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Dear Members and Friends of First United Presbyterian Church in  
Houston PA, 
            
           The Session and Minister of our congregation want to reassure you 
all and restate the relationship of our congregation with Washington Pres-
bytery and the Presbyterian Church, USA. We do not want you to be un-
duly upset by news reports or rumors of congregations leaving the denomi-
nation. We do want you to be informed. Accurate information is the best 
way to be secure and confident.  
 
           You know who we are and what we stand for. We have not changed 
our identity nor do we intend to leave the Presbyterian Church USA. We 
have enclosed the brief pamphlet which was prepared by the Session sev-
eral years ago in 2001 to introduce our congregation to visitors.  
 
           Many of you read the front page of the Washington Observer-
Reporter Saturday, May 12.  It carried a headline article about Washington 
Presbytery and the Peter’s Creek Presbyterian Church. As is usually the 
case, there is a lot more to the story than is included in an article. Peter’s 
Creek Church apparently wanted to make sure that the story was told from 
their point of view first. Washington Presbytery is in the process of consid-
ering for adoption a policy and procedure which is intended to protect the 
rights of church members of both the majority and minority opinions within 
any congregation which might desire to be dismissed, but the policy has 
not yet been adopted and cannot therefore be applied. Patience, under-
standing, and truth are spiritual virtues needed in this situation. (Galatians 
5:22-26) 
 
           Some congregations within the Presbyterian Church USA have 
been unhappy with statements of the denomination on several subjects 
and, having associated in like-minded groups, are deciding now whether to 
leave the denomination. Individual ministers and members of the church 
always have the option to maintain their active membership or move their 
membership to some other church. The issues become much more compli-
cated when a congregation is led to request dismissal and wishes to keep 
the property and assets which have been given to the Presbyterian Church 
or its predecessors over many, many generations. These matters can and 
should be worked out through the governing bodies of the church without 
recourse to civil courts. (I Corinthians 6:1-7) 

continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

 
           We believe the Presbyterian form of church government is good and is a healthy way 
to conduct the life of the church at large. First United Presbyterian Church of Houston, PA 
was founded as a Presbyterian Church in 1888 and has always been a proud member con-
gregation of the denominations which are now known as the Presbyterian Church in the USA. 
Through historic mergers and realignments we have been a member congregation of the cur-
rent Washington Presbytery since it’s beginning. We intend to remain so identified. 

 
                                                      Yours in Christ’s Service, 
 
                                                         ��������	�
����� Clerk of Session 
 
                                                         
�������������������	�� , Minister�

BARNABAS ENCOURAGEMENT 
AWARDS FOR 2007 

 
            Applications and in-
structions for applying for the 
2007 Barnabas Awards are 
being accepted until June 20, 
2007.  Two awards will be 
presented to either graduating 
seniors of high school, class 
of 2007, or to a member re-
turning to school as an upper-

classman.  This may be college, technical or voca-
tional school.  We have made every attempt to be 
sure our list of eligible applicants is correct and 
have mailed out information to everyone on our 
list.  If you are eligible and have not yet received 
information, please call the church office and a 
packet will be mailed out to you.  Also, if you are 
no longer eligible, please let us know so that we 
may correct our list.  These awards are $700.00 
per student.  Please consider applying today!!! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
GRADUATES 

 
Jennifer Andy from Case Western in 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Richard Lesnock from California University 
of Pennsylvania 
 
Tim Stienstraw from the University of Pitts-
burgh 
 
From Chartiers Houston High School: 
 

Corey Andy 
Ashley Culp 

Kimberly Lesnock 
Grady Paxton 
Marc Scarcell 
Heather White 
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A NEW MINISTRY FOR  
ELDERS AND DEACONS 

 
           This invitation is extended to all Elders and 
Deacons. 
 
           We Presbyterians ordain people elected by 
the congregation with prayer and laying on of 
hands to serve as Elders and Deacons.  Ordina-
tion is conferred for a lifetime although we take 
terms of active service for 3 years at a time.  So, if 
you have been ordained, you are still an eEder or 
Deacon in our church. 
 
           The Session would like to increase the 
number of times we serve communion to those 
who are  homebound.  Recent additions to the 
Book of Order allow us a new option.  Elders and 
Deacons with training may serve communion to 
the homebound following worship on the Sunday 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in church.  This 
practice is called “extending the service”. 
 
           We invite you to a training session, 
Wednesday evening, June 13 from 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m.  We will extend the communion service to 
our homebound members on Sunday, July 1. 
 
           Currently there are about 20 people on our 
homebound member list.  Ten teams of two offi-
cers each making two afternoon visits would ex-
tend the table service to all.  We would like to train 
a minimum of twenty Elders and Deacons, more if 
possible to accommodate more church members 
when needed. 
 
           Please call Rev. CjE or Jonnie Swarow, 
Worship Chair, and tell us of your willingness to 
be a participant in this privileged service. 

EXTENDING THE TABLE  
TO HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

 
           For many health related reasons, 
some of our church members who love 
the Lord and His Church are not able to 
come for worship.  For some this is a 
temporary situation, for others the condi-
tion will last for the foreseeable future.  
We want to keep our list up-to-date so 
that we can “take church to them” while 
they are not able  “to come to church” ei-
ther short term or long term. 
 
           So, the Session and Deacons ask 
for your help!  Please write a note or call 
Rev. CjE at the church and give us the 
name and current address (and phone 
number is possible) of people who would 
like mailings or occasional visits from 
church members and pastor.  We truly 
appreciate your assistance. 

Habitat for Humanity 
Washington County 

 

4th Annual 
Benefit Gold Outing 

 

Friday, June 22, 2007 
 

Lindenwood Golf Club 
 
           Lunch on the course, Awards 
Dinner, skills and team prizes and raf-
fle drawing.  Grand Prize is a Septem-
ber week in a luxurious 4 bedroom, 4 
bath condo in beautiful Windy Hills 
Dunes in North Myrtle Beach. 
 
           V i s i t  w w w .
habitatwashpa.org for more 
information or to register. 
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MUSIC NOTES 
 

            As our year comes to a close, I would 
like to thank all the members of the Chancel 
Choir and the Celebration Ringers for their 
dedication.  Their willingness to share their 
talents goes above any group I have ever 
worked with.  Thank you for being there 
every Wednesday and every Sunday to 
share God’s word through music.  I can’t be-
lieve that I will be here fifteen years in Sep-
tember!  I guess time really does fly when 
you are having fun!  Enjoy your time off and I 
will see you in the fall.  
  
            There are two special dates to mark 
on your calendar for the summer.  There will 
be an All Music Sunday (complete with a 
hymn sing) on July 15. On Saturday, August 
11, there will be another Taters and Talent 
Night.  So get ready to have some fun this 
summer.   
 
            If anyone is interested in singing or 
playing an instrument for a Sunday worship 
service during the summer,  please call me 
to schedule a Sunday.   

�
����� ����������� ����� Karen 
                                              724-948-3041 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
"NEEDS" 

 
6 " paper plates 
napkins 
8 oz. paper or plastic cups - No styrofoam  
                                              pleas e 
zip loc sandwich bags 
cupcake liners 
raisins 
M & M's 
red licorice bits 
mini pretzels 
bite size frosted mini wheats 
graham crackers 
marshmallow creme 
ritz crackers 
vanilla pudding cups 
marachino cherries 
Handi wipes 
 
Please have all donations at the church by Sun-
day, June 17.  This will allow me time to get 
"organized" .  Thank you for your continued 
support.   
 
                                  Kathy Vogel 

THANKS TO VOLUNTEERS 
 
           Friday and Saturday, May 11 and 12, a crew of able volunteers assembled to re-
place the garage roof at the manse.  The wood and paper under what appeared to be origi-
nal shingles were in good shape.  So, new ice guard, a new layer of paper and shingles 
were completed in two days.  Lots of fun and fellowship were enjoyed by all from youngest 
(4 years old) to the oldest (77)! 
 
           Thanks to Leon Young who headed the crew, Linda Young, Joy Bell with Jessica 
and Sammy, Thurman Yost, John Lesjak, Dave Keenan, Rob Smith, Esther and Joe Kusic, 
and Tiffany Campbell with Reagan Campbell and Caleb Naugle. 
 
           Thanks also to the landscape crew at the church and manse:   Buddy Jeffers and 
David Fee. 
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THANK YOU, HYMN DINGERS! 
 
           The Hymn Dingers and Junior Bells have wrapped things up for the summer with a final of-
fering of their gift of music at our church on May 13, 2007. 
  
           For the past nine months, the 12 Hymn Dingers have very faithfully dedicated almost every 
Sunday morning practicing for the church services and other community service and outreach 
events where they rang out for the glory of God.  The amount of time and effort put forth by these 
youth in serving our Lord and our Church should be recognized.  Our Junior Bells put in extra time in 
addition to the Hymn Dingers.  All should be inspired by their commitment as ambassadors of our 
Church. 
 
           The following have worked enthusiastically toward our mission: 
 
           Kim Lesnock (Jr. Bells) – 8 years                               
 
           Devan Zanaglio (Jr. Bells) - 5 years                           Brent Bigler (Jr. Bells) – 5 years 
 
           Breanna Bakaitis (Jr. Bells) – 4 years                        Kylee Moninger (Jr. Bells) – 4 years 
 
           Hunter Bigler – 3 years                                              Shannon McFarland – 3 years 
 
           Rachel Bakaitis – 2 years      James Orbich – 2 years         Haley Wallace – 2 years 
 
           MacKenzi Marshall – 1 year                          Courtney Zanaglio – 1 year 
 
           We are pleased and proud of 4th graders Scott McFarland and Karlee Zanaglio for joining 
the Hymn Dingers as accompanists for special performances this year. 
 
           We are also very pleased and proud of Kim Lesnock who gave of her talents to our mission 
as our Junior Director.  She has also done solos, ensemble work, and was the lead in the bell play.  
Since she is a senior this year and won’t be returning in the fall, we wish her well.  We’ll miss you!!  

 
           Recognition is due to the following for Perfect and Outstanding Attendance to our practices 
and to our offering of our gift to music to our congregation: 

 
           Perfect Attendance                                        Outstanding Attendance 
 
           Breanna Bakaitis                                           Brent Bigler 
           Rachel Bakaitis                                             Shannon McFarland 
           Devan Zanaglio                                             Courtney Zanaglio 
 
           Thank all of you Hymn Dingers for sharing your time and talents with us!! 

���������	��
��
����	����
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News from the Deacons 
 
The Deacons would like to thank everyone for coming to 
the Spring Luncheon. 
 
The church picnic will be held on Wednesday, August 8th 
from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at North Strabane Township Park 
Pavilion.  The Deacons will furnish chicken and hot dogs, 
beverages and all the table service.  A Deacons’ meeting 
to discuss the church picnic will be held on Sunday, July 
15th after worship in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
The Deacons donated fruit trays for the Chartiers Houston 
High School Baccalaureate service on May 30th at Cen-
tral Assembly of God Church. 
 
The next regular Deacons meeting will be held on Tues-
day, September 4th at 7:00 p.m. 

Mark July 21st on  
your calendar!!! 

 
It is not too early to start planning 
for summer activities.  The Nur-

turing Committee is sponsoring a 
trip to see the Washington Wild 
Things ball game on July 21st.  

We have reserved 65 tickets, so 
be sure to sign up early. 
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The Youth Group is taking orders for t-
shirts ($15); sweatshirts ($20) and 
hoodies ($25).  Samples are hanging in 
the hall and order forms are on the bulle-
tin board. 



JUNE 2007 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

 

Saturday, June 2                   7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Sunday, June 3                     Communion and Recognition of our Graduates 
Tuesday, June 5                    6:30 p.m. Christian Ed meeting 
Sunday, June 10                   11:00 a.m. Special Meeting of the Congregation for the purpose of deciding 
                                                          whether to purchase property at 122 N. Main Street 
Monday, June 11                   1:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle 
Wednesday, June 13             7:00-8:30 p.m. training for Elders and Deacons for ministry of extending the 
                                                          table 
Thursday, June 14                 Flag Day 
Friday, June 15                     6:00-10:00 p.m. Emmaus 
Saturday, June 16                 7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Sunday, June 17                   Father’s Day 
Tuesday, June 19                  July Newsletter articles due in office 
                                              7:00 p.m. Session meeting 
Saturday, June 23                 4:00 p.m. Decorate for VBS 
Monday, June 25 to               6:00 to 8:30 p.m. Vacation Bible School 
  Friday, June 29 
Tuesday, June 26                  1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle 
 
Sundays, June 3, 10, 17 and 24 
            6:30 p.m. Hope Keepers Group 
 

Wednesdays, June 6, 13, 20 & 27 
            10:00 a.m. Mommie and me 
 

Thursdays, June 7, 14, 21 & 28 
            6:30 p.m.  Thursday Evening Classes 
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DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for articles for the July 2007 newsletter is Tuesday, June 19.  Please leave 
any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you may email them to the church.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

To contact us:  102 North Main Street, Houston, PA  15342 
Phone:  724 746-3040  —  
                       Church Office 310; Open Door Nursery 311; Rev. CjE 313; Meals on Wheels 314 
Fax number:  724 746-3041 
Website:  www.houstonpresbyterian.org  
Email:  fupchouston@hky.com; secretary@houstonpresbyterian.org  (for Debbie)  
revcje@houstonpresbyterian.org (for Rev. CjE)  
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org (for both Debbie and Rev. CjE) 
treasurer@houstonpresbyterian.org (for Cherie) 

Early worship services will begin on Sunday, June 3  and continue through 
August 26.  The service will be held in the chapel and will begin at 8:30 a.m.  
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           GREETERS 
 

 

Deacon Greeters: 
              
             June 3           Jeff Paxton 
                                 Karen Jones 
 
           June 10         Nancy Martinez 
                                 Mary Skirpan 
 
           June 17         Ruth Baxter 
                                 Alice Peterson 
 
           June 24         Lala Patsch 
                                 Inez Patsch 
 

                           
Elder Greeters: 
 

            June 3           Peg Yost (GH) 
                                 Thelma Mitchell (GV) 
                                 Susan Stonebraker (MH) 
                                 Sandy Wallace (MV) 
 

           June 10         Thurman Yost (GH) 
                                 Kathie Purtorti (GV) 
                                 Buddy Jeffers (MH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (MV) 
 

           June 17         Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                 Carole Borda (GV) 
                                 John Jones (MH) 
                                 Cathy Cushey (MV) 
 

           June 24         Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                 Gloria Schmalz (MH) 
                                 Peg Yost (MV) 
 

 
 
Money Counters: 
 

           Rob Smith 
           David Fee 
 

Liturgist:       Cherie Kisla 
 
 
Adult Ushers:   
 
      June 3                 Virginia Rockwell 
                                 Skippy 
 
      June 10               Joe Wiszczor 
                                 Amy Wiszczor 
 
      June 17               Joe Gordon 
                                 Beth Gordon 
 
      June 24               Margaret Strimel 
                                 Renee Poland 
 
       
 
Nursery Workers: 
 
      June 3                 Elaine Bigler 
                                 Brent Bigler 
 
      June 10               Kristin McCarty 
                                 Kristie Coppola 
 
      June 17               Bernadette Stager 
                                 Virginia Johnston 
 
      June 24               Jackie Orbich 
                                 James Orbich 
 
            

SERVING THE CHURCH IN JUNE 2007 
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            The Mission Committee 
has received several thank you 
notes and acknowledgements 
of contributions made on be-
half of our congregation.  Here 
are excerpts from two of those 
notes: 
 
            From Habitat for Hu-
manity:  Through the partner-

ing efforts of many churches such as yours, we 
were able to dedicate three Habitat homes in 
February of this year.  At the dedication, there 
was prayer and scripture led by two board 
members who are also pastors.  Though the 
weather was cold, hearts were warm at the 
sight of these three families preparing to move 
into their homes.  Again, many thanks and 
please keep our projects and these families in 
your prayers. 
 
            From The Theological Education Fund:  
In 2006, 2,100 congregations contributed a to-
tal of $2,108,616.08 to our fund.  Your congre-
gation was one of them.  Your gift strengthens 
the future of our church as, together, we seek 
to prepare pastors, educators, chaplains and 
other ministers who will serve the people of 
God with energy, intelligence, imagination and 
love.  Please accept our heartfelt gratitude for 
your financial support, your ongoing encour-
agement, your hope for the future of our church 
and your prayers.  We appreciate your partner-
ship in this exciting venture of preparing pas-
toral leaders! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 

Received April 1, 2007 
 

Nicole Alderson 
Tom Olszewski 

Tiffany Campbell 
John Lesjak, Jr. 

 
Received May 13, 2007 

 
Kurt and Traci Clendaniel 

Alison Schoppe 
William Speakman III 

Kevin Stevens 
Carole Ward 

Ray Ward 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISMS 
 

April 1, 2007 
 
Dakota Olszewski (6/7/04) and Kole Olszewski 
(10/6/06), children of Tom Olszewski and Nicole Al-
derson 
 
Heidi Swain (7/12/06), daughter of Carrie and Ge-
rald Swain 
 

May 13, 2007 
 
Reagan Marie Campbell (11/11/03) and Caleb Xa-
vier Naugle (1/12/02), children of Tiffany Campbell 
 
Sarah Nicole Clendaniel (5/27/04), daughter of 
Traci and Kurt Clendaniel 
 
Emily Elizabeth Johnston (01/14/07), daughter of 
Virginia and Adam Johnston 
 
Jack Henry Ward, son of Kristy and Ray Ward 

Birth Announcement 
 
Charlie Elizabeth Griffith, daughter of Erin and Clark Griffith, little sister of 
Parker.  Born Saturday, May 12, 2007; 8 pounds 8 ounces and 20” long. 



SEE PAGE 7  
FOR DETAILED  

CONTACT  
INFORMATION 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
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