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Dear Friends, 
 

           It’s the middle of winter and the weather forecast is bleak. The New 
Year forecasts are just as dark, clouded with question marks for which 
there are no answers to provide light. It’s hard to see where we’re going in 
the dark. Though the ornamental Christmas lights and decorations will 
soon be packed away the true Light of Christmas does not allow itself 
to be packed away into the darkness! 
 

What has come into being in him is life, and the life is the light of the 
all people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has 
not overcome it. John 1:4-5 
 

The Light is the glory of God’s grace and truth seen in Jesus Christ the true 
Word that reveals God to us. 
 

No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to 
the Father’s heart, who has made Him known. John 1: 18 

 
           As Christian disciples of Jesus, the Lig ht of the World, it is im-
portant that we not allow ourselves to be sucked in to the doom and 
gloom in the world marketplace.  The True Church has never been de-
pendent on money but depends on the Spirit of God who shines through 
the lives of people who trust God revealed in Jesus who was born into the 
dark night in Bethlehem 2000 years ago. We need money of course to 
function in the world, but there is a lot of good work to be done by us as we 
pray with and help others, sharing what we have giving thanks to God. 
 
           It is our challenge and our privilege to live in th e Light of our 
Lord Jesus and to share that Spirit of light in our  living especially in 
these times of financial nervousness and insecurity . As a church we 
will make special efforts to study the Word of God in scripture for our 
inspiration and guidance.  
 
           May God bless you with faith and hope in the Light of Life through-
out 2009! 
                                                                  

Yours in Christ’s Service, 
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News from the Deacons 
 
 
           The Deacons are holding a new fund-
raiser.  They are selling gift cards.  These gift 
cards are available from over 300 national and 
local retailers.  Please see any Deacon to or-
der.  There are also order forms in the office.  
We thank you for your support; we appreciate 
it.  Shop N Save gift cards are now available. 
 
           The Deacons wish everyone a blessed 
holiday season. 
 
           The next Deacons meeting is Tuesday, 
January 6, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
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So The World May Know 
 
           Starting Sunday, January 11, we will 
again show the Focus On The Family videos 
"So The World May Know".  These videos 
were taped in the Middle East where Jesus 
lived and taught and are an excellent interpre-
tation of the Bible.  
 
           We will start right after Church with a 
covered dish lunch.  (We have some excellent 
cooks) so come and join us for good food, 
good friends and outstanding lessons from the 
Bible. 
 
           Call the church office 724 -746-3040 or 
me, Peg Yost 724-947-5686 (so we know how 
much food to prepare) or just come to the Fel-
lowship Hall after church on Jan. 11th.  
 

GriefShare 
 
           On Wednesday, January 14th, 
Canonsburg United Presbyterian Church will 
begin a program titled “GriefShare” to help 
with one of life’s most difficult experiences...
losing a loved one. “GriefShare” is a caring, 
friendly group of people who will walk along-
side you through each step of the grieving 
process. 
 
           “GriefShare” seminars and support 
groups are led by people who are personally 
acquainted with the pain and grief of losing a 
loved one and want to help you recover from 
your loss and rebuild your life. We hope you 
will join us!                           
                                  
            

Program Kick Off Details 
 

6 Wednesday Sessions from 6:30-8:30PM 
Beginning: Jan. 14th, 2009 

Ending: Feb. 18th, 2009 
 

All Sessions are held at: Canonsburg UP 
Church, 112 West Pike Street,  

Canonsburg, PA 15317,  
Fellowship Hall 

Registration Fee: $10.00  
(Scholarships Available) 

 
For more info or to register, please call  

Beth Hunt at 724-746-5327 or  
Elsie Spalla at 724-746-1964 
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CROP Walk Update 
 
           Thanks to everyone who helped, participated or made a donation to the CROP Walk this 
year! 
 
           2008 participating churches: 
 
           First United Presbyterian Church                                   $940.06 
           St. Benedict the Abbott Church                                      $935.05 
           Canonsburg Presbyterian Church                                  $886.00 
           St. Paul’s Lutheran Church                                             $257.00 
           Chartiers Hill United Presbyterian Church                     $200.00 
           Meadowlands/Fawcett United Methodist Church          $  53.00 
           Venice Presbyterian Church                                           $  20.00 
 
                      Total amount raised:                                          $3,291.11 
 
25% of the total amount raised ($822.76) will be distributed to the following local organizations: 
 
           Meals on Wheels — Peters Township                $205.69 
           Food Bank — Peters Township                           $205.69 
           Meals on Wheels — Canonsburg/Houston        $205.69 
           Food Bank — Canonsburg/Houston                   $205.69 
 
           Thanks again for all of your efforts to make the 2008 CROP Walk a success!! 
 
                                                                                                  God bless, 
                                                                                                  Amy Wiszczor 

Prayer Chain Seeking New Links 
 
           Our church prayer chain sends a phone call down the phone chain with requests for 
prayers that come from members of our congregation.  Each person passes the prayer re-
quest to the next person on their list.  
 
           The chain is open to new members who are willing to do 2 things faithfully: 
 
                      1.  Make the phone calls necessary to keep the prayer requests circulating and 
                      2.  Pray regularly for God’s blessing of those named. 
 
           Please contact MaryAnn Clark (724 745-6508) if you would like to be a link in this 
strong chain of prayer.  Knowing that our church is praying has been a gift of strength and 
comfort to many. 
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           GREETERS 
 

Deacon Greeters: 
 

 

       January 4           Jeff Paxton  
                                Nancy Martinez 
 
      January 11         Lee Mason 
                                Virginia Rockwell 
 
      January 18         Mary Skirpan 
                                Dottie Lesnock 
 
      January 25         Lala Patsch 
                                Inez Patsch 
            
       

Elder Greeters: 
 

      January 4           Grier Adamson (GH) 
                                Kristie Coppola (GV) 
                                Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                Cathy Cushey (MV)  
 
      January 11         Gloria Schmalz (GH) 
                                Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                Thelma Mitchell (MH) 
                                Rob Smith (MV) 
 
      January 18         Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                John Zanaglio (GV) 
                                Thelma Mitchell (MH) 
                                Sandy Wallace (MV) 
 

       
      January 25         Gloria Schmalz (GH) 
                                Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                John Jones (MH) 
                                Buddy Jeffers (MV)   
 
 
Money Counters: 
 

           John Jones 
           Jonnie Swarow 
 
 

Liturgist:       Harlan Shober 
 
 

Adult Ushers:         (list not available at time of 
                                              publication) 
 
           January 4                 
            
           January 11               
 
           January 18 
 
           January 25               
 
       
Nursery Workers:   (list not available at time of 
                                              publication) 
 
 

      January 4             
                                  
 
      January 11           
                                  
 
      January 18           
                                  
 
      January 25           
                                  
 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN JANUARY 2009 



DEADLINE 
 

            The deadline for articles for the February 2009 newsletter is Wednes-
day, January 21st .  Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s 
desk or you may email them to the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

JANUARY 2009 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
 
Thursday, January 1                     HAPPY NEW YEAR!  Office closed 
Sunday, January 4                        11:00 a.m. Communion 
                                                      6:00-8:00 p.m. Epiphany Tree Burning 
Tuesday, January 6                      7:00 p.m. Deacons in Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, January 11                      12:00 p.m. Music and Worship 
Tuesday, January 20                    7:00 p.m. Session  (train elders) 
Wednesday, January 21               February Newsletter articles due in office 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, January 4, 11, 18 & 25: 
           5:00-6:00 p.m. Praise Band 
           6:00-8:00 p.m. 1st UP Youth 
 
Wednesday, January 7, 14, 21 and 28: 
           6:30 p.m. Bells 
           8:00 p.m. Choir 
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Music Notes 
 
          Jonnie and I would like to thank all the 
children and youth who participated in the 
Christmas program.  What a wonderful service!  
We had a lot of beautiful music thanks to the 
Hymn Dingers, Junior Bells and the Lil’ 
Chimers.  The Praise Band and members of 
the Senior High class did a fantastic job on 
“Little Drummer Boy”.  Everyone enjoyed the 
musical “on Our Way to Bethlehem”.  The chil-
dren did a great job telling the story of Christ-
mas.  Thanks to the parents for bringing their 
children to practice.  Thanks to all the Sunday 
School teachers and parents for their help.  We 
would also like to thank Sandy Wallace and Ja-
mie Craig for helping with the costumes. 
 
          I would like to thank the members of the 
Chancel Choir and the Celebration Ringers for 
their wonderful gifts.  I am blessed to work with 
such a wonderful group of talented people. 
 
          The bell choirs will be taking the month 
of January off while the bells are sent out for 
maintenance.  We hope to be back in Febru-
ary. 
 
          If anyone is interested in singing in the 
choir, please come join us on Wednesday eve-
nings at 8:00 p.m.  We would love to see some 
new faces.  Students in the Junior/Senior High 
Class are welcome. 
 
                                           Karen 



How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 
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