Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer
that calls me from a world of care,
And bids me at my Father’s throne
make all my wants and wishes known.
In seasons of distress and grief
my soul has often found relief,
And oft escaped the tempter’s snare
by thy return sweet hour of prayer.

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the season of Lent 2007. Lent is a time for prayer.
Prayer brings us into the presence of God where our relationship with God
can be strengthened. The stronger our relationship the more trusting we
can be, the more faith we have in God’s promises of life — now and eter-
nally. The Thursday evening Bible study continues to delve into the book
of James with its emphasis on facing temptation.

Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has stood
the test and will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to
those who love him. James 1:12

The first Sunday in Lent begins with the Temptation of Our Lord Je-
sus when the Devil accosted him in the Wilderness and challenged him
with three tests. First the Devil said, “If (also translated “since”) you are the
Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Now Jesus
had been praying and fasting in the wilderness for 40 days and he was
famished. He must certainly have been tempted to meet his own immedi-
ate need first with the power God had given him, but he did not succumb.
Instead he answered with a quotation from scripture, “It is written, ‘one
does not live by bread alone.” In the second test, Jesus is tempted with
all the power and authority in the world’s kingdoms if he will worship the
devil. Who hasn't entertained the thought, “If | ran the world, things would
be different!” But again Jesus answers with a scripture verse: “Worship the
Lord your God, and serve only him.” Thirdly, Jesus is asked to put God to
the test and see if God really will protect him. Jesus answers from the
scripture that it is not for us to put God to the test. Testing is the opposite

(Continued on page 2)

IS ITOSSLOSSKLE

The Thoughtful
Christian

One Great Hour of
Sharing

Thoughts on Lent

March Church
Calendar

Serving the Church
in March

March Birthdays

Family Fun Night

\ -

\

\
( EPREPAR%H&
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of trusting. We are tested. God is worthy to be trusted. Jesus was strong in meeting these
tests, these temptations, because he had spent lots of time in prayer with God. He knew God
so well that he trusted God completely.

| invite you to enter this season of 40 Days as a season of prayer. Delve into the scrip-
ture. Choose a book of the Bible and read and re-read it along with commentaries for helpful
explanations. Take up a devotional practice if you don’t already have one. We have Upper
Room, Our Daily Bread and These Days guides to prayer and meditation available at the doors
to the sanctuary. Or you might try creating your own “Journal of Gratitude”. Just make a list
every evening of things you are grateful to have experienced during that day, one day at a time.
Then re-read your list at the end of the week or at the end of these 40 Days. Perhaps you will
find in your own words the evidence you need to know that God is worthy of your complete faith
and trust.

When we come to celebrate the Easter Resurrection of our Lord Jesus, we come to cele-
brate the One who trusted God completely with his own life and found out that “there is more to
life than meets the eye”! Beyond life in this world sustained by bread, is God’s gift of Eternal
Life. Beyond the power exercised in this world is God'’s eternal power. This LIFE is worth cele-
brating!

Welcome to this season of Lent.

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer,
Thy wings shall my petition bear to Him whose truth and faithfulness
engage the waiting soul to bless.
And since He bids me seek His face, believe His Wor  d, and trust His grace,
I'll cast on Him my every care, and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer.

The Thoughtful Christian — Faithful living in a com plex world

Online Resource Center: www.TheThoughtfulChristian.com

Examples of studies available: What Would Jesus Drive?; Teens and Dating: What Parents Need
to Know; What Is the Emergent Church?; Four Accounts of Jesus’ Resurrection; Scientology and
Biblical Accounts of the Crucifixion

See website for more information.

Page 2 The Heavenly Herald



ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

On Palm Sunday, April 1, our congregation will once again participate in the One Great
Hour of Sharing offering. This year the theme is “WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?” . Through this an-
nual offering we can join thousands of other congregations in this important cause. Through
our gifts, both large and small, we help to fund our denomination’s support of various programs
at home, nationally and around the world. Gifts that are undesignated are divided between the
three major programs.

Q.&H‘UNQQP
Self Development of People 32% L &7
Presbyterian Hunger Program 36% &
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 32% %

o

All three programs help people address the injustice or misfortune by Les

looking toward the future with hope and creativity.

Contributions that are designated for specific program are directed in full to the cause for
which they are intended.

Joining together with other congregations enables an immediate and effective response
to the needs of those affected by disasters. After the initial work is started, these funds provide
an opportunity for Christian workers to stay with the affected people as they begin to rebuild
their lives. Many workers seeking to help others transform their lives have found their own lives
transformed. This part of disaster relief is a vital, important witness to God'’s faithfulness. Be-
hind the acute needs, many disasters reveal chronic needs such as poverty, lack of clean wa-
ter, inadequate medical care, which calls for a more profound and long-term response.

From the beginning of this special offering, it has been an ecumenical effort. As denomi-
nations changed and merged, One Great Hour of Sharing has varied from eight to twenty nine
communions. While each denomination may use a different name, a different date for the of-
fering, all use their funds for ministries of disaster relief, refugee assistance, hunger programs
and developmental aid.

Once again, let us here in Houston do our part in this traditional and important way. Of-
fering envelopes are included with this newsletter and envelopes will be available in the pews
on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. Help to make a difference in people’s lives throughout the
year and affirm the dignity of all God’s children through love and witness.

Who is my neighbor? Together we can make a world o f difference.

0

PRESBYTERIAN

AN COMMITTEE ON THE
DISASTER

of People
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Every Sunday is a little Easter

Beginning with the first Easter, the celebration of the
Resurrection has been the focus of Christian worship. Because
the early disciples were Jews they would have observed the
Sabbath on Saturday. However, the first day of the week be-
came the day for Christian worship. It was known as the Lord's
Day, the day of Resurrection. Our weekly Sunday worship is a
celebration of Jesus' resurrected presence with us - a little
Easter each week.

The season of Lent is 40 days long, not counting Sun-
days. The actual number of days from Lent's start on Ash
Wednesday to (but not including) Easter Sunday is 46 days.
But because the church sees every Sunday as a mini-Easter
celebrating Christ's resurrection, the six Sundays that occur

ON LENT during those 46 days are not counted as part of Lent.

Repent — a worthy word for Lent

What pops into your mind when you hear the word “repent”? Is it a dark and somber
word for you, perhaps reminding you of John the Baptist’'s shouting for people to repent and be
baptized?

What does the word “repent” mean anyway? Literally, it means to stop the way one is
going, turn around, and then walk in the opposite direction. It refers to turning away from sin
and shallow living and to begin walking through life following God’s direction.

Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, is an opportunity to check our spiritual condition,
to repent (if needed) and to walk more faithfully with our Lord.

If we take Lent seriously, we can begin to discover a new vision for life — a more joyous

way to live. Lent can enable us to discover the immeasurable benefits of living the Christian life
passionately.

Doing something for Lent
Some years ago there was the story about a family who was visited by an older aunt during the
season of Lent. The aunt was a devoted Christian who liked to read mystery stories, especially
murder mysteries. The family made sure there was a supply of such books in her room.
Toward the end of the aunt’s stay, the family noticed that she had not touched a single book.

“What's the matter,” asked a nephew, “don’t you like our selection of books?”

“Oh, no, it's not that,” she replied. “It's just that I've given up murder for Lent.”
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Saturday, March 3
Sunday, March 4
Tuesday, March 6

Saturday, March 10
Sunday, March 11
Monday, March 12
Tuesday, March 13
Saturday, March 17
Monday, March 19
Tuesday, March 20
Wednesday, March 21
Tuesday, March 27

MARCH 2007 CHURCH CALENDAR

7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast

6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Family Fun Night

12:00 p.m. PW Executive Committee meeting in Family Room
6:30 p.m. Youth meeting

6:30 p.m. Christian Education

7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting

9:00 a.m. Property Committee meeting

12:00 p.m. Music and Worship meeting in Family Room
1:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle

4:00 p.m. Presbytery meeting at Hickory

7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast

April Newsletter articles due in office

7:00 p.m. Session Meeting

6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Explorers

1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle

Last day of Bible Release Time at Cross Roads

Wednesdays, March 7, 14, 21 and 28

6:45 p.m. Bells
8:00 p.m. Choir

Thursdays, March 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29
6:30 p.m. Thursday Evening Classes

“He has a universal remote. That's how
God rules the universe.”

Winter Weather Advisory
b DEADLINE

- Worship will be held at
" The deadline for articles for the April 2007 First UP Church

newsletter is Monday, March 19. Please
leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk
or you may email them to the church. Thank you for your

cooperation.

regardless of the
weather. Please use
your best judgment in
deciding if you should
go out.
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN MARCH 2007

Deacon Greeters:

March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25

Elder Greeters:

March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25

Page 6

GREETERS

Nancy Ward
Isabelle Alderson

Virginia Rockwell
Ruth Baxter

Lala Patsch
Inez Patsch

Amy Wiszczor
Joe Wiszczor

Carole Borda (GH)
Rev. CIE (GV)
Cathy Cushey (MH)
Gloria Schmalz (MV)

Rob Smith (GH)
Peg Yost (GV)
Rev. CJE (MH)
David Fee (MV)

Jonnie Swarow (GH)
Thurman Yost (GV)
Buddy Jeffers (MH)
Rev. CJE (MV)

Rev. CJE (GH)

Kathi Putorti (GV)

John Jones (MH)

Susan Stonebraker (MV)

Money Counters:

Sandy Wallace
Thelma Mitchell

Liturgist:

Adult Ushers:

March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25

Acolytes:

Nursery Workers:

March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25

Shirley Pohl

Joe Wiszczor
Amy Wiszczor

Joe Gordon
Beth Gordon

Margaret Strimel
Renee Poland

Rob Smith
Cathy Cushey

Mackenzi Marshall
Jenna Marshall

Betty Wylie
Jacob Wylie

Kristin McCarty
Kristie Coppola

Bernadette Stager
Virginia Johnston

Elaine Bigler
Brent Bigler
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News from the Deacons

The next Deacons meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 6th at 7:00 p.m. in the Family
Room.

An order for Rada Cutlery will be sent in
March 6th. See any Deacon if you are interested in
placing an order.

The Senior Spring Luncheon will be held on
Saturday, April 28, at 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall.

Taters and Talent Show
profit was
$486.00
benefits the parking lot fund

Thanks to all who participated.

The Heavenly Herald
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Daylight Saving Time
begins
March 11, 2007
Don’t forget to turn your
clocks ahead.

“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”



