
National Day of 
Prayer 2 

Church Shut-in 
List 

2 

Mother-Daughter 
Banquet 3 

Deacons’ News 5 

Wild Things 
Game 

6 

Letter Carriers 
Food Drive 

6 

VBS Registration 
Form 

9 

��������	������
����������	������
����������	������
����������	������
��� ���

����������	
�����	��


�����������������
��������������
����������������������

�������������� !"��

Dear Friends, 
 
            “Honor your father and your mother that your days m ay be long in 
the land the Lord your God is giving you.” Exodus 2 0: 12 
             
            Of the Ten Commandments, this is the first commandment that ends with 
a promise of blessing. After the first four commandments outline our proper rela-
tionship to God, this commandment to honor our fathers and our mothers begins 
the list of six commandments that outline our proper healthy relationships with 
other people. 
 
            I doubt that the Lord had in mind a day on the calendar with glittery greet-
ing cards and bouquets of flowers, rings with colored rhinestones and all the extra 
trappings of the second Sunday in May. Or a Sunday in June decorated with golf 
clubs and ducks, and a menu of steak on the grill. As much fun as this can be, 
honoring our mothers and fathers is much more than frills. It is a foundational atti-
tude that is the basis of all our relationships with people and with God. 
 
            Think about what you have received from your parents. The gift of your life 
is certainly primary! The care they provided to you in your early weeks and years 
helped to shape your personality and your abilities. The love they gave to you will 
have taught you about the great love God has for you. These early lessons are 
absorbed with great emotional power and continue to shape our lives for good or 
ill while we, in turn, shape the lives of those nearest us as we live out of these pri-
mary attitudes. 
 
            The way our own parents respected their parents will be formative for us. 
The manners our parents lived by in their relationships with each other as hus-
band and wife, father and mother, mold us before we are ever aware and more 
deeply, more permanently, than we can imagine. Whether their parents were pre-
sent or absent, the way they were remembered was still important. It follows that 
the way we respect our parents will be equally as formative for our children and 
the children we influence.  
 
            The blessing promised in this commandme nt to “honor your father 
and mother” is not for the sake of your parents alo ne! The blessing is for 
you and your children, and for the whole of human s ociety.  The way you treat 
your parents is probably the way you will be treated by your children. The honor 
and respect we show to our human parents is also the model of the honor and re-
spect we show to God our Heavenly Father.  
 
            The honor and respect you give to your parents from your heart is a gift 
that keeps on giving through the generations.  
 
                                                                      Yours in Christ’s Service, 
                                                                      ���������	
��
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58th Annual National Day of Prayer  
 

Prayer America's HOPE 
7 points of prayer x 7 days a week 

 
 
May 1:  Government 
Pray our leaders will act with wisdom and integrity 
1Kings 3:28; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; Exodus 18: 21;  
Proverbs 11:3; Romans 13:1-2 
 
May 2:  Military  
Pray for divine protection and guidance for our armed 
forces.  
Intercede for military chaplains and loved ones at home. 
ll Chronicles 32:6-8; Psalm 57:1; Psalm 59:1; Proverbs 
2:8; Psalm 5:11 
 
May 3:  Media  
Pray for fair and accurate reporting. 
Proverbs 12:9-22; Ephesians 4: 29; Philippians 4:8; Mat-
thew 12:36-37 
 
May 4:  Business  
Pray that God will raise up His ambassadors in the work-
place. 
Matthew 5:14-16; Galatians 6:9; Proverbs 29:2; Exodus 
31:3-5 
 
May 5:  Education  
Pray for protection in all schools and morally sound in-
struction. 
Deuteronomy 11:18-19; Psalm 34:7; Matthew 19:14; 
Psalm 90:16-17 
 
May 6:  Church  
Pray churches will be strengthened and readied for re-
vival. 
Matthew 16:18-19; Ephesians 4: 3-6; ll Thessalonians 1:4; 
Acts 16:15 
 
May 7:  Family  
Pray that God will build faith foundations in families. 
Joshua 24:15; Psalm 127:3-5; Ephesians 5:21; Mark 3:25; 
Proverbs 22:6 
 

Please Pray for our Shut-ins 
 
           Below is a list of our shut-ins.  
Please pray for them.  If you would like to 
send a card to one of them, please call 
the church office for their address. 
 

Isabelle Bennett 
Lynn Bish 
Marjorie Breth 
Marie Bradley 
Lois Conley 
Doris Douglas 
Susan Gervasio 
Helen Giosta 
Carolyn Jeffers 
Catherine Lazorchak 
Mae McClure 
David McMillen 
George Ramoth 
Frank Sciabica 
Lois Strimel 
Milton Templeton 
Dolores Wright 
Matt Wylie 
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Thank You Letter 
 
March 29, 2009 
 
Dear Session and Church Members: 
 
            On behalf of the Iowa City Disaster Relief 
Mission team, I would like to express our grati-
tude for your financial and food stuff support to 
our trip.  Without your assistance, our construc-
tion activities would have been severely ham-
pered and the food certainly lessened the finan-
cial burden on those who participated.  Your gift 
cards were utilized to buy materials (drywall, 
spackling, paint, framing material, lighting fix-
tures and related supplies).  We primarily con-
centrated on the reconstruction of a church, food 
distribution center, clothing bank and community 
recreation center.  The work which was com-
pleted was so very much appreciated and we 
thank God that your church was such an integral 
part of it. 
 
            We praise our Savior for your thoughts 
and prayers as we did our small part to travel to 
all nations to make disciples!! 
 
            In the honor and joy of His service, 
 
            Pastor Larry Deemer, CLP 
            Upper Ten Mile Presbyterian Church 

Have You Seen It? 
 
           Our church kitchen was thoroughly 
cleaned, scrubbed,  painted and decorated last 
month.  You may want to share your appreciation 
with Nancy Ward and her volunteer crew:  Bob 
Blough, Esther Kusic, Sandy and Haley Wallace 
and Mary Skirpan. 

A Mother’s Prayer 
 
            Dear Lord, thank you for the blessings of 
my children.  Help me rely on you for guidance, 
patience and even-temperedness throughout my 
days. 
 
            I want my children to love you, worship 
you and serve you as best they can.  Grant me 
the wisdom to know how to influence them to live 
godly lives.  Prevent me from provoking my chil-
dren to anger and from manipulating or nagging 
them. 
 
            Fill our household with abiding love and 
respect, and help us all be united in purpose to 
do your will.  In the name of Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Memorial Day 
 
            Over the years, Memorial Day has become a 
big holiday weekend.  It’s now the unofficial start of 
summer, rather than a day of tribute to the departed 
it was originally meant to be. 
 
            Even if we plan fun events for Memorial Day 
weekend, it’s important to stop long enough to bow 
our heads and pay respect to our departed loved 
ones — especially those who fell in battle while help-
ing preserve America’s liberties. 
 
            Let us take time to make the pilgrimage to 
various cemeteries and pause long enough to say, 
“Thank you, Father, for these special lives, for sacri-
fices made and for friendships we have shared.” 



News from the Deacons 
 
            
           Scrip (gift card) orders will be sent in 
monthly.  Orders are due the second Sunday of 
each month. 
 
            We need 90 dozen homemade cookies for 
Sunday, July 5 for the Chartiers Creek Work Camp 
(July 5-11, 2009).  If you are interested in donating 
cookies, please contact Patti Nagy.  Please bring 
them to the Fellowship Hall when you come to 
church.  The cookies need to be at the church by 
July 5. 
 
            We are also collecting Prayer Shawls.  If 
you like to crochet or knit, please consider making 
a shawl.  Directions can be obtained in the church 
office.  If you are interested, please contact Patti 
Nagy.  Prayer shawls need to be at the church by 
May 31. 
 
            All offerings in the green Deacons enve-
lopes for the month of May will be given to the 
Chartiers Creek project. 
 
Upcoming events: 
 
            August 4th:  Church picnic at Arnold Park 
from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
            The next Deacons meeting is Tuesday, 
May 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Family Room. 

Page 5 The Heavenly Herald 

Scrip is a HIT!!! 
 
           The Deacons would like to thank every-
one for their support of the Scrip Gift Card Pro-
gram.  It has been a huge success for us!  
since implementing the program in December, 
the Deacons have earned $436.75 from the gift 
card orders!!  (WOW!!)  We’re so thankful and 
grateful for the support you’ve given us as 
members.  We’d also like to remind you that 
this fundraiser is on-going….we collect orders 
the 2nd Sunday of each and every month AND 
the turn around time for receiving your order is 
only ONE week!!  If you haven’t placed an or-
der with us, we urge you to do so now!  Re-
member the most popular gift card orders are 
not even for “gifts”, they’re for everyday pur-
chasing you would do anyway.  That’s the 
beauty of this!  You can support your church 
every time you grocery shop, pump gas or or-
der pizza!  (DOUBLE WOW!!)  Some other 
great ideas just in time for spring are:  Lowe’s 
or Home Depot for home improvements or gar-
dening needs; Cabela’s or Gander Mountain 
for some fishing or hiking supplies; Dick’s 
Sporting Goods for a new pair of walking 
shoes; JCPenney, Kohl’s or Macy’s for some 
new spring clothes; and Tanger Outlets for a 
great outdoor shopping experience!  This is 
just a handful of what we offer!!  Ask any Dea-
con for an order form or stop by the church of-
fice and pick one up.  And again, thank you so 
much for your support and keep those orders 
coming!! 

Operation Christmas Child 
 
           This is just a reminder to save your shoe 
boxes from the new shoes you may have bought 
for Easter or spring or the new summer sandals 
that are out.  Bring the empty shoe boxes to 
church so we can use them for the Christmas 
boxes for Operation Christmas Child which is only 
5 months away. 
 
                       Thank you. 
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We would like to wish a Happy 1st Birthday 
to the light of our life….Leo Charles Carder.  
We thank God every day for blessing us by 
sending you.  We love you so so so much!! 
 
                       Love, 
                       Mommy and Daddy 

Washington Wild Things Game 
 
           The Nurturing Committee is planning a 
July 10th outing with the Washington Wild 
Things.  The Wild Things play Evansville and 
there will be a Zambelli fireworks display after 
the game.  The game starts at 7:05 p.m.  We 
plan on tailgating before the game.  More infor-
mation to follow! 

Letter Carriers Annual Food Drive 
 
           The National Association of Letter Carriers, 
(Pittsburgh Branch 84) will be collecting non-
perishable food items on Saturday, May 9, 2009 for 
distribution to the LOCAL food banks and pantries. 
 
            Branch 84 represents post offices in Alle-
gheny, Washington, Greene and Westmoreland 
counties. 
 
            Letters carriers on Saturday, May 9th will be 
collecting non-perishable food donations along their 
routes for delivery to the local food banks and pan-
tries.  It is the annual “Stamp Out Hunger” drive con-
ducted by the National Association of Letter Carri-
ers — the largest one-day food drive in the nation.  
Please place a food donation by your mailbox on 
Saturday, May 9 before your mail is delivered.  Your 
letter carrier will deliver it to the local food bank or 
pantry.  Help us help our community.  Thank you. 

Women’s  Retreat 
 

“What’s In a Name?” 
 

May 15-16, 2009 
 

Sandscrest Conference and Retreat Center 
Wheeling, WV 

 
Brochures are available in the  

church office. 
 

Registration is due Sunday, May 3rd. 
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           GREETERS 
 

Deacon Greeters: 
 

 

       May 3                 Jeff Paxton (GV) 
                                Lynn Smith (MV) 
                                Renee Poland (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 

      May 10               Bethany Carder (GV) 
                                Nancy Martinez (MV) 
                                Rob Smith (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 

      May 17               Linda Young (GV) 
                                Dottie Lesnock (MV) 
                                Margaret Strimel (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 

      May 24               Bob Blough (GV) 
                                Marianne Blough (MV) 
                                Lynn Smith (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 

      May 31               Inez Patsch (GV) 
                                Lala Patsch (MV) 
                                Patti Nagy (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
       

Elder Greeters: 
 

      May 3                 Gloria Schmalz (GH) 
                                John Zanaglio (GV) 
                                Thelma Mitchell (MH) 
                                Rev. CjE (MV)           
 

      May 10               Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                Buddy Jeffers (MH) 
                                Rob Smith (MV) 
 

      May 17               Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                Grier Adamson (GV) 
                                Leon Young (MH) 
                                Adam Johnston (MV) 
 

 
       

      May 24                Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                 Gloria Schmalz (MH) 
                                 Thelma Mitchell (MV) 
 
 

      May 31                Cyndi Powell (GH) 
                                 Adam Johnston (GV) 
                                 Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                 Rob Smith (MV)        
 

 
Money Counters: 
 

           Adam Johnston 
           Bill Smith 
 
 

Liturgist:        
           Shirley Pohl 
 

 
Nursery Workers:    
 
 

      May 3                  Tonya Decker 
                                 Carrie Cochran 
 

      May 10                Virginia Johnston 
                                 Valorie Checque 
 

      May 17                Jami Craig 
                                 Conner Craig 
 

      May 24                Betty Wylie 
                                 Stephanie Wylie 
 

      May 31                Tina Colletti 
                                 Jami Craig 
 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN MAY 2009 



DEADLINE 
 

            The deadline for articles for the June 2009 newsletter is Wednesday, 
May 20th .  Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or 
you may email them to the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

MAY 2009 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
 
Sunday, May 3                                  12:00 p.m. Music and Worship 
                                                         12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
Tuesday, May 5                                7:00 p.m. Deacons in Family Room 
Friday, May 8                                    6:00 to 10:00 p.m. Emmaus 
Sunday, May 10                                Mother’s Day 
                                                         Lil chimers and Children’s Choir 
                                                         Deacons’ gift card orders due 
                                                         12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
Monday, May 11                               6:00 p.m. Mother/Daughter Banquet — Baby Shower for 
                                                                     “Love In a Basket” 
Tuesday, May 12                              6:30 p.m. Christian Education 
Friday, May 15                                  5:00 p.m. — Women’s Retreat at Sandscrest, Wheeling 
Saturday, May 16                              Women’s Retreat at Sandscrest, Wheeling 
Sunday, May 17                                11:00 a.m. Communion 
                                                         12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
Tuesday, May 19                              7:00 p.m. Session 
Wednesday, May 20                         June Newsletter articles due in office 
Sunday, May 24                                12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
Monday, May 25                               Memorial Day — Office Closed 
Saturday, May 30                              9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Book Club — “90 Minutes in Heaven” 
Sunday, May 31                                Pentecost 
                                                         12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
                                                         Baccalaureate 
 
 
Wednesday, May 6, 13 and 20: 
           6:30 p.m. Bells 
           8:00 p.m. Choir 
 
Thursday, May 7, 14, 21 and 28: 
           7:00-8:30 p.m. Bible Study and Prayer Group in Family Room 
 
Mondays , 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Doug Schmidt 724 747-3821 
 
Tuesdays , 8:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous, Larry Alling 724 746-3425 
 
Thursdays , 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. New AA group, Marsha Lewis 724 916-4302 
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How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 
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