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Dear Friends, 
 
           This sign was seen on a barbershop: “We need your head to get 
ahead.”  We have looked back and celebrated our 120th Anniversary in 
2008. Now it’s time to look ahead. And we need your head to get on ahead 
in the life of the church. 
 
            Plan to attend the ����� ����� 	
���� 
������ �������� ����� 	
���� 
������ �������� ����� 	
���� 
������ �������� ����� 	
���� 
������ ����� ������
�������������������� with the ������������	
��  and lunch besides.  Sun-
day, February 8, is our Annual Meeting.  
 
           Worship will end early so that we can attend to the business that will 
close 2008 and move us ahead in 2009. Business will include published 
activity and treasurer’s reports on 2008; the proposed budget for 2009; 
election of 3 more deacons; and any other business needing to come be-
fore the congregation. All active members are counted in the quorum for 
business and may vote.  
 
           After the business, we will create our own ������ ��� ���	
�� . 
You’ll have to see it to believe it! A soup and sandwich lunch will be served 
and Linda Webster will lead us in reflecting on our place in the His-story of 
the Church here in Houston, (a.k.a. Houstonville) PA. 
 
           Our congregation will be challenged in the years ahead to do more 
with less and to be more effective in the mission and ministry programs we 
select as our priorities.  
 

¨ Do you have a special concern for hospitality and new members 
in our church?  

¨ Or perhaps you love worship with a passion!  
¨ Are you a teacher or a student with curiosity to learn more about 

some aspects of the faith?  
¨ Are you called to put some personal effort into mission and ser-

vice? 
¨ Is your heart merciful and generous? Are you thankful beyond 

measure for the love and mercy of Jesus Christ in your life? 
 
           Our officers will be leading five study groups during Lent (in the 
month of March) and we are asking everyone to participate in the group  

(Continued on page 2) 



News from the Deacons 
 
 
           The Deacons are continuing their gift 
card fundraiser.  These gift cards are available 
from over 300 national and local retailers.  
Please see any Deacon to order.  There are 
also order forms in the office.  We thank you 
for your support; we appreciate it.  Shop N 
Save gift cards are now available. 
 
           The Deacons did an Interfaith Hospital-
ity Dinner at the Canonsburg UP Church. 
 
           Upcoming events: 
 
           March 7th:  Family Fun Night at Char-
tiers-Houston HS gym from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 
           April 18th:  Fifty Plus  Senior Luncheon 
in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
           August 4th:  Church picnic at Arnold 
Park from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
           The next Deacons meeting is Tuesday, 
February 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

 
studying the topic that calls to your heart. Please consider and pray for the Spirit’s call to join one 
of the groups to study and plan how we can be a more fruitful and effective church for Christ’s 
sake. 

 
           You will be glad you did! And so will we all. 
 
                                                                             

Yours in Christ’s Service, 
������������������������������������ �������������������������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������ �������������������������������� ������������������������������������ ���������	
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The Youth will be collecting canned 
goods and monetary donations at the 
doors on Sunday, February 1 for Souper 
Bowl Sunday. 
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Parenting Seminar 
 

“Cooperation, Consequences, and  
Keeping Your Sanity”. 

 
Presenter:  Marsha Snavely 

Saturday, February 21 
8:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Triumph Baptist Church 
201 Frederick Avenue 
Sewickley, PA  15143 

 
           A children’s program is provided to 
complement what the parents are learning.  
The cost is $25 per couple, $15 per individ-
ual. 
 
           Register at biblicalparenting.org/
register or call (412) 741-8691. 
 
           You will learn practical ways to move 
from a behavior modification approach to a 
heart-based approach to parenting.  It’s 
amazing how children change when parents 
adjust the way they work with them. 
 
           This seminar is provided by the Na-
tional Center for Biblical Parenting and is a 
practical, biblical approach to parenting.  
You’ll be so grateful you attended because 
you’ll be able use the material right away. 

Music Notes 
 
           Get out your calendar and save 
these important dates!  We have some fun 
opportunities coming this spring.   
 
           We have another Tater's and Talent 
Night scheduled on March 21 at 6:30 PM.  
So get your song or dance ready or get 
ready to just sit back and enjoy some great 
entertainment.  Tickets will be on sale 
soon. 
   
           Jonnie and I are looking for some 
kids who love to sing.  We will begin re-
hearsing on Sunday, March 1 at 9:30AM.  
We will be singing for Palm Sunday, 
Easter Sunday, and Mother's Day.  Prac-
tice will be in the Chapel.  We hope you 
will join us! 
 
           Of course you can count on the 
Chancel Choir and Celebration Ringers 
every Sunday.  We will be singing and 
ringing some old favorites along with some 
new songs.  New songs coming soon: 
"Peace In the Valley" and "Because He 
Lives".  If you have a favorite song that 
you would like to hear, let me know and 
we will try to sing or ring it for you.   
 
           If you are interested in singing in 
the choir, please join us on Wednesdays 
at 8:00PM.  We would love to have you 
join us. 
 
                                                                 
                                Karen 
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Iowa Mission Trip 
 
           With the cooperation of the East Iowa Presbytery, a mission trip from the Washington Pres-
bytery is slated for March 23-27, 2009.  The Iowa River spilled over its banks in historic propor-
tions in the spring of 2008 (31 feet over flood stage).  Some communities saw nearly every home 
and business damaged in some form. 
 
           We are scheduled to work in and about Iowa City, a town of 67,000 people.  A total of 
5,400 of its homes were damaged affecting over 18,500 residents. 
 
           Our host will be the St. Andrew Presbyterian Church which itself has been the spring board 
of multiple mission trips to the Gulf as well as the Pittsburgh area.  The church has temporarily 
converted some of its Sunday School rooms to sleeping quarters offering room for 50 folks in the 
form of both bunk beds and cots.  They graciously have made their kitchen area available for 
meal preparation.  A PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance) shower trailer is on site.  However, 
this has been winterized and is currently unavailable for use.  In its place, shower facilities are 
provided by a community center just down the street.  A tool trailer has also been furnished by 
PDA providing the necessary tools for rebuilding. 
 
           Costs for the trip are minimal ($5.00 per night covers your board but does not cover your 
cost of food stuffs and transportation).   For those wishing not to dine or sleep with the group, lo-
cal eateries and motels can be utilized.  Although not mandatory, we urge participants who are fi-
nancially able, to provide a gift card in the form of either Home Depot or Lowes.  (It should be 
noted that 2/3 of the homes were not covered by flood insurance because no flood like this had 
ever taken place.)  Please keep in mind that the Washington Presbytery’s Stewardship and Mis-
sion Committee offers a first-time mission grant to any person who participates in their initial mis-
sion trip. 
 
           As in most recovery work, homes are found in all stages of repair.  Regardless of one’s 
skill (or lack thereof) a job exists to match one’s talent.  Beside the standard carpenters, plumb-
ers, electricians, we are seeking those who might be willing to serve as cooks, supply distribution, 
clean-up personnel and even listeners. 
 
           So time is of the essence.  Preparations must be made for those who intend on participat-
ing so that skills, materials and the job sites might be efficiently matched as well as finalizing 
travel and lodging accommodations.  To register or to obtain more information concerning this 
“labor of love” please contact Larry at 724 228-5186.  Our church contact is Leon Young. 
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           GREETERS 
 

Deacon Greeters: 
 

 

       February 1         Jeff Paxton 
                                Bob Blough 
                                Virginia Johnston 
 
      February 8         Nancy Martinez 
                                Virginia Rockwell 
                                Renee Poland 
 
      February 15       Dottie Lesnock 
                                Jeff Paxton 
                                Margaret Strimel 
 
      February 22       Lala Patsch 
                                Inez Patsch 
                                Cherie Kisla 
            
       

Elder Greeters: 
 

      February 1         Adam Johnston (GH) 
                                 (GV) 
                                Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                Rob Smith (MV)        
 
      February 8         Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                 (GV) 
                                John Zanaglio (MH) 
                                Rev. CjE (MV) 
 
      February 15       Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                Adam Johnston (GV) 
                                 (MH) 
                                Rob Smith (MV) 
 

       
      February 22       Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                 (MH) 
                                John Zanaglio (MV)  
 
 
 

 
Money Counters: 
 

           Gloria Schmalz 
           Thelma Mitchell 
 
 
Liturgist:       Grier Adamson 
 
 

       
Nursery Workers:    
 
 

      February 1          Tonya Decker 
                                 Carrie Cochran 
 
      February 8           
            
 
      February 15        Betty Wylie 
                                 Stephanie Wylie 
 
      February 22        Tina Colletti 
                                 Jami Craig 
 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN FEBRUARY 2009 



DEADLINE 
 

            The deadline for articles for the March 2009 newsletter is Friday, Febru-
ary 13th .  Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or 
you may email them to the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

FEBRUARY 2009 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
 
Sunday, February 1                      Souper Bowl Sunday 
Tuesday, February 3                     7:00 p.m. Deacons in Family Room 
Friday, February 6                        6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Slime Time 2 
Sunday, February 8                      Congregational Annual Meeting; The Wall of Wonder and  
                                                                 Beyond and lunch too! 
Friday, February 13                      March Newsletter articles due in office 
                                                      6:00 to 10:30 p.m. Emmaus 
Saturday, February 14                  8:30 a.m. to Noon Washington Presbytery Officer Training  
                                                                 at Church of the Covenant 
Tuesday, February 17                   7:00 p.m. Session 
Thursday, February 19                 MOW meeting and volunteer breakfast 
Friday, February 20                      Pine Springs Reunion at Thomas 
Saturday, February 21                  30 Hour Famine 
Sunday, February 22                    Youth Sunday 
Wednesday, February 25             Ash Wednesday 
                                                      6:30 p.m. Pancakes 
                                                      7:00 p.m. Worship and Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, February 4, 11 and 18: 
           6:30 p.m. Bells 
           8:00 p.m. Choir 
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How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
 
 

Nonprofit organization 
U.S. Postage 
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Houston, PA  15342 
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 
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��  and lunch 

besides.   
 

Sunday,  
February 8 


