Dear Friends,

You know the old saying, "You can’t be everywhere at once.”

It is certainly true! I'd like to tell you about some events you may not
have attended personally. My special request is that you keep all
these small groups of our church members in your prayers. My hope is
that you will find your special niche with people who are, or will be-
come, special Christian friends within our congregation for encourage-
ment and challenge, for study and prayer, and service in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

The 2007-2008 Confirmation Class has 12 students — maybe 13!
It is a great group and there’s plenty of fun along with the lessons. Reuv.
CJE is teaching, assisted by parents taking turns month by month. The
curriculum is entitled “Professing Our Faith.” One of our goals is to form
and practice good habits of active church membership during this year
of class that will continue for many years. Look for our teens serving
around the church and encourage them!

All of our youth groups seek to balance fellowship, learning from
the apostles, prayer and service in Jesus’ name as the earliest Chris-
tians did in Acts 2: 43-47. The First UP Youth Group had 27 teens at
their opening bonfire at the Wallace farm on a perfect Sunday evening,
Sept. 23! Thank the Lord for their enthusiasm and pray for co-leaders
Kim & Dave Keenan, Sandy Wallace, and Cathy Cushey.

The Explorers Group for elementary school students (grades 1-6)
has a new group of leaders. They are Tanya Decker, Carrie Cochran
and Tricia Fee. Their first meeting is coming up on Monday, Octoberl15.
The Explorers have a “kid-friendly” supper together, a time of Bible
learning, a time for service in Christ's name and recreation. They will
meet once a month. Parents are invited to attend and help as heads of
tables and learning center assistants.

The Pre-School Adventurers, under the continuing leadership of
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cially for them about three times per year. Parents and grandparents are invited to accompany
their little ones for stories, crafts and a snack. The October program is a “Harvest Festival”.

As you can see the pace of activities increases from quarterly to monthly to weekly for
Confirmation Class students in Junior & Senior high school. Adults plan their groups weekly or as
the small group desires.

The Thursday Evening Study Group is currently being led by Mike Stager and they are
studying “The Spiritual Gifts”. Seven people gathered last week in the Family Room. The Discov-
ery Class will begin on Sept. 30 with a covered dish lunch and the video series with Ray Vander
Laan touring the Holy Land and studying passages of Scripture on tour to the sites where the
events probably took place. They will meet every week through November 18. The Hope Keepers
group which studies Scripture for help in dealing with chronic pain and illness, has changed their
meeting time to 10:30 AM on the second and fourth Thursdays each month. They also gather in
the Family Room. New members are warmly welcomed at all of meetings.

Don't forget our regular Sunday morning classes for all ages. They continue to meet for
study and prayer. They also welcome new members.

Check your own spiritual life for a balance of worship, fellowship, study, prayer and service.
Perhaps one of these groups would be just what you need for a healthy balanced spiritual life.

Yours in Christ’s Service,

= = = —

AN INVITATION TO ADULTS CONSIDERING
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

l‘@w[r ey
| % )
A new Membership Class will meet on Monday evenings in October, begin-
New HermberCiss nlng October 1, from 7:00 until 8:30 PM in the Family Room. We will review the ba-
sics of Christian faith from our Presbyterian perspective. We will look at First UP church by-
laws and organization to find all the ways active members can participate effectively. If you
are curious about what makes Presbyterians different from other denominations, this would
be a good discussion for you. You may explore church membership, but you are not commit-
ted by attending the class. Please, call Rev. CjE to notify her of your interest and leave an
emergency phone number in case any changes need to be made.
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IT'S COMING!!!
CONSECRATION SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 18, 2007

Congregations that approach stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the
money members give to their church only as a way to pay the bills. Rather, congregations
believe their monetary contributions are a way to help people grow spiritually by supporting
their church’s ministries and missions.

Our Session has again chosen to use the Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program
as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving by emphasizing edu-
cation this year. We have used this program quite successfully in the past few years and be-
lieve that, with a few surprises, we can keep the process fresh and new.

New Consecration Sunday is based on the philosophy of the need of the giver to give
for his or her own spiritual growth, rather than the need of the church to receive. Instead of
treating people like members who should pay dues to remain in good standing, we treat peo-
ple as followers of Jesus Christ who want to give as an act of discipleship.

There will be speakers on the three Sundays leading up to Consecration Sunday. Dif-
ferent perspectives on stewardship and discipleship will be presented. Be sure to come and
listen to them all. The program’s guest leader will speak on November 18 and we will ask our
member to make their financial commitments for 2008. These commitments will encompass
the church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around
the world as well as the basic operating fund.

We encourage all members to participate by completing a pledge card during morning
worship. This year the card will have a new look. Instead of the usual limited possibilities for
your offerings, there will be itemized, labeled lines for the designated fund, specific amount
and the frequency of giving. For example, there will be a line for the building fund, the Dea-
cons, the parking lot fund, etc. in addition the general offering for the daily operation of the
church. There will be options for intervals of giving, such as weekly, monthly or by the quar-
ter. This type of card will more useful than the generic card used in the past to the member
and to the committees that are involved in budget preparation.

Members who are opposed to completing a card are also encouraged to attend morn-
ing worship on November 18.. The process is completed in such a way that no one should
feel uncomfortable if they decide not to fill out the pledge card. We will do no home solicitation
asking people to complete cards.

And remember, there will be a delicious catered luncheon served immediately after
worship in Fellowship Hall!l Reservations are needed for the luncheon but there is no cost to
the individual member. What a great opportunity to spend time with each other and participate
in the spiritual growth of our congregation.
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BUDGET & FINANCE REPORT

Egglgr%ttee As we enter the final quarter of 2007, it is important that we re-
Undate view our giving through August. Summer is always a challenging period
p d to maintain our budgeted level of giving and we trust that the fall, as

usual, brings a period of renewed contributions to the Operating Fund.
Through August we are approximately $7,000 under our proposed budgeted Operating Fund
offerings. As a result of this we all need to review our year to date giving amounts and make
the necessary adjustments over the next four months to meet our pledged estimates of giv-
ing for 2007. Even if you did not submit an Operating Fund pledge for 2007, this is also a
good time to review your total giving to date and maintain or increase your support of the op-
erations of our church.

Buddy Jeffers, Chairperson
Budget & Finance Committee

~“O U

BUSY VOLUNTEERS

Please help me extend our many thanks to the Property Committee
i [ volunteers and Session members, and our staff member, Keith Bish, for all
£ the hours of labor they have invested in our church property this summer.
Repairs to the outside stairway and roof were made by Thurman Yost, John
Lesjak, Leon Young, Rob Smith, & Bill Vogel. Repairs to the stairs indoors
and outdoors at 122 N. Main Street were made by Thurman Yost, John Les-
jak. John Jones, and Buddy Jeffers. Efforts to address standing rain water in the yard and re-
place the privacy shrubs were completed by Buddy Jeffers, Bob Arnold, Sr., and Keith Bish.
We appreciate the cooperation of Houston Borough street department in creating a rain wa-
ter diversion dike in front of the garage. Thanks, John!

Many people, - church members, Meals on Wheels volunteers, neighbors and visi-
tors - have been impressed with all the good hard work they see being done at First UP
Church! It gives me great pleasure to brag on our volunteers and faithful church supporters.

Rev. CJE
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FIRST UP CHURCH IS ABUSY PLACE THIS SUMMER!
A REPORT FROM THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Over the past few months we have made significant repairs and up-
dates to our church properties. We recently completed the long overdue re-
placement of the Ieaklng flat roof over Fellowshlp Hall. The Fellowship Hall §

utilizing a fireproof and tear proof membrane product that was custom con-
structed off site for our specific roof dimensions by the manufacturer
“Duralast”. This product comes with the manufacturer’s non-prorated 15-year all-inclusive
warranty against tears and water leakage. Prescott Roofing and Construction Company of
Carnegie, a roof contractor specializing in these types of roof replacements, completed the in-
stallation in August and the manufacturer is visiting our church this week to inspect the instal-
lation and issue the warranty.

Prescott Roofing will also be completing box gutter repairs at the manse
= and the church in the next few days. This will complete our projected roof repairs
for 2007. We have also pursued estimates on the replacement of the Chapel Roof
in the very near future. This roof continues to leak do to missing and damaged
slate. We are considering a great looking 50-year product that looks exactly like
slate when installed. Over the course of the winter and at the annual meeting we will discuss
the Chapel Roof in greater detail.

As you may already know, we recently had both of our parking lots sealed and relined.
This $3,900 project had to be completed at this time to maintain the significant investment we
made when we resurfaced these lots a couple of summers ago. There is very encouraging
news from the Treasurer regarding the Parking Lot Fund. Only $4,200 remains to be donated
to complete the repayment of our investment funds.

We also reviewed and made changes to our handicapped parking areas
to be more in line with the guidelines set forth by the ADA. We are required to
have a minimum of four handicapped parking spaces when attendance aver-
ages between 100 and 200. Since our attendance at times may exceed 200
we thought it appropriate to include an additional space so that we would have |
a total of 5. Each space is supposed to be a minimum of twelve feet wide,
which allows the proper space to safely exit and enter the vehicle from the driver’s side and
the passenger’s side. It doesn’t properly serve the purpose if we provide a standard parking
space for the handicapped or physically disabled and they cannot easily and safely exit their
vehicle. So we increased the size of the three remaining handicapped parking spaces to the
rear of Fellowship Hall and made the two spaces by the recycle dumpster which is a handi-
capped van accessible parking area. Two eight feet wide spaces separated by a four foot
wide center aisle may be used as an acceptable alternative to the twelve foot wide recom-
mended width. The Visitor Parking spaces were moved to the outer edge of the lot where
they should be more visible to welcome folks entering the lot for the first time. We would also
like to encourage our members to appropriately utilize the Main Street parking lot on Sundays

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

whenever possible to free up the parking spaces in the Grant Street parking lot for those
members who may require a less physically challenging entrance to the church.

All of these improvements over the summer require funding. It is very important to
make or continue your contributions to the Buildings and Properties Fund (pink envelopes) so
that we can maintain the church in a safe and timely manner. We will allocate some of the
operating surplus attained in prior years to these needed and worthy projects but we need
your continued support of Operating Fund (white envelopes), along with the Buildings and
Properties Fund and the Parking Lots Fund to keep from falling behind in our responsibility as
stewards of our church.

Buddy Jeffers, Chairperson
Buildings & Properties Committee

Children’s Christmas Musical

Practice for the children’s Christmas musical, Tails from the
Manger, will begin on Sunday, October 21st at 9:00 a.m. and will be
3~ held every Sunday.

Dress rehearsal will be held on Saturday, December 15th

7 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon. Run through will be held Sunday,

GhristmusﬁP% ram December 16th at 9:45 a.m. with the performance during the 11:00
chearsals a.m. worship service.

OUR SERVICE PERSONNEL

Justin Stager, son of Mike and Bernadette Stager will be returning to Kuwait late this
month.

Please keep him in your prayers along with all the men and women in military service
overseas.

The Deacons are seeking names and addresses of our service
personnel overseas so they may send them a gift box. If you know of
any service personnel, please contact the Deacons or call the church of- l‘l“f
fice.
FOR OUR MILITARY
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

After much thought, discussion and prayer, it was decided that our Presbyterian Women'’s
Association would become inactive as of Fall 2007. Many women now serve in various leader-
ship positions in our congregation and, perhaps, a solely women’s group is no longer a desired
option for them. The elimination of this official connection will not affect our two active Ruth and
Rebekah Circles. These circles will continue to meet on a monthly basis, independently, as they
have in the past. Two of our most successful programs, the Women’s Retreat and the Mother-
Daughter Banquet, will continue to be held under the direction of our church’s Nurturing Commit-
tee. Our church has been tremendously blessed by the good works of many women in the past
and we thank God for them and for those who now serve the church in so many capacities.

In March of 2004, Presbyterian Women was privileged to receive a generous gift from the
trust of Jane H. Welch, a former dedicated member of our congregation and an active member of
the Ora Haft Missionary Society. Her wish was that this monetary gift be used to support mission
work. When this gift was received, guidelines were established to ensure that her wish be carried
out indicating that the money would be distributed over a ten-year period. However, with the dis-
solving of Presbyterian Women, the guidelines were amended to distribute the remaining balance
of the gift at this time. For your information, the following is an accounting of this fund:

Jane H. Welch Fund

Gift received - March 2004 $25,464.48
Fall 2004
Houston Flood Relief $2,500
Fall 2005
Habitat for Humanity 1,250
Interfaith Hospitality Network 1,250
Fall 2006
Crossing the Jordan Clinic 1,250
Off the Floor Mission 1,250
Fall 2007
Habitat for Humanity 3,000
Interfaith Hospitality Network 3,000
Crossing the Jordan Clinic 3,000
Off the Floor Mission 3,000
Don and Melanie Roth 3,000
Youth with a Mission (in 3,000

support of Timothy and

Sarah Walter)

Total Distributions $25,500.00*

*Includes $35.52 from PW Treasury
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Dear Friends of the Peters Township CROP Hunger Walk:

) ) Keith Bish, the coordinator of the Peters Township Walk for the
|* ' past several years, is unable to coordinate this year's CROP Hunger
Walk. He and the treasurer, Joanie Westcott, have done a wonderful

job over the past few years and | am very grateful to them.

g-r-

| have tried to find a new coordinator but have been unsuccessful to date. | have
contacted the coordinators of the South Hills Walk and they are inviting the churches of the
Peters Township Walk to join them this year in walking at South Park on October 7th. Their
Walk is scheduled for the same day and their proximity to your communities makes this a
real option.

There will be two registration tables: one for Washington County and one for Alle-
gheny County, so all monies raised will be credited to the appropriate walks. The only dif-
ference will be that we will be sharing the same site and route.

The Walk will take place in South Park beginning at the Museum Building. Registra-
tion will be at 1:30 p.m.; the Walk will begin at 2:00 p.m. The South Hills coordinators have
even promised periodic updates on the Steelers game!

Thank you for your participation in the past; | look forward to joining you this year.

With a prayer for God’s blessing for us all,

Kathy Clark
Asst. Regional Director, CWS/CROP

NOTE: ql ' g
4
]

Donation envelopes are available in the church office.
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News from the Deacons

The Deacons are collecting items for
the needy. New blankets, baby blankets, new
and slightly used twin sheet sets, towels and
wash clothes are needed by November 6th.
Please leave your items in the Fellowship
Hall.

We need the names and addresses for
service men and women serving overseas so
we can send them gift boxes. Please give us
the names by Sunday, November 18th.

We also need the names and ad-
dresses of our college students so we can
also send them Christmas gifts. Names are
needed by Sunday, November 18th.

The next Deacons meeting will be on
Tuesday, October 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the Family
Room.

Canonsburg First
United Methodist Church
Annual Fall Dinner

Saturday, October 27th
4:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Pork, sauerkraut, potato,
vegetable and dessert

Adults $8.00
Children 16 and under $4.00

Call 724 745-5771 for tickets or
purchase tickets at the door

Page 9

The Discovery Class

The Discovery Class will start
Sept 30™ and go for 8 weeks with the last
class on Nov 18" We will again start
with lunch right after church followed by
the video from Focus On The Family with
Ray Vander Laan and then discussion.
The videos will be on the life and ministry
of Christ. Anyone who has seen any of
these videos or knows about Ray Vander
Laan will know what a great series this
is. Everyone is welcome to join in with
the fellowship of our class.

Peggy Yost

Pumpkin People

How is being a Christian like be-
ing a pumpkin?

God sees us, picks us out of the
dirt, cleans us off, takes the yucky mate-
rial out of us by forgiving us, puts a smile
on our faces and places a shining light
within us for others to see.

Jesus said: “Let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father
in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16, NRSV)

A
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Youth Group News

The fire was blazing and the marshmallows and hot dogs were tasty at the kick-off
bonfire for the Junior/Senior High Youth Group held Sunday, September 23. We had 24
great kids in attendance and after devotions discussed the direction we are going this
year. Following is the schedule we have planned so far:

Saturday, September 29 Meet at the church at 9:30 a.m. to pick pumpkins at the
West Alexander Church for support of the Literacy
Project in Ethiopia.

Thursday, October 11 Meet at Cathy Cushey's house (410 Railroad Street,
Houston) at 5:30 to decorate the float for the pumpkin
parade.

Saturday, October 13 Meet at the church at 9:00 a.m. to accompany the float

in the parade.

Sat/Sun, October 13/14 Cookie booth at the Pumpkin Festival.

Sunday, October 28 Brainstorm ideas for the best Live Nativity ever! 6:30 -
8:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 25 Live Nativity 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 9 Caroling at the Heritage House 2 - 4.00 p.m. Pizza back

at the church. "Journey to Bethlehem" at Peters Creek
Church 6 - 8:00 p.m.

Monday, December 31 New Year's Eve prayer watch overnight at church. Time
to be announced.

Sunday, January 6 Epiphany Christmas Tree Burning at Wallace's. Time to
be announced.

All youth in grades 7 -12 are invited to join us. Bring a friend or two!! Any questions,
call Kim or Dave Keenan at 724 873-0833, or Sandy Wallace at 724 745-3108. Parents
are always welcome, too!!!!

¥ o
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Tuesday, October 2

Saturday, October 6
Sunday, October 7

Monday, October 8
Thursday, October 11

Friday thru Sunday,
October 12-14
Sunday, October 14

Monday, October 15
Tuesday, October 16
Friday, October 19
Saturday, October 20
Sunday, October 21

Tuesday, October 23
Thursday, October 25
Sunday, October 28

Wednesdays, October 3, 10, 17, & 24

6:45 p.m. Bells

8:00 p.m. Choir

OCTOBER 2007 CHURCH CALENDAR

6:30 p.m. Christian Ed Meeting

7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting

7:30 a.m. Men'’s Prayer Breakfast

11:00 a.m. Communion

Minute for Mission: Barb Mullin from Habitat for Humanity
6:30-8:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

1:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle

10:30 a.m. Hope Keepers

5:30 p.m. Float building at Cushey’s

Pumpkin Festival

9:45 a.m. Pumpkin Festival Worship

11:00 a.m. Regular Worship in Sanctuary
6:30-8:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

6:00-7:30 p.m. Explorers and Adventurers Harvest Festival
7:00 p.m. Joint Session and Deacons meeting
November newsletter articles due in office
7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast

9:00 a.m. Practice for Christmas musical
6:30-8:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle

10:30 a.m. Hope Keepers

9:00 a.m. Practice for Christmas musical

First Consecration Sunday

6:30-8:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

Wednesdays, October 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
10:30 a.m. — Mommie and Me

Thursdays, October 4, 11, 18 & 25
7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Gifts Part I

DEADLINE

x . The deadline for articles for the November 2007 newsletter is Friday, October 19th. Please
- leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s desk or you may email them to the
church. Thank you for your cooperation.
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN OCTOBER 2007

Deacon Greeters:

October 7

October 14

October 21

October 28

Elder Greeters:

October 7

October 14

October 21

October 28

Page 12

GREETERS

Nancy Ward
Jeff Paxton

Isabelle Alderson
Virginia Rockwell

Ruth Baxter
Lee Mason

Lala Patsch
Inez Patsch

Jonnie Swarow (GH)
Carole Borda (GV)
Cathy Cushey (MH)
Rev. CJE (MV)

Rev. CJE (GH)
Gloria Schmalz (GV)
Rob Smith (MH)
Peg Yost (MV)

David Fee (GH)
Rev. CJE (GV)
Thelma Mitchell (MH)

Susan Stonebraker (MV)

Thurman Yost (GH)
Carole Borda (GV)
Rev. CJE (MH)
Cathy Cushey (MV)

Money Counters:

Sandy Wallace
Kathie Purtorti

Liturgist:

Adult Ushers:

October 7

October 14

October 21

October 28

Nursery Workers:

October 7

October 14

October 21

October 28

Elaine Bigler

Rob Smith
Cathy Cushey

Cyndi Powell
Elaine Bigler

Bernadette Stager
Mike Stager

Virginia Rockwell
Skipper

Carrie Cochran
Tonya Decker

Tricia Fee
David Fee

Tina Colletti
Jami Craig

Patty Scott
Shannon Scott
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

The pick up date is a bit earlier this year.
All boxes need to be at the church no later than
Sunday, November 4th. Most items are still on
sale at the stores for school supplies. The boxes
will be in the front pews in early October.

If you need help shopping or want me to do
it for you, call me at 724 745-5017.

Thanks,
Joanie Westcott

Memory Sale

Didn’t get to go to Avalanche Ranch and
wish that you had. Well, it's too late but there
are some memories you can get. We have
some leftovers.

12 music tapes at $4.00 each
33 sets of Bible buddies at $3.50 a set

T-shirts at $6.00 each (1 medium, 10
large and 5 2XL)

See Libby or the booth at the Pumpkin
Festival.

To contact us: 102 North Main Street, Houston, PA 15342
Phone: 724 746-3040 —

Church Office 310; Open Door Nursery 311; Rev. CJE 313; Meals on Wheels 314
Fax number: 724 746-3041
Website: www.houstonpresbyterian.org

Email: fupchouston@hky.com; secretary@houstonpresbyterian.org (for Debbie)

revcje@houstonpresbyterian.org (for Rev. CjE)

fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org (for both Debbie and Rev. CjE)

treasurer@houstonpresbyterian.org (for Cherie)

%
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”



