening to celebrate the revelation of the Wise
Men that Jesus is King!

We are very pleased to be a part of the Washington Presbytery LIFE BOUND CONFERENCE
scheduled for February 2, at Hickory UP Church from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. See the following insert for
further information and to register for this event. It pays to plan ahead and know what is available to you.

Sunday, February 3, we will be celebrating the “Souper Bowl of Caring” by collecting cans of soup
and monetary donations at the church service. Members of the Youth Group will be at each church en-
trance with their soup pots, waiting for your donations for homeless men, women, and children in our area.

Each year more than half a million U.S. students participate in the 30 Hour Famine. We are proud
to be a part of that number. Each congregation member is asked to sponsor a child participating in the
Famine. $1 can feed 1 child for 1 day. That means, $30, less than the cost of a dinner out with your fam-
ily, can feed a child for a whole month. Look deep into your hearts as you consider sponsoring a member
of the youth group this year. A list of those participating in the 30 Hour Famine will be in the Sunday bulle-
tin. Checks, made payable to “World Vision”, can also be mailed directly to the church office. Remem-
ber, all donations are tax deductible.

The 30 Hour Famine will be held at the church as an overnight event on Friday February 22-23.
We are asking for “Prayer Buddies” from the congregation this year. Prayer Buddies will pray for and en-
courage their appointed youth group member in the upcoming weeks before and during the Famine. Any-
one interested is asked to see Kim Keenan or Sandy Wallace.

There are many activities planned for the youth group this coming year. Please be sure that the
leaders have your email address so you can get updates on activities, meetings, etc. in the monthly Youth
Group Newsletter online. Also, any changes or cancellations will be announced in church and by email.

Anyone interested in being involved in starting a Contemporary Christian Praise Band is encour-
aged to call Kim Keenan at 724-873-0833.

Souper Bowl of Caring
February 3, 2008

Sunday, February 3rd the youth will be celebrating the “Souper Bowl of Car-
ing” by collecting cans of soup and monetary donations at the church service.
Members of the youth group will be at each church entrance with their soup
pots, waiting for your donations for homeless men, women and children in
our area.
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Chapel Sunday School Class Supports
Missionaries

Following the appeal of Missionaries
Don and Melanie Roths late in 2006, the mem-
bers of the Chapel Sunday School Class
pledged to support them financially in 2007.

The Roths asked for pledges of $10.00
per month or $120.00 for the year. The mem-
bers of the Class pledged $120.00, but contrib-
uted $526.93. Support will continue this year.

The Roths are bringing the Gospel to
the residents of islands in the South Pacific, ful-
filing the Biblical command in Matthew 28:19:
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit . . .” The
point of this article is not to claim bragging
rights for the Chapel Class or to ask for a pat on
the back, but to suggest that you, too, can help
fulfill the Great Commission by supporting the
Roths in their work.

A donation of $2.50 per week will put
you over the requested annual donation
amount. That sum could be raised by your fam-
ily, you and your neighbors in the pew, the folks
in your neighborhood.

Donations should be sent to Campus
Crusade for Christ, P.O. Box 628222, Orlando,
FL 32862-8222. Indicate the donation is for Don
and Melanie Roths, Account No. 0043820.

These gifts are “extra-mile” gifts. The
Roths’ mission is supported by our congrega-
tion. The offering you put into the white enve-
lopes is tithed, that is 10% goes to missions, lo-
cal and international. The Roths received
$1,000.00 in 2007.
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Washington City Mission’s
14th Annual Sweet Sunday
Dessert Festival
Sunday, February 10, 2008

1:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Hilton Garden Inn at Southpointe

Delicious desserts, live music all day, kids
korner, teen mania and ticket auction. Pre-sale
tickets are available at the Mission or McMurray
Dairy Bar for $3.00. Admission at the door is
$4.00. Children under 3 are admitted free.

Grief Ministries

“Gone From Our Sight” is a grief ministry
program at Servant Song Ministries that offers
the bereaved time to remember, share, reflect
and pray as he/she navigates the turbulent wa-
ters of life's most difficult journey. This group
meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the
month from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Servant Song Min-
istries is located at 720 East Greene Street,
Waynesburg. Their phone number is 724 852-
2133.
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Rev. Cathy Peternel will be starting a
new grief support group in February (watch for
additional information). There is a dinner the last
Friday of each month. Call 724 745-6100 ext.
4118 for reservations.
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Thank you Notes

Thank you Rev. CJE and everyone that helped with
the luncheon. We really appreciate everything you did for
us. The June Holsey Family
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Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the cards, kind words and prayers
during the difficult loss of both my parents. You are truly a
blessing. Sue Rungo and family
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Thank you all for your prayers and cards after the
death of Mark’s mother, Virginia Worley. And a special
thank you to the Fellowship Class for placing memorial flow-
ers in the sanctuary. We appreciate your love and support.

Rev. CjE and Mark

News from the Deacons
New Committee Assignments:
Nominating Committee: Bill Smith

Memorial Committee: Lala Patsch

Committee for Special Giving: Nancy Martinez

Upcoming Events:

Family Night — Saturday, March 1, 2008 6:00 p.m. at Char-
tiers Houston High School gym

Senior Spring Luncheon — Saturday, April 26, 2008 at
11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Church Picnic — Wednesday, August 13, 2008 5:30 to 9:00
p.m. at North Strabane Township Park.

2008 Mission Trip to Mississippi

North Buffalo Presbyterian Church is sponsoring a
mission trip to Mississippi April 26th thru May 3rd.

If you or your church might be interested, please
call Pastor Gary at 724 223-5694 for additional information.
This is a trip that will forever change your life.
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FEBRUARY 2008 CHURCH CALENDAR

Saturday, February 2 Youth (9-12) College Fair
Sunday, February 3 Souper Bowl of Caring
Tuesday, February 5 6:30 p.m. Christian Education /it

7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting S
Ash <=

Wednesday, February 6 Ash Wednesday ;
6:30 p.m. Pancake Supper Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Communion Service

Friday, February 8 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. Emmaus in Fellowship Hall

Saturday, February 9 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Officer Training at Church of Covenant

Sunday, February 10 12:00 p.m. Annual Meeting of the Congregation

Monday, February 11 1:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle

Friday, February 15 March newsletter articles due in office

Monday, February 18 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Explorers

Tuesday, February 19 7:00 p.m. Session Meeting

Friday, February 22 to Youth 30 Hour Famine

Saturday, February 23
Saturday, February 23 6:30 p.m. Taters and Talent Show
Tuesday, February 26 1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle

Wednesdays, February 13, 20 and 27
6:45 p.m. Bells
8:00 p.m. Choir

Wednesdays, February 6, 13, 20 and 27 - } =
10:00 a.m. Mommie and Me Sunday, February 10, 2008

Thursdays, February 7, 14, 21 and 28 12:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. Spiritual Gifts Bible Study in Family Room
The 2008 per capita is $24.50.
Winter Weather Advisory
. A DEADLINE
- ™™ Worship will be held at
The deadline for articles for the March 2008 First UP Church

regardless of the

newsletter is Friday, February 15. Please
weather. Please use

leave any artlcle_s you may have on the secretary’s desk your best judgment in
or you may email them to the church. Thank you for your deciding if you should
cooperation. go out.
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN FEBRUARY 2008

GREETERS Nursery Workers:
Deacon Greeters:
February 3 Vicky Lesjak
February 3 Jeff Paxton Shannon McFarland
Nancy Ward
. February 10 Toni Hoover
February 10 Nan_cy Mgrtlrjez Derek Hoover
Janice Niemiec
February 17 Virginia Johnston February 17 Betty Wylie
Dottie Lesnock Stephanie Wylie
February 24 Lala Patsch February 24 Tina Colletti
Inez Patsch Jami Craig
Elder Greeters:
February 3 Rev. CJE
Gloria Schmalz
Susan Stonebraker February 2008
Rob Smith S M T W T F S
February 10 Rev. GJE 1 2
Buddy Jeffers 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
GrierAdams_on 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
John Zanaglio 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
February 17 Rev. CJE 24 25 26 27 28 29
Cathy Cushey

Kristie Coppola
Susan Stonebraker

February 24 Rev. CJE
Sandy Wallace
John Zanaglio
Rob Smith

Money Counters:
Thurman Yost

David Fee
Liturgist: Grier Adamson
Adult Ushers: list was not available - We were on the way out the door before

[ remembered | needed something for the
Valentine party at Sunday school.”
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2008 General Assembly

The 2008 General Assembly (June 21-28, 2008) is less than six months away. If you haven't al-

ready, start praying now! | encourage every pastor or session to organize a prayer group or galvanize the
groups you already have in your church to pray for our denomination. Sadly, | have found that it is far, far
more common for people to complain about what they don't like in the PC(USA) than to pray for it. This
should not be so.

| plead with you to organize the people in your congregation who care about the larger church to

begin now to bathe the 2008 General Assembly in prayer. Here are a few suggestions to get you started:

pray for all the commissioners and for the youth and other advisory delegates who are being
elected in presbyteries all over the country now. Pray for wisdom and good judgment in the se-
lection process for these important people.

pray for wisdom and good judgment as presbyteries consider and vote on overtures to the As-
sembly.

pray for the Committee on Local Arrangement in San Jose, California as they prepare to re-
ceive and offer hospitality to thousands of people.

pray for those persons who are considering standing as candidates for Moderator of the 2008
General Assembly; also for those considering standing as candidates for Stated Clerk of the
General Assembly and for the search committee which will present a nominee to the Assembly.
(Steve Grace is chair of that committee.)

This is just the tip of the iceberg; | will send more suggestions later.

But please begin now to rattle the gates of heaven with our desire for God’s perfect will to be done

at the 2008 Assembly and throughout this little Presbyterian piece of the worldwide body of Christ where
God has placed us. Grace and peace, Joan
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Joan S. Gray
Moderator, 217th General Assembly (2006)

Taters and Talent Night — Saturday, February 23, 20 08
Baked Potato with all the fixins’ from the Potato Bar

Talent Show .!&§¢
Intermission with make your own Ice Cream Sundaes w
Dinner: 6:30 p.m. Show: 7:00 p.m.

Tickets sold in advance: $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children
Proceeds benefit the Choir Fund.
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the 1oRrd's
SUPPER

6:30 p.m. Pancake Supper
7:00 p.m. Communion Service

—

“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”




