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Dear Friends, 
 
           I hope you have enjoyed the beautiful spring we have been 
blessed with this year! Each “breath of spring” and sign of new life can 
inspire our human spirits and turn us toward the Holy Spirit with thanks-
giving and praise. Pentecost (May 23) brings this year’s season of 
Easter to a close but opens us into the season of growth and the full-
ness of life. Summer trees are heavy with leaves. The gardens grow 
and start producing the fruits promised in the seeds and bulbs planted 
in the cooler thinner air of spring. Green is the color of growth and pro-
ductivity. 
 
           Ordinary Time is precious time for consolidating growth and 
learning. Resting in the Lord is time for healing of bodies, minds, memo-
ries, and spirits. Soak up some sun – vitamin D is good for you! But 
soak up the Son of God as well. I encourage you to use the approach-
ing summer time by planning to include the worship, reading and 
prayer, and service that will keep you close to your Good Shepherd, Je-
sus Christ. 
 

We make two Summer Worship Services available in Ju ne, July 
and August with Sunday School between:  

 

8:30 AM in the Chapel 
9:45 AM Adult Classes continue as usual while the 

Children’s Classes combine with Libby Young 
(downstairs). 

11:00 AM in the Sanctuary 
 

           Come and try something new and refreshing this summer! 
 
                                                       
                                           Yours in Christ’s Service, 
            

                                              ���������	
��
  



Page 2 The Heavenly Herald 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY IS  
MAY 23, 2010 

 
           This year has been busy and exciting for our 
Confirmation Class. In January we invited friends 
and participated in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. 
March included invitations to participate in special 
Holy Week Events like the Cross Walk, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and the “Journey to the 
Cross” on the Saturday before Easter. After Easter 
and Passover, we visited the Beth Israel Synagogue 
in Washington and Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal in Meadowlands to learn how the worship 
services are different and alike. Rabbi Novitsky and 
Father O’Shea and their congregations were very 
hospitable and spent a lot of time explaining their 
worship services to us. Understanding and experi-
ence can help us build healthy relationships even 
while we are aware of the issues. We can be proud 
of our Presbyterian heritage. In April Ben Wallace 
was our guest speaker about archaeology in the 
Holy Land. We tried our hand at excavating in our 
own “site boxes”. We toured the Bible Lands Mu-
seum at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and Dr. 
Bowden-Cooper taught us a lot about the archeo-
logical discoveries that have shed light on biblical 
history the meaning of bible stories. We learned 
about the development of writing and writing materi-
als, and did some transliterations from Hebrew and 
Greek to English. We handled and examined arti-
facts that were 2,000 to 3,000 years old! 
 
           Now we are approaching the Pentecost Cele-
bration. On the first Christian Pentecost, according 
to Acts, over 3,000 new believers were added to the 
church in Jerusalem. The Confirmation students will 
be invited to make their decisions about becoming 
active members of the Church of Jesus Christ and 
our First United Presbyterian Church Congregation. 
They will meet with the Elders of the Session and 
share what they have learned and talk over their de-
cisions. You will meet them on Sunday, May 23 in 
worship and you are invited to come to Fellowship 
Hall and greet them at the reception in their honor. 
There will be lunch and Holy Spirit activities for all 
ages. 

News From The Property  
Committee  

 
 
           The Property Committee has been 
very active during February, March, and 
April. 
 
           The sanctuary has been painted com-
pletely for the first time in 23 years. Accents 
have been applied to the stain glass win-
dows and the choir loft area including the 
ceiling. Thanks to Danny West and crew for 
the effort they put into painting the sanctuary 
and the plaster work in Fellowship Hall. 
After the congregational meeting work was 
started in Fellowship Hall and the two Sun-
day School rooms upstairs. The Fellowship 
Hall has new windows thanks to the gener-
osity of one of our church members. The 
members of the Property Committee and 
other volunteers have completed Fellowship 
Hall work which consisted of removing all the 
old wall covering, painting the ceiling and 
walls and repairing the folding partitions. 
New cabinets and counter tops were in-
stalled. The old cabinet by Rev. CjE's office 
is now in the balcony to store the bells. The 
other old cabinets are now upstairs to be 
used by the Sunday School.  
 
           There have been many small projects 
which were completed and are too numer-
ous to mention. 
 
           The upstairs Sunday School rooms 
will be complete in about two weeks. 
Many thanks to all the volunteers who have 
helped to complete these projects. 
 
                     Thurman Yost 
                     Property Chairman  
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2010 Baccalaureate Service for the  
Chartiers-Houston Graduating Class 

Tuesday, June 1, 2010  
7:00 PM 

at The First United Presbyterian Church 
of Houston 

102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA 

 
           A Baccalaureate Worship Service offers the 
graduating class members to opportunity to worship 
together and thank God for the gifts of education 
that they have received. So many people have had 
important roles to play in their education and until a 
person pauses to think about it, we might forget to 
say “Thanks!” 
 
           Parents have gotten students to school, 
monitored homework, encouraged, cajoled and dis-
ciplined – doing whatever it took – to come to this 
graduation time. Teachers, supported by the ad-
ministrative staff and all the school employees, 
have made daily lessons as interesting and thor-
ough as they could. Ever calculated 180 days 
(minimum) times 13 years equals 2,340 days times 
6 subjects (more or less) equals 14,040 lessons! 
That’s a lot of classes! But we can’t stop there. All 
the clubs and sports and extra-curricular activities 
count as learning time, too. All the sponsors and 
coaches have added their encouragement and 
training to the school’s success. And behind the 
faculty and staff, are the citizens of the community, 
Board members over the years and tax-payers 
have supported the whole enterprise! It certainly 
does take a whole village to raise a child! So, 
prayers of thanks are certainly in order for Bacca-
laureate. 
 
           Prayers for the future adventures in the job 
market, higher education and training, military or 
peace corp service are also in order. This gradua-
tion marks a major transition in life for members of 
our society and who knows better than our God 
how to guide the future as He has the past. 
 
           Friends may be going in different directions 

after graduation. True friends pray for 
each other even when they are sepa-
rated and pursuing different paths. 
Friends are true treasurers and keeping 
good friends while making new ones 
will make a person richer than all the 
money one may earn. 
 
           Friends, you are invited to attend 
the Baccalaureate Service and add 
your prayers for graduates, their 
school, and their community. The Dea-
cons and friends from the other 
churches in C-H School District will 
serve a reception for the graduates and 
their families. 

Seven Things You’ll Never Regret 
 
 
1. Feeling reverence for your Maker. 
2. Showing kindness to an aged per-

son. 
3. Destroying a letter — or not send-

ing an e-mail — written in anger. 
4. Offering an apology that saves a 

friendship. 
5. Stopping gossip that could wreck a 

reputation. 
6. Taking time to show loved ones 

consideration. 
7. Accepting the judgment of God on 

any question. 



News from the Deacons 
            
           Scrip card orders are due the 2nd Sunday of each 
month. The profit from the sale of these cards will be used for 
the chapel roof. 
 
           The next Deacon meeting will be Tuesday, May 4, 
2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
           The Deacons will be having a Fundraiser to raise 
money for the Chapel Roof. This fundraiser could not be any 
simpler....all you have to do is go out to eat!! Mark your calen-
dars for Thursday May 27th & head over to Max & Erma's in 
McMurray for lunch, dinner or takeout. As long as you give 
your server the attached coupon, 20% of your purchase will 
come back to us!! Feel free to make as many copies of the 
coupon as you'd like & hand them out to friends, family & co-
workers. We'll also have them at the church for pick up. 
Thanks for your continued support! 
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VBS 
 
           Come sail the "High 
Seas" with us from  June 14 - 
June 18, 6:00 - 8:30!  We'll have 
stories, music, games, snacks, 
and crafts.  Chadder will be there 
as well as a salty character 
named Sailor Jack!  Register by 
June 6 and get a surprise when 
you come.  Forms are available 
in the office.   
 
           We have a place for any-
one who would like to help out.  
We especially need crew leaders 
and a pre-school leader.  If you 
have nautical decorations that 
you wouldn't mind us using for 
the week, bring them to the 
church.  Any questions, call 
Sandy Wallace, 724 745-3108.   
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Camp Brochures Available 
 
Pine Springs Camp  
 
           It's hard to believe that summer is 
just around the corner, but it's time to get 
your registrations in for Pine Springs 
Camp. Brochures are available in the of-
fice that describes all they have to offer. 
From "Moms & Tots" - ages 3-7, to 12th 
grade, there's something for everyone. 
Scholarships for 1/2 the tuition are avail-
able through the church. See Sandy Wal-
lace or Rev. CjE for details.  
 
Crestfield Camp  
 
           We have received brochures from 
Crestfield Camp located in Slippery 
Rock. It is affiliated with the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and is also a ministry of 
the Pittsburgh Presbytery. Scholarships 
are available for this camp also.  
 
Camp Agape 
 
           Brochures for the 2010 summer 
day programs at Camp Agape are avail-
able in the church office.  Camp Agape is 
located in Hickory, PA.  Scholarships are 
available through the Christian Ed Com-
mittee, Sandy Wallace, chairperson. 

Upcoming Benefit Golf Outings   
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           Brochures for these outings are avail-
able in the church office. 
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           GREETERS 
 

 

Deacon Greeters: 
 

 

       May 2                   Vicky Lesjak (GV) 
                                   Virginia Rockwell (MV) 
                                   Renee Poland (GH) 
                                   Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 

      May 9                   Bob Blough (GV) 
                                   Nancy Martinez (MV) 
                                   Bethany Carder (GH) 
                                   Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 

      May 16                 Valorie Checque (GV) 
                                   Stacy Simpon (MV) 
                                   Margaret Strimel (GH) 
                                   Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 

      May 23                 Bob Blough (GV) 
                                   Lynn Smith (MV) 
                                   Tiffany Lesjak (GH) 
                                   Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 

      May 30                 Dottie Lesnock (GV) 
                                   Cherie Kisla (MV) 
                                   Rob Smith (GH) 
                                   Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
              
 

Elder Greeters: 
 
      May 2                   Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                   John Jones (GV) 
                                   Gloria Schmalz (MH) 
                                   Thelma Mitchell (MV)   
 

      May 9                   Shane Koszarsky (GH) 
                                   Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                   John Lesjak (MH) 
                                   Kristie Coppola (MV) 
 

      May 16                 Cyndi Powell (GH) 
                                   Bill Vogel (GV) 
                                   Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                   Thurman Yost (MV) 
 

      May 23                 John Zanaglio (GH) 
                                   Dave Checque (GV) 
                                   Grier Adamson (MH) 
                                   Rev. CjE (MV) 
 

 
      May 30                 Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                   Peggy Yost (GV) 
                                   John Jones (MH) 
                                   Thelma Mitchell (MV) 
 
 

Money Counters: 
 

           Bill Smith 
           Fred Andy 
 
 
 

Liturgist:        
 

           Shirley Pohl 
 

 
 

Nursery Workers:    
 
 

      May 2                   Tricia Fee 
                                   Claire Fee 
 
      May 9                   Virginia Johnston 
                                   Haley Wallace 
 
      May 16                 Patty Scott 
                                   Shannon Scott 
 
      May 23                 Betty Wylie 
                                   Stephanie Wylie 
 
      May 30                 Valorie Checque 
                                   Shannon McFarland 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN MAY 2010 



DEADLINE 
 

            The deadline for articles for the June 2010 newsletter is Friday, May 14th .  
Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you may email 
them to the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

MAY 2010 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
 
Sunday, May 2                       11:00 a.m. Baptism 
                                              12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
                                              12:00 p.m. Music and Worship Committee  
Monday, May 3                      6:00 p.m. Mother/Daughter Banquet 
Tuesday, May 4                     7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting 
Wednesday, May 5                6:30 p.m. Bells 
                                              8:00 p.m. Choir 
Thursday, May 6                    National Day of Prayer 
Sunday, May 9                       Mother’s Day 
                                              Scrip card orders due 
                                              12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
                                              6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Tuesday, May 11                   6:30 p.m. Christian Ed meeting 
Wednesday, May 12              6:00 p.m. Sarris 
                                              7:00 p.m. Bells 
Friday, May 14                       June newsletter articles due 
Friday & Saturday, 
      May 14 & 15                     Women’s Retreat at Sandscrest 
Sunday, May 16                     12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
                                              6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Tuesday, May 18                   7:00 p.m. Session meeting 
Sunday, May 23                     11:00 a.m. Communion and Confirmation 
                                              12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
Sunday, May 30                     12:00 p.m. Discovery Class 
Monday, May 31                    Memorial Day — Office Closed 
                                               
 
 
 

Thursday, May 6, 13, 20 & 27: 
           7:00-8:30 p.m. Bible Study and Prayer Group in Family Room led by Bill Speakman. 
 

Mondays , 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Doug Schmidt 724 747-3821 
 

Tuesdays , 8:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous, Larry Alling 724 746-3425 
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MAKING FRIENDS WITH GOD 
 

          Spring has arrived and it is, once again, 
time to think about our annual Women’s Retreat 
at Sandscrest Retreat Center in Wheeling, West 
Virginia.  The dates for this year’s retreat are Fri-
day and Saturday, May 14-15, 2010.  Who do you 
count as a friend?   If you had to make a list, 
would it include God?   We hope you will join us 
as Rev. CjE Haury leads us in a study on “Making 
Friends with God.”   Our Women’s Retreat is a 
wonderful way to renew your spiritual life with 
new and old friends in the beautiful, peaceful sur-
roundings of Sandscrest.  Brochures for the re-
treat will soon be available in the church office.  In 
the meantime, contact either Esther Kusic (724 
745-5474) or Dottie Kotyk (724 222-5775) for 
more information.   



How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
 
 

Nonprofit organization 
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 
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