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Dear Friends, 
 

           Jesus instructed us to ask in prayer for what we want. 
 

                      “Ask, and it will be given you; search and you shall 
                      find; knock and the door will be opened for you.  For 
                      everyone who asks receives and everyone who  
                      searches finds, and for everyone who knocks the 
                      door will be opened.”  Matthew 7:7 & 8 
 

                      “If you then who are evil know how to give good 
                      gifts to your children, how much more will your 
                      father in heaven give good things to those who 
                      ask him?”   Matthew 7:11 
 

                      “Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
                      about anything you ask, it will done for you by my 
                      Father in heaven.”   Matthew 18:19 
 

Our practice of prayer does indeed include requests or supplications, but 
it also includes:  Adoration (praise), Confession and Thanks before our 
Supplications. 
 

           In this month of thanksgiving our list of thanks should be long in-
deed!  Many times when I greet a person and ask, “How are you?”, he or 
she answers, “Well, I’m here.”  That’s a good starting place!  I’m here.  
What do I want now?  I’ve had a night’s rest in a warm bed and food for 
the morning.  What do I want now?  I greet family and friends, share a 
hug, kiss, smile, handshake.  What do I want now?  As we go through 
our day we realize we have received so much — what more do we 
want? 
 

           We can follow the same pattern in a review of our life.  “I’m here.”  
What do I want now?  I’d guess you will find, though every incident was 
not perfectly wonderful, the Lord helped you make your way through to 
this present day.  Blessings have been poured out for you.  Ask again, 
“What do I want now?” 
 

           Perhaps you are ready to want and to pray for a closer relation-
ship with our Lord Jesus Christ so that your life may be a blessing to oth-
ers as He was. 
 

           What I want now is to love Jesus more wholeheartedly and serve 
Him more generously.  Amen.        
                                                                 Yours in Christ’s Service, 
                                                                      ���������	
��
�
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Veterans Day Service 
Wednesday, November 11, 2009 

7:30 p.m. 
 

First United Methodist Church in 
Canonsburg 

 
           This year, as much or more than in re-
cent times, the world is in conflict.  We as 
Americans are living in a “free” land.  We have 
much to be thankful for.  So, again this year 
we are inviting all peoples to join in a non-
denominational service to honor our veterans 
and active duty personnel.  We want to thank 
all those who have served and are serving and 
all of those who have contributed in many 
ways so that our military can do their job and 
keep us “one nation under God” and free!  
 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

CROP Walk Thank You 
 
            Thank you to everyone who participated 
in the CROP Walk on October 18. 
 
Joe & Amy Wiszczor — Organizers 
 
Walkers included: 
 
Kristie Coppola                      Rob Smith 
Lynn Smith                            Donovan Smith* 
Jonathan Smith*                    Brandon Smith 
Tyler Williams*                       Casey Gordon 
Shannon McFarland              Scott McFarland* 
Tyler Keenan                         Mark Simpson 
Stacey Simpson                    Jordan Simpson* 
Madison Simpson                  Evan Simpson 
Alex Caumo 
            *members of the Confirmation Class 
 
Thanks to Kim Keenan who was there lending 
her support. 

Book Review:  “Hometown Legend” 
Jerry Jenkins, Warner Books, 2001 

 

           Cal Sawyer narrates the story of God’s answer 
to a high school girl’s prayer.  “God showed up and 
showed off” in the last half of the final game of Athens 
City High School team at the state championship.  Af-
ter that second half, Rachel Sawyer went back to the 
end zone to thank God for showing up and showing 
off. 
 

            This story is not only about prayer but working 
together as a team.  How could a college scholarship 
in a small town high school be a bad thing?  It turns 
bad when every “team” member is playing for himself, 
trying to be the MVP.  This is a story of virtues put into 
practice:  trust in God, perseverance, faithfulness, 
keeping one’s promises, true friendship, true love and 
true hospitality — “make my home your home”. 
 

            The owner of the main industry in Athens 
struggles with ethical questions of competition from 
world labor markets.  Can he keep the business going 
and take care of his loyal workers or must he sellout? 
 

            No book is complete without a love story or 
two.  But how long do you expect a grief stricken, de-
pressed, alcoholic marriage to survive?  12 years?  25 
years?  Is there any hope? 
 
            A disappointment:  readers wanted to know 
whether Elvis Presley Jackson made it to college with-
out the MVP scholarship.  Among the happy endings, 
it would have been nice to know whether Elvis made it 
to school on the merits of his mind and new study 
skills or on his football abilities. 
 

            We can’t always work things out, but God can 
make a way. 
 
¨ Great story for adults and youth 
¨ It’s seasonal:  fall sports 
¨ Easy, fun reading 
¨ Chartiers-Houston Library has a large print copy 
¨ Available on DVD or video from Warner Home 

Video 
 

Upcoming Book Club Selections 
 

November 28:   
 

“The Purpose of Christmas”  by Rick Warren 
 

December 19: 
 

“The Christmas Candle” by Max Lucado 
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What’s Thanksgiving Dinner without 
that delicious piece of pie  

for dessert? 
 
            Pies are needed for the Canonsburg/
Houston Ministerial Association’s Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner.  Any flavor is graciously ac-
cepted. 
 
            Please take them to Canonsburg United 
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall on Wednes-
day, November 25th between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. or before 10:00 a.m. Thanksgiving Day. 
 
           Thanks for your kindness! 

Congratulations! 
 
           Congratulations to Mr. Bob Arnold who 
now has a beautifully framed original artist’s print 
of the painting that hangs in our Family Room.  
Watercolor artist, Leeda Miller of Houston, do-
nated the print to our church.  Sandy Wallace, The 
Cottage Framer, donated her professional framing 
of the print.  Tickets were sold at the Pumpkin Fes-
tival and the last chicken dinner.  We send many 
thanks to Leeda and Sandy for their gifts to First 
UP Church. 
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Offerings of canned goods for the Canonsburg-
Houston Food Pantry and funds for the 
Canonsburg-Houston Ministerial Association 
and Canonsburg Hospital Chaplaincy will be 
accepted. 
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Call for reservations:   
           Chaplain Stan Albright 
           724 229-5939 or 412 877-6296 
           chaplain@co.washington.pa.us 
           www.wccfministriesinc.org 



Calvin Dinner Thank You’s 
 
           Thanks go out Thelma Mitchell and her 
crew of volunteers who organized our Calvin Din-
ner in honor of John Calvin’s 500th birthday.  John 
Calvin was the founder of the Presbyterian Church 
in the 1530s at Geneva, Switzerland.  John Zana-
glio and Grier Adamson organized the showing of 
the DVD:  “Calvin:  His Life and Legacy”.  Bill 
Speakman’s adult Sunday School class is cur-
rently studying John Calvin’s life and contribution 
to the Church of Jesus Christ. 
 
            Volunteers were: 
 
Thelma Mitchell                     Virginia Rockwell 
Lala Patsch                           Inez Patsch 
Bruce Mitchell                        Jeffrey Mitchell 
Shane Koszarsky                  John Lesjak 
Bobbie Jean Koszarsky         Karen Jones 
Edna Kenimond                     John Jones 
Valorie Checque                    Dave Checque 
Kristie Coppola                      Tyler Keenan 
Shannon McFarland              Scott McFarland 
Donovan Smith                      Jonathan Smith 
James Orbich                        Rob Smith 
Leon Young                           Linda Young 
Gloria Schmalz                      Peg Yost 
John Zanaglio                        Cyndi Powell 
Jonnie Swarow                      Cherie Kisla 
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The Open Door, Inc. 
 

           The Open Door, Inc. is a non-profit organi-
zation on the North Shore of Pittsburgh. It was 
started by Dana Davis of Crafton, Pennsylvania 
along with a group of friends include Patrick Putorti; 
son of Carmen Putorti and step son of Kathy 
Putorti.  The organization is dedicated to housing 
people living with HIV in Pittsburgh.  Their approach 
to healing through harm reduction has enabled their 
program participants to adhere to the difficult regi-
ment of medication required with HIV because they 
were provided with life's essentials, like housing 
and food.  The organization owns an apartment 
building with 14 units and is able to support a staff 
of resident helpers for the program participants.  All 
of the funding for the program is from private dona-
tions and the organization does not receive money 
from any government agency. 
 

            It is no coincidence the organization is 
named The Open Door, Inc.  Patrick's mother 
Janice Putorti was a co-director of The Open Door 
Nursery for over 25 years.  Janice passed away 8 
years ago this December from colon cancer.  She 
left behind generations of students who remember 
her loving approach to caring and learning.  She in-
stilled in her children the same idea of loving care 
for others.  Her actions of out reached arms and 
supportive embraces spoke volumes to her classes 
and her children about what it means to give of 
yourself to others. It was in this same spirit that  
Patrick Putorti helped plan and serve as a 
founding board member of The Open Door, Inc.  
 

            The Open Door, Inc. funds the entire pro-
gram through private donations solicited twice a 
year through a letter to family and friends.  It is also 
supported by the help of the local community 
through donations of furniture, clothing, and house-
hold items.   If you are interested in more informa-
tion or making a donation please contact us at 412 
231-2178 or visit our website at www. Opendoor-
housing.org. 
 

           Based in Pittsburgh, PA The Open Door, 
Inc. is a non-profit 501(c) company dedicated to 
providing affordable, safe and supportive housing 
for chronically homeless, high risk HIV+ individuals 
currently living in poverty. 
 
                                Thanks, 
                                Patrick Putorti 

Focus On Worship 
 

November 14th  
8:30 a.m. to 12 Noon 

 

Church of the Covenant 
 

Attendees may choose 2 workshops 
 

Following the workshops will be a dynamic 
worship service! 

 

Workshops available: 
 

Enlivening Worship — Bill Carter 
 

Making a Welcoming Church —  
Vera White 

 

Sacraments — Stuart Broberg 
 

Using Electronic Equipment in Worship — Rob 
Perez 



News from the Deacons 
            
           We are looking for the names and ad-
dresses of our military personnel so that we can 
send them a gift box for Christmas.  Please con-
tact Cherie Kisla with this information. 
 
            The Deacons are sponsoring a new mis-
sion. The Canonsburg-Houston Food Pantry has a 
site at the Heritage House. Volunteers are needed 
the second Thursday of every month to help un-
pack and distribute the food for the residents. Our 
Congregation has six or seven residents of the 
Heritage House. We would also like donations of 
senior friendly items to augment the food pantry 
boxes. If you are interested in volunteering to help 
or in donating items, please contact Cherie Kisla 
at 724-745-7959. Thank you. 
 
            The Deacons also deliver gifts to Avis Ar-
bor.  Washcloths, towels, body wash, feminine 
supplies are the most requested items.  These 
items may be placed in the baskets by the sanctu-
ary doors or given to Deacon Nancy Martinez. 
 
            The next Deacon meeting will be Novem-
ber 3, 2009 in the Family Room.  

Planned Giving Cards 
 
           As we conclude our season of stewardship, please sign and return your Planned Giving Card to the 
church in the offering plate or by mail.  Your help is greatly appreciated as the Session plans for the work 
and worship of our church. 
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December Scrip Orders 
 
           For December, the Deacons are going 
to collect the Scrip gift card orders a week 
early, on December 6th.  This will ensure that 
the gift cards will be back by December 13.  
We will have the order form in the bulletin that 
Sunday, December 6th, or you can get one 
from a Deacon.  We really appreciate your 
support of this fundraiser.  Please remember 
us when you are planning your own shopping 
and for gifts. 



Operation Christmas Child 
 
           Operation Christmas Child does much 
more than deliver shoe boxes of Christmas 
gifts for children who most likely won’t get any-
thing else this year.  It reaches children and 
families with the good news of Jesus Christ.  
Countless lives are changed as the distribution 
teams share the message of eternal life 
through Christ. 
             
            Get your family, friends, neighbors, 
school or youth groups involved in collecting 
items and packing shoe boxes.  It is a great 
way to teach young children the joy of giving 
and sharing the gospel.  It’s also a wonderful 
way to remind all of us how fortunate we are 
that are lives are filled with the Lord’s bless-
ings. 
 
            Pamphlets and shoe boxes are in the 
pews.  They must be filled and returned back 
by Sunday, November 15th.  Don’t forget to in-
clude $7.00 for each shoe box for shipping and 
handling. 
 
            If you need help shopping, call Joanie 
Bish at 724 745-5017. 
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Pumpkin Festival Thank You’s 
 
           Thanks to all who helped at the cookie 
booth during the Pumpkin Festival. Dishing out 
approximately 50 dozen were Rachel White, Rob 
Smith, Cyndi Powell, Jami Craig, Conner Craig, 
Debbie, Shannon, Kaylee, Kendel, Tanner and 
Lexie McFarland, Tiffany Lesjak, Kristin McCarty, 
Tricia and Claire Fee, Rev CjE, Ben Wallace, Ty-
ler Keenan and Haley Wallace. Our bakers this 
year were Libby Young, Lynn Smith, Joanie 
Bish, Marge Smagner and Rev CjE. The pro-
ceeds go into the VBS acount to get us started 
next year.  
 
            Special thanks to Cyndi and Tom Powell, 
Jeff Paxton, Ben Wallace, Shannon and Scott 
McFarland, Adam Johnston, John Zanaglio and 
Dave Cheque for getting our float together which 
got 3rd place in the parade. Others involved with 
the float include Tanner McFarland, Nick Lesjak, 
Caleb Naugle and Reagan Campbell.   
 
            Those helping to staff the Presbyterian 
Oasis include Bill and Betsy Speakman, John 
Zanaglio, John Lesjak and Rev. CjE. 
 
            Pumpkin sales for Ethiopian Mission Lit-
eracy Centers were conducted by Boy Scout 
Troop 1378. 
 
            It's a long weekend, but worth the effort. 
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           GREETERS 
 

Deacon Greeters: 
 

 

       November 1       Lynn Smith (GV) 
                                Bob Blough (MV) 
                                Renee Poland (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
      November 8       Bethany Carder (GV) 
                                Dottie Lesnock (MV) 
                                Lynn Smith (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
      November 15     Virginia Rockwell (GV) 
                                Lee Mason (MV) 
                                Margaret Strimel (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
      November 22     Linda Young (GV) 
                                Nancy Martinez (MV) 
                                Rob Smith (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
      November 29     Lynn Smith (GV) 
                                Rob Smith (MV) 
                                Kim Keenan (GH) 
                                Skipper Maxfield (MH) 
 
             
Elder Greeters: 
 

      November 1       Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                Kristie Coppola (GV) 
                                John Jones (MH) 
                                Adam Johnston (MV)          
 

      November 8       Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                Cyndi Powell (MH) 
                                Rob Smith (MV) 
 

      November 15     Rev. CjE (GH) 
                                Grier Adamson (GV) 
                                John Jones (MH) 
                                Adam Johnston (MV) 
       

       
      November 22      Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                 John Zanaglio (GV) 
                                 Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                 Rob Smith (MV) 
 

      November 29      Cyndi Powell (GH) 
                                 John Zanaglio (GV) 
                                 John Jones (MH) 
                                 Rev. CjE (MV) 
 
 

Money Counters: 
 

           Cathy Cushey 
           Leon Young 
 
 

Liturgist:        
 

           Jackie Zeni 
 

 

Nursery Workers:    
 
 

           November 1            Virginia Johnston 
                                           Valorie Checque 
 

           November 8 
                                            
 

           November 15          Tricia Fee 
                                           David Fee 
 

           November 22          Betty Wylie 
                                           Stephanie Wylie 
 

           November 29          Tina Colletti 
                                           Jami Craig 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN NOVEMBER 2009 



DEADLINE 
 

            The deadline for articles for the December 2009 newsletter is Friday, Novem-
ber 13th .  Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you 
may email them to the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

NOVEMBER 2009 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, November 1             11:00 a.m. Communion 
                                              12:00 p.m. Dinner:  Reformation 
                                              6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Tuesday, November 3            7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting 
Sunday, November 8             12:00 p.m. Nominating Committee in Family Room 
                                              6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
                                              Deacons’ gift card orders due 
Friday, November 13             December Newsletter articles due in office 
Sunday, November 15           9:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Program Practice 
                                              12:00 p.m. Music and Worship 
                                              12:00 p.m. Nominating Committee 
                                              6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Tuesday, November 17          7:00 p.m. Session 
Sunday, November 22           9:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Program Practice 
                                              6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Thursday, November 26        Thanksgiving Day — Office Closed 
Friday, November 27             Office Closed 
Saturday, November 28         9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Book Club— “The Purpose of Christmas” by Rick  
                                                         Warren 
Sunday, November 29           First Sunday in Advent 
                                              11:00 a.m. Communion 
                                              Night In Bethlehem — Living Nativity 
 
Wednesday, November 4, 11 and 18:  
           6:30 p.m. Bells           8:00 p.m. Choir 
 

Thursday, November 5, 12 and 19: 
           7:00-8:30 p.m. Bible Study and Prayer Group in Family Room led by Bill Speakman. 
 

Mondays , 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Doug Schmidt 724 747-3821 
 

Tuesdays , 8:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous, Larry Alling 724 746-3425 
 

Thursdays , 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. New AA group, Marsha Lewis 724 916-4302 
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Chapel Roof Fund 
 
          As of September 30, our Chapel Roof Fund 
stood at $6,257.54.  Our goal is $22,000. 
 

           This is a  high goal for a roof for two main rea-
sons.  The chapel roof is slate, which is very expen-
sive.  Our roof is 50 years old but the slate has dete-
riorated and must be replaced.  Other options are un-
der consideration, but this roof is very visible and 
should be attractive.  There is no insulation in the 
chapel roof so regardless of the roofing material used 
construction will have to be done to add insulation. 
 

           Many thanks go to Leon and Linda Young, 
Sandy Wallace and their crew of faithful volunteers for 
the BBQ Chicken Dinners.  The volunteers include: 
 

Virginia Rockwell                    Libby Young 
Shane Koszarsky                   Lala Patsch 
Rob Smith                              Inez Patsch 
Thurman Yost                        Peg Yost 
Valorie Checque                    Dave Checque 
John Lesjak 
 

           This chapel roof project has been designated 
for the Tree of Life.  Honorary and memorial donations 
for leaves on our Tree of Life are available for contri-
butions of $500; stones are $1,000 and $1,500. 
 

           As we near the end of 2009 and enter the holi-
day gift giving season we encourage you to consider a 
contribution to this special fund drive to replace our 
chapel roof. 



How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
 
 

Nonprofit organization 
U.S. Postage 
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 


