Dear Friends,

We are filing our year-end reports for 2009 and publishing the
annual report for 2009. What a year it was! This year ends the first dec-
ade of the new century and so our reports include some retrospective
views of the life of our congregation. The reports will be distributed on
Sunday, February 14, at our annual meeting. Please plan to stay a half
an hour after the worship until about 12:30 to participate in the annual
business that is the privilege and responsibility of the members of our
congregation.

At our annual meeting we will be electing an elder to the Session
and two new members from the congregation at large to serve on the
Nominating Committee for 2010. The Session will present the 2010
budget and you will be asked to vote on changes in the terms of call for
the minister. In addition to reports on the work we have done, plans for
2010 will also be presented.

As Presbyterians, we trust that the Holy Spirit acts through the
minds and hearts of God’s people. Therefore we trust the congregation
of prayerful people to use their best gifts of spirit and talent as we con-
duct the business of Christ’'s Church in this place, right here in Houston,
PA.! Please be present and praying for our congregation.

A light lunch will be served in Fellowship Hall following the meet-
ing. See you there!

Yours in Christ’s Service,

Haiti Earthquake Relief

PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance) has al-
ready sent $100,000 from One Great Hour of Sharing
funds. Special offerings may be sent to the church or
PCUSA.org and designated for relief in Haiti:
DR000064.
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“The Adventures of the Painted Potty”

Someone really should write this story! Immediately following worship Shannon McFarland had col-
lected $65 for insurance against the proposed Painted Potty showing up at my house!

On Sunday evening, January 17, Rob Smith, Tyler Keenan and Ben Wallace — under cover of dark-
ness and rain — were invited to go dumpster diving for toilets which had been removed for remodeling. The
toilets were then cleaned up and painted by the Confirmation Class to help in raising funds for their 30 Hour
Famine. The 30 Hour Famine is a program through World Vision to raise money to feed hungry children
around the world. The “Port-a-Potty Teams,” made up of Rob Smith, Ben Wallace, Tyler Keenan and AJ
Noce, Bill & Tyler Williams were ready to begin delivering the painted potties and signs.

For $5 the lucky recipient can have the toilet removed. For $10 the recipient can say where it goes
next. For $15 the insurance payment makes sure it does not return. It all goes into the Famine Fund to feed
kids.

Our project has been noticed!!! Even the Observer Reporter has taken photos and called for an inter-
view. The two potties, one blue and gold and the other red and gold are quite the conversation piece! Many
photo opportunities have been reported. It has been great fun in these winter days of January.

The 30 Hour Famine will take place from 6 AM Friday through Noon Saturday, January 29 — 30. This
event is an educational and spiritual event. Prayer and Fasting are an ancient Christian spiritual practice. We
will have worship and prayer at the church during the overnight and the students will be invited to reflect and
write in their journals. Educational activities about problems of nutrition education, food growing and distribu-
tion, clean water, high prices will be included. We will sample “Plumpy Nut” a peanut butter and dry milk mix-
ture that is bringing children back from the brink of death by starvation. It is amazing how good it tastes when
you are really truly hungry! Community service activities will also be a component in our schedule when stu-
dents canvas the neighbor-hood for donations to the Canonsburg-Houston Food Pantry.

Many thanks go out to all of you who have supported our young people in their mission efforts. It is an
important part of becoming active members of our church!

Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons
Ordination and installation of Elders and Deacons was held on January 17th.
Our thanks to Elders and Deacons retiring from terms of active service this year:

Elders: Leon Young, Adam Johnston, Buddy Jeffers, Rob Smith, Cathy Cushey, Kathie Putorti and Jonnie
Swarow

Deacons: Lala Patsch, Inez Patsch, Lee Mason, Jeff Paxton and Karen Jones
Welcome to new terms of active service:

Elders: Bill Vogel, Fred Andy, Dave Checque, John Jones*, Shane Koszarsky, John Lesjak and Thurman
Yost

Deacons: Joanie Bish, Valorie Checque, Tiffany Lesjak, Vicky Lesjak, Lynn Smith* and Nancy Ward

(*indicates second term)
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What a wonderful Advent and Christmas dd
season we had this year at First U.P. Church!

I would like to thank the Celebration Ringers
and the Chancel Choir for their dedication. The
cantata was beautiful and | always enjoy the bell N
music before the Christmas Eve service.
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The children and youth did a wonderful job 4d
also. "The Tiniest Christmas Star" was a great way
to hear the Christmas story and the Lil' Chimers did
a great job on "The First Noel" and "Joy to the
World". Jonnie and | would like to thank the Sun-
J3 day School teachers for their help. Also, thanks to
JJ the parents for bringing your children to rehearsal.
dd Thanks to the Praise Band for playing "The Carol of
gthe Bells". Nice job everyone!
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g | would like to thank the Session, the Cele-
nbration Ringers, and the Chancel Choir for theJ7
Christmas presents. | enjoy working with all of you &

J3 and I am looking forward to another year.
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And now, on to Youth Sunday, Taters & Tal-
JJ ent Night, Lent, and Easter. There is more great
music to come!!

a
v b e b v fe b b B e e v

&
g Karen
&9
&3
&

JIRNNNNANRNNRNRNNRNNRNNRNRNNREINRT

O

1Y

<
<

HOW WIDE AND LONG
AND HIGH AND DEEP

EPHESIANS 3:18, NIV
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[S THE LOVE OF CHRIST.

Ongoing Deacons Mission Project

In the past years you have supported
Avis Arbor with donations and toiletries for
abused women and children. In today’s econ-
omy, things have become a lot worse. We
have decided to add the Washington Women'’s
Shelter and the Washington Christian Outreach
to our outreach projects to support.

All three organizations are located in
Washington and all are in need to toothpaste,
toothbrushes, soap, deodorant, shampoo, lo-
tion, paper towels, toilet paper, tissues, etc.
They have suggested baby items as well.

Remember when you go on vacation to
bring home the small shampoo and lotion bot-
tles provided in the hotel. Also when the stores
have buy one get one free promotions, that's a
free donation.

There are baskets at all the doors for
your donations. This is an ongoing mission.

Thank you all for your support.

The Deacons

Thank You

Dear Houston Friends,

Thank you so much for your gift of
$1,000! We are so encouraged by your gener-
ous support for our ministry.

We really enjoyed our visit to your
church on December 6th. You made us feel
welcome!

We consider it a great privilege to part-
ner with you in the Pacific Islands. We pray
that 2010 will be a wonderful year in the life of
your church!

Love,
Don Roths

The Heavenly Herald



It's Time ....... For a New Church Directory!
Can you name the year we published our last most recent 1st UP Church directory?

Photos were taken in 2005 and the book was distributed in 2006. It's been 5 years and many
changes in our church membership and our addresses, phone numbers and email contact numbers.

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CALENDARS AND SAVE THESE DATES FO R PHOTO SESSIONS:

THURSDAY, FEB. 18 — 3:00 TO 9:30 P.M.
FRIDAY, FEB. 26 — 3:00 TO 9:30 P.M.
SATURDAY, FEB. 27 — 10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.

Our goal is to schedule a minimum of 100 photography sessions (30-35 families each day). Olan Mills
professional photographers will take pictures of individuals and families. At the same appointment, you will
see and select your photo for the directory. If you choose to, you may purchase photos.

Olan Mills offers special incentives: an extra 20 copies of the directory, 500 color brochures of our
church and activities and $200 donation to a ministry of our congregation. These require 100 photography
appointments. So, plan now to gather your immediate family household on February 18, 26 or 27. Maybe it's
time to gather grandparents and the whole clan for an extended family portrait!

Contact Valorie Checque at 724 746-5198 for more information. Available photo times for the new
church directory are posted on our website. You may also sign up by emailing:
deacons@houstonpresbyterian.org.

Real Life Evangelism
Telling Your Story, Sharing Your Joy!

Each one of us has experienced the power and presence of God in our lives. Each one of us
knows how amazing it is to have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. That’s good news and
something to share!

But most of us find it difficult to talk about our faith. We’re worried people will think we're odd or
ask us questions for which we don’t have answers. We're worried we will get tongue-tied and won’t know
what to say.

Telling Your Story, Sharing Your Joy is the theme of an adult retreat to be held February 19
through 21 at Crestfield Camp and Conference Center in Slippery Rock. This weekend will encourage and
equip, providing you opportunities to reflect on God’s presence and work in your life and to begin formulat-
ing your own story or stories of faith. We'll learn how to really listen to others so you can discern how and
when to share the Good News of God’s love. Through times of learning and sharing, as well as time for
guiet and reflection, we will explore the possibilities of authentic, enthusiastic and life-changing real life
evangelism.

The cost for the whole weekend is only $89/person and includes lodging, meals and program. For
more information or to register, contact the Washington Presbytery at 724 222-1500.
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PROPERTIES COMMITTEE NEWS

The Properties Committee would like to encourage everyone to attend the Annual Meeting of our
congregation on Sunday mourning February 14, 2010. In the “2009 Annual Report” that will be available at
the meeting, we have recalled and summarized the major improvements made to our Church and Manse
properties over this past decade. During the period 2000 through 2009, we contributed and invested an
astonishing $490,600 in our Church and Manse properties as we planned and completed some very sig-
nificant projects.

In 2010 we have already began our current year projects. With the new windows now in place in
Fellowship Hall and the Jr./Sr. High Area upstairs, we are initiating repairs to the plaster walls and then
moving on to painting these areas. New window coverings are in the plans and we hope to complete this
renovation in the next few months.

One of the most exciting projects for 2010 is an opportunity to have the Sanctuary painted for a
very reasonable offer. The Session approved this offer at the December meeting. The Sanctuary was last
painted in 1987, twenty-three years ago. The walls and trim have faded and dirtied over this time period
and the opportunity presented to us not only was gracious but timely as well. A significant amount of re-
view and discussion has been invested in planning the details of color and sheen for the walls and trim.
For the most part, the colors in the scheme are similar to our current colors, with some subtle changes in
tint and sheen. We also plan to highlight some focal areas for effect.

So as we move into a new decade the Properties Committee would like to thank all members and
friends of our congregation for your past and continued financial support of these worthy and challenging
projects. Through your generous donations and support we are joining together in our commitment to be
good stewards of His house.

The Properties Committee Members

Thinking of Lent

Advent prepares us for Christ’s birth; Lent prepares us for the glorious act of Christ's resurrection.
Churches have special services during the weeks of Lent, but it's what each of us does regarding our spiri-
tual life that makes Lent most meaningful.

Lent is a good time to read, study and inwardly digest the four gospels. (The word gospel means
“good news.”)

A college student decided to work his way through Matthew, Mark, Luke and John for his Lenten
devotional time. Soon he was fascinated by the stories, such as the Pharisees and Sadducees trying to
trap Jesus in debate. The brilliant Jesus handled every occasion with wisdom, leaving the authorities
dumbfounded.

During his devotional time, the student was filled with laughter and amazement at the brilliant son

of God, who was only in his 30s. Get to know the good news, and you’ll understand the young man’s
amazement.
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News from the Deacons

Family Night Bowling on Saturday, March
6th from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. at Rt. 19 Lanes. The
price is $2.65/game and $1.00/shoes. (Their usual
price is $2.75/game and $1.50/shoes.)

Scrip card orders are due the 2" Sunday of
each month. The profit from the sale of these cards
will be used for the chapel roof.

We will be having another Max & Erma’s
fundraiser in the spring. Details will follow.

If you are interested in helping with the
Canonsburg-Houston Food Pantry site at the Heri-
tage House, please contact Cherie Kisla at 724 554-
2433.

The next Deacon meeting will be Tuesday,
February 2, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Benefit Performance for Jami Craig

Tables float....minds are read....metal
bends and your imagination is challenged because
you won't believe your eyes!

You've seen Craig Karges on “The Tonight
Show with Jay Leno” and “Larry King Live” as well
as CNN Headline News, Fox News Channel, E! En-
tertainment Television, CNBC, UPN, Lifetime, Wis-
dom Television and even Soap-NET! The extraor-
dinist has also starred in two one-hour television
specials and is the author of “Ignite Your Intuition”
and “The Wizard’'s Legacy”. And now you can see
him in Chartiers Township!

Craig will be performing at the Chartiers
Houston High School Auditorium on Saturday,
March 13th at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $20 for adults
and under 18 is $15. There will also be a personal
choice auction and 50/50 drawing. For tickets
please call 412 398-4555.
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Becoming One
(formerly known as
Pre-Cana Pre-Marriage Seminar)

Planning a Wedding?
Plan your marriage too!
Share a day together

Before you say, “I do.” If you are contem-
plating marriage even if you are not officially en-
gaged or have your wedding date set, you are wel-
come to attend the upcoming Becoming One
Seminar. The day is couples contemplating mar-
riage or couples married less than one year. Itis a
quiet day designed to give couples a chance to
concentrate on one another, to explore strength
and weaknesses, ambitions and goals and to im-
prove communication.

The next date is Saturday, March 6, 2010
at Emmanuel UP Church in Eighty Four.

If you have any questions or to register,
please contact Jason and Nicole Dalnoky at 724
255-3937 or ndalnoky@funslides.com

Other dates include:

April 24 at St. Matthew Lutheran, Hunker
(New Stanton)

May 15 at St. Mark Lutheran, Pittsburgh
(Brookline)

October 2 at Community United Methodist,
Irwin

Spring Fling

The women of St. Benedict the Abbot
Church are hosting an Arts, Crafts and Antiques
Fair on April 10, 2010. They are looking for ven-
dors and shoppers.

If you are interested in being a vendor at
this fair, please contact Debbie Booth, our
church secretary, for a vendor letter and regis-
tration form.

The Heavenly Herald



Deacons Open Special
“Fund for Amber”

A special fund has been opened by the Dea-
cons to receive contributions for one of the youngest
members of our church family. Early in November
Charlie Habe suddenly became ill and was rushed to
West Penn Hospital where he died within the week,
very probably of swine flu. Charlie was the single fa-
ther of 5 year old Amber. If you were at Sunday
School downstairs or at Vacation Bible School, you
saw Charlie — the big guy with the little cap on top of
his head — with Amber because he made sure she
had perfect attendance.

Amber now lives with her aunt and uncle,
Becky and Bobby Washabaugh and they have prom-
ised to keep up Amber’s perfect attendance because
Sunday School was so important to her dad, Charlie,
and to her grandmother, Frances Habe. Amber has
some special needs to deal with big problems in her
young life. Money will help with counseling, medical
evaluations and settling some of the legalities that fol-
low the sudden death of the custodial parent.

At the funeral service for Charlie | received a
special hand written note from our praying hands
written by another 5 year old friend from Miss Libby’s
Sunday School class. It said:

“PRAY
FOR
AM
BER”

Your continuing prayers for Amber and her
family are requested. If you would like to, you may
make contributions to “Amber’s Fund” care of the
Deacons at First United Presbyterian Church. You
may mark a green Deacon’s offering envelope or
send a check to the Deacons in care of the First UP
Church office, 102 N. Main Street, Houston.
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2010 Census Jobs Available

The U.S. Census Bureau is recruiting
temporary, part-time census takers for the
2010 census. These short term jobs offer
good pay ($15.25 per hour), flexible hours (5-
40 hours per week), paid training and reim-
bursement for authorized work-related ex-
penses, such as mileage incurred while con-
ducting census work. And census takers work
close to home in their own communities.

Census taker jobs are excellent for
people who want to work part-time, those who
are between jobs, students 18 years or older,
or just about anyone who wants to earn extra
money while performing an important service
for their community.

Recruiters are hosting a 30-minute em-
ployment exam in many local communities,
with many dates and times available.

Anyone seeking employment should
call the U.S. Census Bureau’s toll-free num-
ber, 1 866 861-2010. The potential applicant
will be prompted to provide their zip code to be
routed to their local census office to begin the
application process.

For more information about the 2010
census and census jobs, please visit their
website: www.2010censusjobs.gov.

New Member Class

A New Member Class will be
held on Sunday, February 7, 14 and 21
from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. in the Parent’s
Room downstairs.

Please contact Rev. CJE if you
are interested in participating in this

class.
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Haiti Relief Efforts
What You Can Do

Those who do have a passion to serve are en-
couraged to register their interest so that we can con-
tact you when the situation is stable and appropriate.

The Episcopal cathedral is gone. Schools and
hospitals are destroyed. Government buildings are in
ruins. With so many symbols of safety and security de-
stroyed the people search for signs of hope. Mark
Hare, PC(USA) mission co-worker to Haiti, writes:

Port au Prince has been deeply wounded. The
whole country will be deeply affected. | have
no answers for any of these problems. Just the
reminder that | felt, again, this morning while
reading the [Mission] Yearbook [for Prayer &
Study], that our God is a God of hope, that de-
spair has already been defeated, and [that]
now is the time to face what has happened and
to act, act out of that hope and not out of de-
spair. | don't have any idea what that will
mean. But our God is up to the task. Pray for
us, that we will also be up to the task.

Yes. Our God is up to the task. Pray that we
will all be up to the task.

Join Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in the
relief efforts. As God'’s people we are called to stand in
the “GAP” — GIVE. ACT. PRAY.

Give — Financial support for relief efforts can
be made online and designated to DR000064. Gifts
can also be made by phone at (800) 872-3283, and
checks can be mailed to Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance, P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.

Act — Prepare for a special worship service in
your congregation using the hymn, bulletin inserts and
other worship resources available from PDA. Congre-
gations and individuals can also put together hygiene
kits and baby kits to be distributed through Church
World Service.

Pray — Join with others in lifting up the people
of Haiti and those seeking to provide aid in this critical
time. As the eyes of the world turn to Haiti, let us join
our hearts in prayer.

Page 8

Open Door Nursery
Registration for Fall 2010
Now Open

Class selections are:

3 year old class: Tuesday and Thursday
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. $83/month

4 year old class: Monday, Wednesday and
Friday from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. $93/month
or Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from
12:30 to 3:00 p.m. $93/month

Transitional Class $93/month (teacher rec-
ommendation required)

A non-refundable registration fee of $35 is
required. Please make checks payable to
Open Door Nursery.

Henrietta Ladzinski, Director

724 745-2991
Open Door Nursery 724 746-3833
opendoornursery.com
opendoornursery@gmail

Bible Release Time

Tuesdays, February 2 through
March 23 (8 weeks) 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Students are bused from Allison
Elementary to Chartiers Cross Roads
Church and bused back to school for the
bus ride home. About 80 students patrtici-
pate in this program.

A teacher for the 2nd and 3rd grade
class is needed.

Parents must give permission for
their children to participate to Mrs. Caruso
at Allison Elementary.

If you have any questions, please

contact Martha Domske, Director, at 724
225-5407.
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN FEBRUARY 2010

GREETERS Liturgist:
Grier Adamson
Deacon Greeters:
Nursery Workers:
February 7 Nancy Ward (GV)
Valorie Checque (MV) February 7 Kristin McCarty
Kim Keenan (GH) Jessica Young
Skipper Maxfield (MH)
February 14 Bethany Carder (GV) February 14 Tricia Fee
Linda Young (MV) Claire Fee
Tiffany Lesjak (GH) L
Skipper Maxfield (MH) February 21 Virginia Johnston
, Shannon McFarland
February 21 Nancy Martinez (GV)
Bob Blough (MV) February 28 Patty Scott
Margaret Strimel (GH) Shannon Scott
Skipper Maxfield (MH)
February 28 Bob Blough (GV)
Vicky Lesjak (MV)

Stacey Simpson (GH)
Skipper Maxfield (MH)

February 2010

S MTWTF S

February 7 Rev. CJE (GH)
Gloria Schmalz (GV) 1 2 3 4 5 6

Frod Ay MV, 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
February 14 Cyndi F_’owell (GH) 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Rev. CJE (GV)

Bill Smith (MH) 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Kristie Coppola (MV) 28

February 21 Bill Vogel (GH)
Thurman Yost (GV)
Rev. CJE (MH)
John Zanaglio (MV)

Elder Greeters:

February 28 Dave Checque (GH)
Grier Adamson (GV)
Peggy Yost (MH)
Rev. CJE (MV)

Money Counters:

John Jones
Shane Koszarsky
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FEBRUARY 2010 CHURCH CALENDAR

Tuesday, February 2 7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting
Saturday, February 6 6:30 p.m. Taters and Talent Night
Sunday, February 7 Souper Bowl Sunday

9:45-10:45 a.m. New Member Class in Parent’'s Room downstairs
12:00 p.m. Discovery Class
6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

Tuesday, February 9 6:30 p.m. Christian Ed Committee meeting

Friday, February 12 March newsletter articles due in office
6:00-11:00 p.m. Emmaus

Sunday, February 14 Scrip card orders due

9:45-10:45 a.m. New Member Class in Parent’'s Room downstairs
11:45 a.m. Annual Meeting of the Congregation — lunch afterward
6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

Tuesday, February 16 7:00 p.m. Session meeting

Wednesday, February 17 Ash Wednesday
6:30 p.m. Pancake Dinner
7:00 p.m. Communion Service

Thursday, February 18 3:00-9:30 p.m. Church Directory Photos — Olan Mills
Friday, February 19 6:30-7:30 p.m. Preschool Adventurers Pajama Party
Sunday, February 21 9:45-10:45 a.m. New Member Class in Parent's Room downstairs

12:00 p.m. Discovery Class
6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

Thursday, February 25 9:00 a.m. MOW Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast

Friday, February 26 3:00-9:30 p.m. Church Directory Photos — Olan Mills
Saturday, February 27 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Church Directory Photos — Olan Mills
Sunday, February 28 12:00 p.m. Discovery Class

6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

Tuesday, February 2, 9, 16 & 23:
2:00-3:00 p.m. Bible Release Time at Chartiers Cross Roads Church

Wednesday, February 3, 10 & 24:
6:30 p.m. Bells 8:00 p.m. Choir

Thursday, February 4, 11 & 25:
7:00-8:30 p.m. Bible Study and Prayer Group in Family Room led by Bill Speakman.

Mondays , 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Doug Schmidt 724 747-3821
Tuesdays , 8:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous, Larry Alling 724 746-3425

£ DEADLINE

J;‘ b h‘""/ “
ﬁk‘ ‘ The deadline for articles for the March 2010 newsletter is Friday, February
.~ 12th. Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you may
email them to the church. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Pajama Party

Who: FUPC Adventurers (preschool children ages 3-6
with their parents or grandparents)

What: Celebrate winter with us!

Wear your pajamas and slippers. Make a craft,
play games, hear bedtime stories and have a treat.

When: 6:30to 7:30 p.m. on Friday, February 19

Where: Fellowship Hall in the First United Presbyterian
Church of Houston

Please RSVP to Tricia Fee at 724 873-0832 by Febru-
ary 16

Hope to see you there!

Cpread the Word

The Heavenly Herald
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”



