Dear Friends,

First United Presbyterian Church of Houston is prou d to host this
year's Baccalaureate Service for the 2008 Graduatin g Class of Chartiers-
Houston School District on Sunday evening, June 1 % at 7:00 PM. This is a gift
of the churches in our district for the whole class. Each church recognizes its own
graduates, as we do, but the Baccalaureate Service is for all the classmates to-
gether. We will pray for them that they will experience God’s blessings as they
make important decisions that affect the course of their lives. We will pray with
them as they thank God for their parents, teachers, coaches and the citizens of
community who have helped them on their way. At this community service every-
one is invited to worship together!

Some of you recall the days when Baccalaureate was a required part
of graduation exercises. Now it is voluntary. But i f you still believe that it is
important, please attend and join in the prayers of praise and blessing.

In conversation with my daughter, who is a college instructor, she empha-
sized the fact that students today are being educated for careers and jobs that do
not currently exist. Now there’s a challenge for the educational institution! And it's
a challenge for the students, too! How do you prepare for the undetermined
and the changeable economy and the evolving society  ? Business and indus-
try are asking for students who have basic skills for sure. But more than that, they
want to see students who have learned how to learn and have developed the de-
sire to continually learn whatever information and skills are called for at the time.
Life-long learners will be ready to meet the challe  nges and take hold of op-
portunities .

Our Christian education also needs to develop life- long learners . In
every new situation there are elements in common with the past but they will be
combined with new circumstances and new information. Each person will be chal-
lenged to implement his or her Christian values in “uncharted waters.” A basic bi-
ble education will be essential. But this basic knowledge will have to be combined
with decision-making skills that include prayer which seeks and hears the guid-
ance of God’s Holy Spirit. Our Christian congregations must become communities
of friends who are willing to talk together about the tough issues and support one
another in prayer as decisions are made and steps taken out onto the new hori-
zon as God reveals it to us. We won't have “all the answers” but | hope we will
have the practiced skills for prayer and the values Jesus brings for the abundant
life that God wants for all people.

Won't you pray for graduates this year. . . and for all who are leading our
worldwide community into the future.

Yours in Christ’'s Service,
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Summer Stewardship

Summer schedules often bring more flexibility and a different variety of activities to our church fami-
lies. Over these past several years the Stewardship Committee has worked to make more flexible options
available to our members for regular and special offerings. These options include:

1. A box of weekly envelopes and special offering envelopes
a. These may be used weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly.
2. Quarterly mail-in envelopes
a. These are sent out quarterly.
3. Dove envelopes in the pews
a. These are always available at the church for any purpose.
4, Special causes offering envelopes
a. These may be mailed with the newsletter and/or included in the bulletins.

Each member may choose the most convenient method.

Each year every active member is assigned a giving number for accounting purposes. The as-
signed numbers may change from time to time as we gain and lose members and as people change their
chosen method of giving. Some folks would rather use a humber instead of their name for privacy. If you
don’t remember your number, don’'t worry, use your name or call the treasurer.

The treasurer makes certain that each gift is used as intended by the giver and that all gifts are re-
corded in the appropriate funds. If a mistake occurs, we are glad to know and make the correction. State-
ments can also be made available for tax purposes to those who want one.

If you choose a box of weekly envelopes, the giving number will match the envelope number. If you
choose one of the other methods of giving, your name and/or your giving number should be written on
dove envelopes, quarterly envelopes-by-mail, and special offering envelopes. Offerings (with or without en-
velopes) may be mailed to the church office any time if a member is out of town for an extended vacation
or the weather is bad — whatever the reason. We are always glad to hear from you!

If you would like to change your method of giving, this is a good time of year to make your choice
known to the Stewardship Committee. Jonnie Swarow is our new Stewardship Committee chairperson.

Good Christian stewardship is based on gratitude to God expressed in a thoughtful planned habit of
giving. The size of the gift is not the important factor. God knows our hearts! We want to give graciously as
God has already given to us.

We would like to thank the Sunday School teachers for their dedication this
past year. The teachers and substitutes are:

Libby Young Lori Washabaugh Jonnie Swarow
Cyndi Powell Toni Hoover Sandy Wallace
Kristie Coppola Carrie Cochran Tanya Decker
Muriel Speakman Jean Patsch Rev. CJE
Esther Kusic Bill Speakman Mike Stager

Your service to the Lord is gratefully appreciated.
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Mission Trip Report

We're back! What a week we had in Gulfport, Mississippi! It was a wonderful, rewarding experience.
The weather was pleasant - 70's and 80's. There were a few rain showers, but never when we were work-
ing. God was with us! The site at Orange Grove Village was very adequate - not plush, but it had everything
we needed. Patti Nagy and | roomed together in a plastic reinforced cardboard pod about 10 feet by 10 feet.
The 40 some people with us each volunteered to do chores around the camp throughout the week. Patti and
| joined up with Crossroads Church and cooked breakfast and supper on Thursday. We wrote down our
menu, and the camp manager purchased the ingredients we needed. The meals all week were very good,
and believe me we cleaned up our plates after working all day.

Patti and | were on different work crews. | volunteered to be on a demolition team made up of 3 men
and 3 women. A Presbyterian Disaster Assistance crew from Idaho had been at the job site the week before
and removed the roof and siding from the house. During our week we literally demolished the rest of the
house board by board. We filled four Waste Management dumpsters during our week of work. | have never
been so dirty in my life. | used crowbars, prybars, hammers, shovels, racks, and wheelbarrows. Every day
when we returned to the camp, | would shower and immediately throw the clothes that | had worn that day in
the trash. | am bruised, scraped, and blistered; but again God was with us. There were no significant injuries
to any of us. We were working around rusty nails, stumps to be tripped over, poisonous spiders, etc. but no
one got hurt. It was such a worthwhile experience.

The homeowner, Victor Igich, was a 72 year old man from Europe. He told us that he had come to
the U S in the 1970's and worked as an engineer in hospitals. He said that he had lost everything in Katrina,
including his mind! He was quite a character. He worked right along side us except for Tuesday when he
had to go to the hospital for his radiation/chemo treatment for bladder cancer. There were also two home-
less men living on his property. They would do little odd jobs for Victor and in return Victor would let them
have electricity and water. Victor is living in a FEMA trailer. The other two men are living in the back of a
pickup truck/cab combination. By Friday we had the site cleared. The brick/concrete block footers are the
only parts of the house remaining. Another group should be there soon to work on the new foundation and
then a third organization will actually build the house. We were told by a representative from the American
Red Cross that Victor should be in his new home by the end of August. | have Victor's address so when |
hear from him, | will give you an update. Victor could not tell us often enough how much he appreciated us
being there. He called us "miracles."

I would like to thank all of you who gave me gift cards to take to Mississippi. | gave them to Michelle
from PDA to use as she sees fit for Victor's new house. | felt that it was better to give them to PDA rather
than directly to Victor. I'm not sure what Victor would have done with them - he may have given them away
to someone worse off than he!l

Patti and | both came home thinking that we would like to do this again. In fact, North Buffalo Church
is already planning another trip next year from April 26 to May 2. So if you have had some fleeting thoughts
that you would like to try this, give it some serious consideration. You'll be surprised at how much you can
do with God on your side.

Marianne Blough

Hannah Marie Blough was born to Derek and Brittany Blough in San Antonio TX on Saturday,
May 10. Grandparents are Bob and Marianne Blough. The new family is doing great.
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Mission Trip Report

Upon arrival at Orange Grove Camp in Gulfport, Mississippi, we choose our living quarters for the
week. This was called a “pod” which consisted of heavy plasticized cardboard containing three cots, two
for sleeping and one for suitcases. Our day began with breakfast at 7:00 a.m. and our evening meal was
served at 6:30 p.m. Even after working at our job sites all day, each person volunteered to either prepare
meals or clean-up the dining tent and campgrounds. Devotions and a time of sharing were at 7:30 p.m.
each evening in a little church located on the campgrounds.

Could you live without electric for three and a half months? This was the case of Thomas, whose
house we helped rebuild. Thomas and his wife live on their property in a small FEMA trailer. | worked with
a crew of six men, and we finished a roof, installed windows, hung doors, replaced floor boards, and did
general clean-up. We accomplished what we could in the short time we were there, and for this Thomas
was very appreciative. After our week was complete at Thomas’ house, we joined hands in a circle for
prayer at his request.

It is hard to believe the amount of devastation that still remains even though it has been almost
three years since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita hit the Gulf. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has a seven
to nine year commitment to help residents return to their homes.

It was a truly enjoyable and rewarding experience, and | plan to return next year. Our week is
scheduled for April 26th through May 2™. Thank you to everyone for the donation of Lowe’s and Home
Depot gift cards. | collected a total of $500 and turned them over to the project coordinator to use at her
discretion on upcoming projects. Thanks also to the Session and the Deacons for your generous gifts.

Many opportunities still exist for you to become involved. You could join our mission trip next year.
If you are unable to volunteer your time, | would like to challenge all members of the congregation to pre-
pare for the April 2009 mission trip by setting aside a collection jar and depositing $1.00 per week. With
the $50.00 that has been set aside, you can purchase a Lowe’s or Home Depot gift card. By putting all of
our contributions together, we can make a greater impact on helping to change the lives of our fellow
Americans living in Mississippi and/or Louisiana.

By Patti Nagy

Mother Daughter Banquet

The Mother Daughter banquet was held on May 19, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. Apollo Catering furnished
the food. The menu was roast beef, chicken, pasta salad, garden salad, mashed potatoes and gravy. We
provided the pie and ice cream for desert. There were about 40 people who attended the banquet. The
entertainment, which was supplied by Michael Talerico and accompanied by Karen Jones, was wonderful.
We asked everyone to bring a baby item so we could make up baskets to give to new mothers as our mis-
sion project. Baskets were filled with the help of the children who attended.

The Nurturing Committee would like to thank the following people: Rev. CJE, Esther Kusic, Kristin
McCarty, Dottie Kotyk, John Zanaglio and Grier and Diane Adamson. The blessed voice of Michael
Talerico and the wonderful talent of our own Karen Jones made the evening extremely entertaining. With-
out the help and dedication of these people this year's banquet would not have been a success. If anyone
was omitted, please accept our apologies. Thank you all again.
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Women’s Retreat

On May 2, 2008, twenty two women gath-
ered on the front porch of Sandscrest to begin an-
other lovely retreat. What a blessing to have Linda
Webster and Rev. CjJE teach and worship with us.

Our topic this year was the book of Jonah. If
anyone asks us what word comes to mind when we
think of Jonah, we will now answer Grace, instead
of big fish. The central person in the book of Jonah
is not Jonah, but God and His love for us and oth-
ers. God calls us to go above and beyond in our
faithfulness and He works through imperfect hu-
mans like us. We were reminded to look to the
ways God is trying to teach us, even through the
tough times.

Hope you might consider joining us next
May. The dates for next year's retreat are May 15
and 16, 2009.

Esther

Family Fun Night at the
Ballgame

The Nurturing Committee is planning a fam-
ily fun night on Friday, July 18th at the Washington
Wild Things. We will start the evening with a tail-
gate picnic at 6:00 p.m. in the back of the Wild
Things parking lot. This committee will provide hot
dogs, soft drinks and paper products for all. Please
bring your favorite covered dish to share with the
group. The game starts at 7:05 p.m. The price is
$10.00.
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THANK YOU!!l' Through the generosity
JJ and support of members of our congregation,
we were able to raise enough money to order
our new choir robes. Taters and Talent Nights,
dJ Mystery Dinner Theaters, Sarris candy sales,
43 and generous donations helped us reach our
goal. We are anxiously awaiting our new robes.
The choir will wear the new robes on October 5,
J3 2008, which is the 120™ anniversary of our
church!
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The Chancel Choir and Celebration 3
JJ Ringers have been busy. The Celebration §d
Ringers have been working on a lot of new mu-
sic. We will be playing the first Sunday in June
J3 and the first Sunday in August. The Chancel J3
JJ Choir traveled to the Presbyterian Senior Care §J
nto provide an hour of music to the residents.

We also had a wonderful time singing for the
dd Senior  Spring Luncheon. We took ady
JJ “Sentimental Journey” through the 1930’s and 4J
g 1940’s. We sang and danced our way through
J3 22 songs.

L2

7] We would like to thank the parents for §d
) bringing your children to choir rehearsal and Lil’
Chimer rehearsal. Jonnie and | enjoy working Jy
J9 with your children. We hope to continue singing J3
47 and ringing with the kids in the fall.
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If anyone is interested in singing or play-
ing an instrument during the summer, please
contact me so | can include you in the schedule.

I would like to thank the members of the
d9 Chancel Choir and the Celebration Ringers for §3
4 their dedication. As always, you make my 4d
“work” here at First Presbyterian Church a joy. |
am glad that | have such a wonderful group of g3
J9 people to sing and ring with!
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Surfiy Through the Scrip ures

Well, it's June — school is almost over and it's time for vacations.

Don't forget to pre-register for Bible School. It's only 3 weeks away. In addition to learning some
surfing terms and moves, we’ll be learning about the Beach Be Attitudes. Ya know — Be obedient, Be
kind, Be forgiving, Be bold and Believe. There’s great Bible stories that go with them.

There’s a science lab this year with some interesting things to learn here also.
And as always there’s crafts, snacks, games, music and Bible verses to learn also.

Don't forget to pre-register, it saves a lot of time opening night. That’s June 23rd through the 27th
from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Want to help? We can always use more help. Keeping track of children is always fun. See me af-
ter church or leave a message at the office.

There will be a meeting on Tuesday, June 3rd at 6:30 p.m. See the preview movie and get The
Plan for VBS. There will be cookies and lemonade in case you didn’t have dinner.

Decorating will be Sunday, June 22nd. Lunch will be served after church and decorating to follow.
Thanks for all the help.

Libby Young

A Summer Opportunity in Adult Education
“A Short Course in the Christian Faith”

Sunday evenings or Wednesday evenings (which ever day works for the most) starting June 22
through the end of July.

We’'ll begin with a summer supper, view a video together and discuss our responses. The group
can choose to meet outdoors or in air conditioned comfort.

This course is especially appropriate for people who are new to the Presbyterian Church or who
desire to review “the basics” from an adult perspective. This will serve as our new member class as well.

Please call Rev. CjE to indicate your interest and to vote for the time you prefer.

Virginia Rockwell is cooking! You'll be glad you came; | promise.
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Sunday, June 1

Tuesday, June 3
Thursday, June 5

Friday, June 6
Monday, June 9
Thursday, June 12
Friday, June 13
Saturday, June 14
Sunday, June 15

Monday, June 16
Tuesday, June 17
Thursday, June 19

Sunday, June 22

Monday, June 23 to

Beginning Sunday, June 1 through
Sunday, August 31, there will be two
worship services. One at 8:30 a.m. in

the Chapel and one at 11:00 a.m. in
the sanctuary.

JUNE 2008 CHURCH CALENDAR

Recognition of Graduates

7:00 p.m. Baccalaureate

6:30 p.m. VBS Crew Meeting

7:00 p.m. Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Hope Keepers

CHHC Graduation

1:00 a.m. Rebekah Circle

7:00 p.m. Bible Study

July Newsletter articles due in office
Flag Day

Communion

Father’'s Day

Father and Son Picnic and miniature golf outing
7:00 p.m. Session

7:00 p.m. Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Hope Keepers

VBS set-up with lunch after worship
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Thank You Note [
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“ "Words are not enough to .
jj express the gratitude | feel for the .
» enormous caring we received dur- .
H ing Jim's illness. The prayers were .
. such a comfort to Jim and kept him .
I

- strong. He loved the prayer blanket, -
- visits from Rev. CJE and friends.
= Our church has been a pillar of -
- strength for me and my family. -
H Thank you all."
I
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Sincerely,
Ruth Baxter S
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The deadline for articles for the July 2008 newsletter is Friday, June 13.
P/ Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you may email

. them to the church. Thank you for your cooperation.
[ 40

DEADLINE
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN JUNE 2008

Money Counters:

GREETERS :
Grier Adamson
Deacon Greeters: Rob Smith
June 1 Jeff Paxton _ _
Lee Mason Liturgist: Cherie Kisla
June 8 Dottie Lesnock
Cherie Kisla Adult Ushers:
Isabelle Alderson
June 22 Virginia Rockwell June 8 Elaine Bigler
Adelyn Schussler _
June 15 Mike Stager
June 29 Lala Patsch
Inez Patsch June 22
Elder Greeters: June 29 Beth Gordan
June 1 John Jones (GH)
Jonnie Swarow (GV) Nursery Workers:
Rev. CJE (MH)
Thurman Yost (MV)
June 1 Tina Colletti
June 8 Kathie Putorti (GH) Jami Craig
Thelma Mitchell (GV)
Thurman Yost (MH) June 8 Bernadette Stager
Rev. CJE (MV) Virginia Johnston
June 15 Elaine Bigler
June 15 Rev. CJE (GH) Hunter Bigler
Buddy Jeffers (GV)
David Fee (MH) June 22 Kristin McCarty
Susan Stonebraker (MV) Kristie Coppola
June 22 John Zanaglio (GH) June 29 Jami Craig
Rev. CJE (GV) Conner Craig

Susan Stonebraker (MH)
Kathie Putorti (MV)

June 29 Sandy Wallace (GH)
Thurman Yost (GV)
Rev. CJE (MH)
Thelma Mitchell (MV)
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News from the Deacons

The Deacons will host a Baccalaureate reception on
June 1st at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Church Picnic — Wednesday, August 13, 2008 5:30 to
9:00 p.m. at North Strabane Township Park.

The Deacons will be selling Rada Cutlery again. See
any Deacon to place your order. A catalog is also available in
the church office. Orders will be taken until November 4th.

Conference on Family Systems at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary

How can we live healthier emotional lives? How can we
become more and more our (best) selves in our families? And
how can we understand relationships and interact more effec-
tively within our congregations? You are invited to attend the
Summer Leadership Conference from June 8 — 11, where all of
these questions (and more) will be addressed.

The keynote speaker is Ron Richardson, author of a
number of books, such as Becoming Your Best, and Creating a
Healthier Church. Daily worship and in-depth workshops will
round out an exciting program.

Registration, including all activities and meals, is only
$135. Daily registration is possible at $35 a day. Don’t miss this
well loved annual Conference! For more information, contact
the Department of Continuing Education at 412-441-3304
x2196, or email ConEd@pts.edu.

Thank You!

Michael Talerico would
like to thank everyone
who attended his vocal
concert on May 24th. All
the support was greatly
appreciated.
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”




