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Dear Friends,

| would like to tell you about my continuing education program
and extend an invitation to you to join me in personal faith development.
Continuing education is intended to keep the minister growing and de-
veloping in theological education and in skills to improve ministry
throughout one’s career. Continuing education is required of Presbyte-
rian ministers but often a minister’s education is “behind the scenes”
and not very many people hear about particular courses taken. | would
like to change that today!

Last August, with Session’s permission, | enrolled in a brand new
program at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary called “The Pneuma Pro-
gram for Spiritual Direction and Spiritual Leadership”. “Spiritual Direc-
tors,” also called “Spiritual Companions,” are trained as personal guides
for individuals who want to pay attention to their personal relationship
with God and their life of prayer and service in the Spirit. Personal spiri-
tual growth is the goal. At this point in the course, we students are re-
quired to begin serving as Spiritual Director for several individuals.
Since we are new to this special branch of ministry we will be super-
vised for more than fifty hours of spiritual direction. This supervision is
for the benefit of the new spiritual director and for the benefit of anyone
who is working with him or her.

This is my invitation to you. Would you like to consider beginning
a one-on-one relationship with me as a Spiritual Director (or Spiritual
Friend)? | would appreciate the honor of accompanying you for a while
on your personal spiritual journey. Please give me a call or tell me if you
would like to join me in this continuing Christian education. | am excited
about it and hope you will be , too.

Yours in Christ’s Service,
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Confirmation Class Special Events

Special events planned for the Confirmation Class are shaping up! Please check your schedules
and save these dates or let me know as soon as possible if there are conflicts.

Friday, April 9: Visit the Friday Evening Sabbath S  ervice, 8:00 pm at Beth Israel Synagogue
Rabbi Novitsky will meet us to explain and answer questions. Our Protestant worship services are very
similar to the synagogue service- except of course the Hebrew language.

Saturday, April 10 at 5:00 pm Mass at Our Lady of t he Miraculous Medal Roman Catholic
Church. Father O’Shea will meet us to explain and answer questions.

Sunday, April 25, immediately after our worship service, we’ll eat lunch and leave for the Bible
Lands Museum at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in East Liberty.

Saturday, May 1 we’'ll spend a retreat day at the church with enough time to complete some pro-
jects about the Bible and how we got this wonderful book.

Confirmation Students are encouraged to take part in as many of the Easter Worship services as
possible because the series of services help “cement” the Gospel Story in our minds and hearts.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

Do you love me? Feed my sheep.
(John 21:15-19)

This year, while many congregations receive One Great Hour of Sharing for the 62nd time, the Of-
fering remains a vital and evolving part of Presbyterian mission. All three programs our gifts support are
exploring new patterns of ministry. The Presbyterian Hunger Program’s Joining Hands Against Hunger
links congregations and presbyteries in the U.S. with overseas networks of churches and community
groups to work for peaceful social change. Internationally, Self-Development of People is focusing on
fewer countries but in a deeper way in order to develop a critical mass for positive change. Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance is focusing on the long-term spiritual and emotional toll disasters can take on commu-
nities and finding new ways to help those communities draw on the resources of the whole church.

Yet One Great Hour of Sharing’s mission remains the same: we walk toward recovery and whole-
ness with those whose lives have been shattered by disaster; we stand with communities facing the slower
crises of hunger, disease, unemployment, and environmental degradation that make them vulnerable even
before disasters strike. In sharing resources with people in need around the world, we witness God’s love
in action in their lives, and feel it moving in our own.

PALM SUNDAY — MARCH 28
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Sharing Resources, Changing Lives

;»““'E Your gift of $10 can help start a
: é? small Moringa tree nursery with
10 seedlings.
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It's Remarkable What Your Gift Will Do.

Page 2 The Heavenly Herald



N I
.

2:00 p.m. Meet at the First Preshyterian
Church in Houston, corner of North Main and Grant
Street; walk in procession carrying large wooden
crosses to the Speer Spring Cemetery where the 3
crosses will be erected to stand throughout Holy
Week. The walk is approximately 2.5 miles. Those
who do not wish to walk may join in the outdoor wor-
ship at the cemetery around 3:30 p.m. A bus ride will
be provided back to the parking lots in Houston.
Dress for the weather!

A Good Friday worship service from
Noon to 1:00 p.m. will be held in the sanctuary
of the First United Presbyterian Church, 102
North Main Street, Houston, PA.

"l
Foot Washing " $! (1 I

The Gospel of John chapter 13 is the only
gospel that tells the moving story of The Last Supper
which includes Jesus washing the feet of his disci-
ples. He asked them: “Do you know what | have
done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord and you
are right, for that is what | am. So if I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’s feet.” (John 13:12b & 13).

2008 was the first time we offered this special
worship service in the Family Room prior to our
Communion Service in the sanctuary. It proved to be
a powerful experience.

You are invited to experience the grace and
humility of Christ's service. Join us at 6:30 p.m. in
the Family Room. Wear shoes and socks that can
be removed easily. This service will adjourn to the
sanctuary for Communion at 7:00 p.m.

)

April 3, Saturday is our Journey to the
Cross from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. Similar to the Jour-
ney to Bethlehem at Christmas time, students
will b e invited to take parts in the dramatic pres-
entation of the Holy Week events in Christ’'s
Passion.
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Gathering at 7:00 a.m. in the parking lot
at the Woodruff Memorial Park, 2095 Washing-
ton Road (Rt. 19), we will greet the Easter Sun-
rise and celebrate the Risen Son of God, Jesus
Christ. Coffee and donuts will be served after
the informal worship service.  Dress for the
weather! Bring a lawn chair.
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Florida Mission Opportunity

The Upper Ten Mile Presbyterian Church is currently planning to sponsor a mission trip to Florida
during the work week of April 19-23, 2010. Yes, this coincides with spring break but sorry, our work site
will not be close to any beach.

The community we will visit is a farming town called Immokalee. If you wanted to pinpoint the town
on a map, first locate Fort Myers, Fort Lauderdale and Tampa Bay. Next notice the large inland waterway
of Okeechobee. Now look just to the west and voila, Immokalee. “Good grief,” you say, “that is in the mid-
dle of the Everglades!” Congratulations, you have found Immokalee, Florida. By the way, | understand
Immokalee is Indian for “My spouse was eaten by a gator!”

Why in the world did you decide to journey to this spot? After all isn’t there plenty to do still in Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana or Texas? Who want to go to the largest swamp to work? Perhaps a bit of history will
fill in some blanks.

In October of 2005, Southern Florida was on the receiving end of the lashings of Hurricane Wilma.
Most of the continental United States was spared its full fury and most of the structures in the Sunshine
State fared fairly well in the storm. Destruction merited very little press. You might recall a couple of other
storms of that year (a couple of girls named Katrina and Rita) who also gave a kiss to the area. What com-
pounded the devastation was that one year prior to all of this, Hurricane Charlie ran roughshod through
this region followed a few months later by a series of heinous rainstorms which brought about severe
flooding. Simply put, these folks didn't just get punched, they were knocked cold. Sadly, restoration ef-
forts which were hoped to be complete in 2008 are basically stalled due to the lack of interest.

Immokalee to be quite honest was in poor shape before all of this. With the lack of any major in-
dustry and major metropolitan areas relatively far away, most residents are outright poor. In fact, 95% ex-
ist at or below poverty levels. But do not let their financial shortfall lead you to believe these folks have a
distain for God. Church attendance per capita ranks near the top for any geographic location you might
mention. Roman Catholic and Baptist congregations serve a lion-share of the populous.

You may wonder who heads up the recovery effort. Actually, a number of denominations have
their hands in the pie. First responders were, as in most instances throughout our nation, Amish. Funding
for recovery supplies has been supplied by the Catholics, Presbyterians, Assemblies and Lutherans. It
must be noted that most funding has dried up due to other more widely advertised disasters and the length
of time since its original occurrence. Methodists have done much of the national advertising in terms of so-
licitations for donations and volunteers. Baptists serve as the local hosts. So as you can see, this is truly
an ecumenical operation in every sense of the word. A website has been established providing a little
more color on the project.....ihopeinc.org.

Costs for participation are minimal ($20.00 for the entire week for lodging). We will be staying in a
house, which once was a private home, adjacent to our host church. We will be sharing the cost of pur-
chasing our food stuffs and we shall be preparing our own meals since the building is equipped with a
kitchen. Shower facilities and separate sleeping rooms for male and female are furnished. The house is
capable of accommodating upwards of 24 people. On Sundays this house doubles as a Sunday School
facility. | checked air fares for round trip tickets Pittsburgh to Fort Lauderdale on 1/19/2010 and found
them to be in the $170.00 range. Anyone interested in driving would expect to traverse 1,000 miles one
way and endure roughly 17 hours driving time. We would suggest, but certainly not require, each volun-
teer to provide $50.00 (either in the form of a Lowe’s or Home Depot certificate) to help defray the cost of
building materials. Sufficient tools and equipment are on site. Participants are asked to be at least 15
years of age and have a current tetanus shot.

For more details or to register to participate, contact Larry Deemer, 5551 Prosperity Pike, Prosper-
ity, PA 15329, 724 228-5186 or Leon and Linda Young at 724 255-1842 or 724 825-1198.
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News from the Deacons

Family Night Bowling on Saturday,
March 6th from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. at Rt. 19
Lanes. The price is $2.65/game and

$1.00/shoes. (Their usual price is $2.75/ .if you have any concemns,
game and $1.50/shoes.) questions or need changes made
' ' to photo orders, please call Olan

Mills customer service immedi-
ately. The number is 1-800-596-
3731, #5 for customer service.

Church Directory Photos

Scrip card orders are due the 2™
Sunday of each month. The profit from the
sale of these cards will be used for the
chapel roof.

The next Deacon meeting will be
Tuesday, March 2, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Invitation for Seniors Grief and Loss Support Dinner

Rev. Cathy Peternel will host a

The Active Christian Seniors dinner for those who have suffered the
(ACS) of the Canonsburg UP Church in- loss of a loved on Friday, March 26th at
vite the active Christians seniors of the 6:00 p.m. in the McNary Conference
Houston UP Church to join them for Center. This dinner is open to the pub-
lunch on March 8th at 11:15 a.m. We'l lic and the cost is $5.50. Please make
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, have fun and your reservation by March 21 by calling
songs and enjoy a chicken pot pie lunch 724 746-6100, ext. 4118.

and listen to a talk called “Citizen Hobo”
by Todd DiPastino.

Please join them and call 724 745-
0800 for a reservation.
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN MARCH 2010

Money Counters:

GREETERS Gloria Schmalz
John Lesjak
Deacon Greeters:
March 7 Bob Blough (GV) Liturgist:
Valorie Checque (MV) Kim Keenan
Renee Poland (GH)
Skipper Maxfield (MH) Nursery Workers:
March 14 Dottie Lesnock (GV) March 7 Betty Wylie
Bethany Carder (MV) Stephanie Wylie
Linda Young (GH)
Skipper Maxfield (MH) March 14 Sandy Wallace
Haley Wallace
March 21 Virginia Rockwell (GV)
Nancy Martinez (MV) March 21 Paige Zanaglio
Margaret Strimel (GH) Courtney Zanaglio
Skipper Maxfield (MH)
March 28 Kristie Coppola
March 28 Lynn Smith (GV) Shannon McFarland

Mary Skirpan (MV)
Stacey Simpson (GH)
Skipper Maxfield (MH)

Elder Greeters:

March 7 Rev. CJE (GH)
Thelma Mitchell (GV)
John Jones (MH)
Shane Koszarsky (MV)

March 14 Kristie Coppola (GH)
Rev. CJE (GV)
Cyndi Powell (MH)
Bill Smith (MV)

March 21 Fred Andy (GH)
Bill Vogel (GV)
Rev. CJE (MH)
Thurman Yost (MV)

March 28 John Zanaglio (GH)
Dave Checque (GV)
Grier Adamson (MH)
Rev. CJE (MV)
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MARCH 2010 CHURCH CALENDAR

Tuesday, March 2 7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting
Saturday, March 6 2:30-5:30 p.m. Deacons’ Family Bowling at Rt. 19 Lanes
Sunday, March 7 11:00 a.m. Communion

12:00 p.m. Music and Worship

12:00 p.m. Discovery Class

6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class
Tuesday, March 9 6:30 p.m. Christian Ed Committee meeting
Sunday, March 14 Daylight Savings Time begins

Scrip card orders due

12:00 p.m. Discovery Class

6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

Tuesday, March 16 7:00 p.m. Session meeting
Friday, March 19 April newsletter articles due in office
Sunday, March 21 12:00 p.m. Discovery Class
6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class
Sunday, March 28 Palm Sunday — receive One Great Hour of Sharing Offering

12:00 p.m. Discovery Class
2:00 p.m. Cross Walk
6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

Tuesday, March 2, 9, 16 & 23:
2:00-3:00 p.m. Bible Release Time at Chartiers Cross Roads Church

Wednesday, March 3, 10, 17 & 24:
6:30 p.m. Bells 8:00 p.m. Choir

Thursday, March 4, 11, 18 & 25:
7:00-8:30 p.m. Bible Study and Prayer Group in Family Room led by Bill Speakman.

Mondays , 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Doug Schmidt 724 747-3821
Tuesdays , 8:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous, Larry Alling 724 746-3425

£ DEADLINE

b ‘ p
'-k‘ ‘ The deadline for articles for the March 2010 newsletter is Friday, March 19th .
.~ Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you may email
them to the church. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Benefit Performance for Jami Craig

Tables float....minds are read....metal
bends and your imagination is challenged because
you won't believe your eyes!

You've seen Craig Karges on “The Tonight
Show with Jay Leno” and “Larry King Live” as well
as CNN Headline News, Fox News Channel, E! En-
tertainment Television, CNBC, UPN, Lifetime, Wis-

/0 dom Television and even Soap-NET! The extraor-
1 2 3 dinist has also starred in two one-hour television
4 5 specials and is the author of “Ignite Your Intuition”
, 1 6. and “The Wizard’s Legacy’. And now you can see
o 2 6 him in Chartiers Township!
# 6.
0 67 Craig will be performing at the Chartiers
| 6) Houston High School Auditorium on Saturday,
;o 63 March 13th at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $20 for adults
and under 18 is $15. There will also be a personal
0 68 choice auction and 50/50 drawing. For tickets
69 please call 412 398-4555.
0 2 69
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”



