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HAPPY BITHDAY TO YOU! 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR CHURCH,  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 

 
Dear Friends, 
            
           What a privilege for us to stand in this sanctuary and celebrate the 
120th Anniversary of our congregation’s founding on October 9, 1888! It is 
safe to say that none of us were here to see the ceremony or hear the first 
sermon preached, but we stand on the shoulders of those first 91 charter 
members as heirs. We have inherited the mission that they began: wor-
shipping God through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior in Houstonville, 
PA. The lot our church occupies was a gift of William B. Houston given in 
memory of David Clarke Houston, founder of Houstonville.  We have inher-
ited the church building with this beautiful sanctuary and all the stained 
glass windows, which they dedicated on May 4, 1894 after six years of 
hard work. The original building (sanctuary and basement rooms) cost 
$12,000.00 in 1893.  In 2007 dollars we would be looking at $2,400,389.62 
(GDP per capita) to build the same building.  All the evidence points to the 
fact that those faithful Presbyterians gave of their best to worship and 
serve God right here. 
 
           There have been six generations of faithful church members here in 
Houston. Evidence can be seen in the church building and its expansions. 
But a church is more than a building! The building is only a tool, a place to 
house the worship and mission of faithful followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
           Early mission programs and projects of the church included the 
Women’s Missionary Society,  the Happy Gleaners young people’s groups 
and the Mission Band. In 1969 Meals on Wheels for Canonsburg and 
Houston was founded here at our church by Virginia Craig. In 1971 the 
Open Door Nursery School was begun by Dr. Lewis. In these past ten 
years we have sponsored short-term missionaries, members of our con-
gregation like Jami Craig have traveled to Haiti, Peg and Thurman Yost, 
Bill and Kathy Vogel, Esther and Joe Kusic, Rev. CjE,  Patti Nagy and 
Marianne Blough who have worked with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
in the hurricane recovery efforts along the Gulf Coast.  We worked for two 
years on the local Long Term Recovery Team after the floods of Hurricane 
Ivan. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

 
           How will we celebrate these 120 years of faithfulness? I think the answer is found in He-
brews chapter 12:1-3: 
 

Therefore since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith …  

 
We are called to continue this faithful worship and service into the next decades.  
 
           The mission projects begun decades ago will continue as long as the need continues. But 
new situations bring new challenges. We can continue the mission of our ancestors by being 
creative  in meeting the physical and spiritual needs that arise in these days.  And that is our chal-
lenge. We will be holding events for the congregation to participate in setting our mission direc-
tions in the near future.  We can rest on their laurels or we can be atuned to the call of Christ that 
leads us into new missions right here in Houston and in places more distant because our Lord 
goes out before us and calls us to acts of faithfulness.  
 
           May God bless us with opportunities to make our faithful witness in the coming years as 
our predecessors did in their generations. 
                                                                              
                                                                 Yours in Christ’s Service, 

                                 ���������	
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The Paradoxes of Life 
 
           When I spend myself — body, soul and strength — I find replenishment within. 
 
           When I extend kindness freely, I find kindness growing abundantly within. 
 
           When I give abundantly to God and charity, I find my resources increasing instead 
of diminishing. 
 
           When I exhibit happiness, I find mostly happy responses. 
 
           When I give or serve or share or provide, I receive or am served or shared with or 
provided for in return. 
 
           When I offer peace of mind to another, I discover it growing within myself. 
 
           When I feel at peace with God, I discover I am at peace with the world. 
 
                                                                                      — Charles Ferrell 
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Our History 
 
           In the early 1880’s, the village of Houstonville lay at the junction of Chartiers and Little 
Chartiers Creeks. It had no church except for a little group of the Seceder denomination, meet-
ing occasionally in a small brick building, which stood on the site of the present Templeton Feed 
Mill. About 1884 the citizens felt they would like to have a church, and in May of that year a 
committee met with Chartiers Presbytery to present a request for organization of a United Pres-
byterian Church. The request was granted and a commission of three was appointed. However, 
after canvassing the community, it was decided that a church could not be supported. 
 
           In 1888 the people of the town again expressed the desire to organize a church, and the 
Presbytery was petitioned for that permission. A list of 82 names of people interested was sub-
mitted. Permission was granted and a second commission appointed. The committee held its 
first meeting on October 9, 1888, in the new Town Hall. At this meeting A. T. Haft, S.W. Berry 
and James W. Pollock were chosen as elders and they were installed on November 15, 1888. 
Pulpit supplies were sent to the new congregation, and on October 28, 1888, Mr. E. E. Doug-
lass, a young seminary student preached. The following Sabbath, he again preached, and on 
December 8, 1888, a call was extended to him. He was ordained and installed May 7, 1889. 
 
           For five years the people worshipped in Town Hall, hoping and planning for the time 
when they would have a church home. Then in 1891, Mr. William B. Houston donated the 
ground on which to erect a building, and a committee began to canvass for funds. It was de-
cided that when $7,000 was raised, ground should be broken. This was accomplished in August 
of 1893. The new church was completed and dedicated on May 4, 1894. Cost of the building 
with furnishings was about $12,000. 
 
           From 1900 to 1920 the church membership greatly increased, the debt was liquidated, 
and the church basement enlarged – providing much needed room for Sunday School and so-
cial activities. In 1922 a pipe organ was installed, and in 1928 the building facilities were almost 
doubled with the addition of a Christian Education wing. In 1935 all indebtedness of the church 
was removed when the mortgage was burned. In the 1940’s and early 50’s, plans were made to 
again expand the building and in 1959, a chapel, modern kitchen, Fellowship Hall, Family 
Room, and additional Sunday School rooms were dedicated. 
 
           From 1959 to 1977 a gradual growth in membership was evidenced, as well as a sense 
of Christian outreach. The church sponsored a library, a radio program, became the home base 
of the area Meals-On-Wheels program, and established the valuable weekday “Open Door 
Nursery.” Members of the church developed a "Building Communities of Caring Program" for 
the elderly. A number of the congregation were heavily involved in that project. 
 
           Now, 120 years later, our church supports Meals on Wheels, the Open Door Nursery, 
Sunday School classes for all ages, youth groups, prayer and Bible study groups, music 
groups, women's organizations, and other fellowship organizations. We also hold annual events 
such as Vacation Bible School, the church picnic, family fun night, and the mother-daughter 
banquet. One time events such as dinners, plays, and youth events occur throughout the year. 
We also provide members of our congregation with scholarships and donate time and money to 
various charities both locally and worldwide. Without a doubt, First United Presbyterian Church 
has grown to be an active community for worship and fellowship. 
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Operation Christmas Child 
 
           Operation Christmas Child is great way to bring joy and the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
children in need of hope.  It’s simple to pack a shoe box. 
 

1. Use an empty shoe box or a small plastic container.  (Wal Mart has plastic shoe box 
containers for $1.00) 

2. Determine whether your gift will be for a boy or a girl and the child’s age category:  2-4, 
5-9 or 10-14.  use the appropriate boy/girl label.  Mark the correct age category on the 
label and tape the label to the top of your box. 

3. Fill with gifts.  Gift suggestions are listed to help you with ideas. 
 

¨ School supplies:  pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, stamps and 
ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, 
etc. 

¨ Toys:  small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump 
ropes, small Etch A Sketch, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batter-
ies), Slinky, etc. 

¨ Hygiene Items:  toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), comb, 
washcloth, etc. 

¨ Other:  hard candy and lollipops (please double bag all candy), mints, gum, T-
shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights 
(with extra batteries) 

¨ A Personal Note:  In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to the child 
and a photo of yourself or your family.  (If you include your name and address, 
the child may write back.) 

                      
4. Include your donation.  Please donate $7.00 or more for each box you prepare to help 

cover shipping and other project costs.  If you are preparing more than one shoe box, 
please make one combined donation. 

5. Drop off.  Bring your box or boxes to the church no later than Sunday, November 9th. 
 
           I will have some shoe boxes in the pews as soon as I receive them, hopefully by October 
12th.  If you need help shopping or would like me to shop for you, call me at 724 745-5017. 
 
                                                                            Joanie Bish 
 
 

�����������	�
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           If you have any empty shoe boxes that you are not g oing to use, please bring them 
to the Fellowship Hall as soon as possible.  They w ill be wrapped with Christmas paper 
and used for “Operation Christmas Child” by people who don’t have a box.  Thank you. 
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News from the Deacons 
 
 
           We need the names and addresses for 
our service men and women for gift boxes going 
to Iraq by November 2, 2008 so they can re-
ceive their boxes for Christmas. 
 
           We also need the names and addresses 
of college students so we can send them their 
holiday gifts. 
 
           All Rada Cutlery orders must be submit-
ted no later than Tuesday, November 4th. 
 
           The Deacons will renew the subscription 
to Home Touch which is mailed with the bulletin 
to shut-ins each week. 
 
           The Deacons will host a reception after 
the worship service on Sunday, October 12th for 
the kick off of the stewardship campaign. 
 
           The next Deacons meeting is Tuesday, 
October 7, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room. 
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Chairs and Tables 
 
           Church members are permitted to borrow 
chairs and tables by making a request to the 
secretary, Debbie Booth.  She will put your 
name and the number of chairs and/or tables on 
the calendar to make sure there are not con-
flicts. 
 
           ONLY WOODEN CHAIRS AND TA-
BLES FROM THE SHED ARE ALLOWED TO 
BE BORROWED.  You will need to make ar-
rangements to meet Keith or a Property Com-
mittee member for a key after office hours.  
Newer tables and chairs from the Fellowship 
Hall are to stay in the church to protect  them 
from damage that always occurs in transport.  
Thanks for your cooperation! 

Pumpkin Festival Activities 
 
Friday, October 10: 

¨ 1:00 p.m. build float — call Kim 
Keenan (724 873-0833) or 
Sandy Wallace (724 745-3108) 
for more information. 

 
Saturday, October 11: 

¨ 9:00 a.m. — meet at church for 
parade line up 

 
¨ 10:00 a.m. — parade 

 
¨ 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. — 

cookie booth 
 
Sunday, October 12: 

¨ 10:00 a.m. — Pumpkin Festival 
Worship Service 

¨ 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. — 
cookie booth 
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Music Notes 
 
           Isn't it great to have the Chancel Choir 
and Celebration Ringers back!  Rehearsals 
started on September 10 and we are busy 
working on music for the 120th Anniversary 
Celebration.  We are celebrating on October 5 
and will have music from the Chancel Choir, 
Celebration Ringers, and Children's Choir.  
Members from the Chancel Choir will also be 
joining the choir from the Methodist church to 
sing for the Pumpkin Festival on October 12. 
 
           There are many opportunities for the 
children to participate in music this fall.  The 
Christmas musical rehearsals will begin on 
Sunday, October 19, at 9:00 a.m. before Sun-
day School.  We will rehearse in the big Sun-
day School room downstairs.  Lil' Chimers will 
begin on Sunday, November 2, at 9:45 a.m.  
This is for children in Kindergarten through 
fourth grade.  They will rehearse in the Chapel.  
The Hymn Dingers is available for children in 
fifth grade and up. They rehearse on Sunday 
morning at 9:15 a.m..  We hope you will be a 
part of one or more of these groups and join us 
in praising the Lord.   
 
           Chancel Choir rehearsal is on Wednes-
day at 8:00 p.m.  If you like sing, consider join-
ing us.  We would love to see some new faces.  
Students in Junior/Senior High are also wel-
come to join. 
 
        Celebration Ringers rehearse on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  We are in need of 
substitutes for practice.  If you can read music 
or think you would like to try playing bells, let 
Karen know.   
 
           We just got started, and we already 
have a very busy schedule.  We hope you will 
think about joining us as we praise the Lord in 
song. 
 
                                                       Karen  
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           GREETERS 
 

Deacon Greeters: 
 

              
       October 5           Jeff Paxton 
                                Nancy Ward 
 
      October 12         Nancy Martinez 
                                Lee Mason 
 
      October 19         Dottie Lesnock          
                                Isabelle Alderson 
 
      October 26         Inez Patsch 
                                Lala Patsch 
 
                                               

Elder Greeters: 
 
 

      October 5           Kathie Putorti (GH) 
                                Cathy Cushey (GV) 
                                Thurman Yost (MH) 
                                 Kristie Coppola (MV)          
 

      October 12         Thelma Mitchell (GH) 
                                Rev. CjE (GV) 
                                Gloria Schmalz (MH) 
                                Grier Adamson (MV) 
 
      October 19         Jonnie Swarow (GH) 
                                Rob Smith (GV) 
                                Rev. CjE (MH) 
                                John Jones (MV) 
 

      October 26         Thelma Mitchell (GH) 
                                Gloria Schmalz (GV) 
                                Dave Fee (MH) 
                                Rev. CjE (MV) 
 

                        
Money Counters: 
 

           Buddy Jeffers 
           John Zanaglio 
 
 

 
Liturgist:       Elaine Bigler 
 
 

Adult Ushers:          
 
           October 5                Renee Poland 
            
           October 12              Margaret Strimel 
 
           October 19              Joe Gordon 
 
           October 26 
 
       
 
Nursery Workers: 
 
 

      October 5            Jami Craig 
                                 Connor Craig 
 
      October 12          Jackie Orbich 
                                 James Orbich 
 
      October 19          Tonya Decker 
                                 Carrie Cochran 
 
      October 26          Sandy Wallace 
                                 Haley Wallace 
 
       
 
 

            

 
 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN OCTOBER 2008 



DEADLINE 
 

            The deadline for articles for the November 2008 newsletter is 
Friday, October 17th .  Please leave any articles you may have on 
the secretary’s desk or you may email them to the church.  Thank 
you for your cooperation. 

OCTOBER 2008 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
 
Friday, October 3               10:00 a.m. Property Committee meet to dismantle stove 
Saturday, October 4           9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Commissioned Lay Pastor Training in 
                                                      Family Room 
                                           New oven installation 
Sunday, October 5             120th Anniversary Celebration 
                                           9:30 a.m. Children’s Choir in Chapel 
                                           11:00 a.m. World Communion Sunday 
                                           Noon:  120th Anniversary Dinner 
Tuesday, October 7           7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Friday, October 10             1:00 p.m. Decorate float 
Saturday, October 11         9:00 a.m. Pumpkin Festival Parade lineup (meet at church) 
                                           10:00 a.m. Pumpkin Festival Parade 
                                           10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Cookie Booth 
Sunday, October 12           10:00 a.m. Pumpkin Festival Worship 
                                           11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Cookie  Booth 
Monday, October 13          1:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle 
Sunday, October 19           1:30 p.m. CROP Walk at Cecil Park Pavilion on Montour Trail 
Monday, October 20          6:30-7:30 p.m. Preschool Adventurers Harvest Festival 
Tuesday, October 21         7:00 p.m. Session 
 
Sunday, October 5, 12  and 19: 
           5:00-6:00 p.m. Praise Band 
           6:00-8:00 p.m. 1st UP Youth 
 
Wednesday, October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29: 
           6:30 p.m. Bells 
           8:00 p.m. Choir 
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Mission Trip Update 
 

           Marianne Blough was on a work crew which helped demolish Victor's old house.  She re-
ceived this update. 
 

           Victor Igich is well and came through the storm just fine. We had a delay in the volunteers 
coming to finish the house by August. The lot is cleared and foundation done, just needing the 
building to start. I now have a new volunteer group coming through the end of this month and all 
of October who are dedicated to building Victor’s home. Volunteers for labor are hard to come by 
during the summer months being that it is so hot down here and then with the threat of the hurri-
canes, we have had, it has deterred a lot of volunteers from coming until October. But I think we 
are now on the right track.  
 

           Victor is happy with the progress and talks to me on a weekly basis and seems to be 
pleased that the new group will start in just a few weeks. He was just in my office yesterday ask-
ing if I was ok after the storm, he is always concerned with the outcome of others. He has cancer 
and is dealing with that, but according to him the treatments are going well and he only has one 
more round of medicine to go. I think they caught it early.  
 

           If you want to share this with your church members, that is fine. Ask them to think and pray 
for him while we continue to recover him from Katrina. Most people think that rebuilding some-
one’s life and home takes just a few days, but when you have to deal with zoning issues, funding 
for the homes, volunteers and all the right things happening at the right time things can slow down 
and take a while. I feel that he is so close and that his home will be started soon and for that I am 
so excited.  
 

           We appreciate all the work your group did while you were here and hope that we have 
many hard working volunteer groups come this way in the future. The work has yet to be finished 
here on the Gulf Coast and we are working every day to finish well.   Julie Fife — Client Recovery 
Specialist 
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Jack-O-Lantern Jog 
 
           The Jack-O-Lantern Jog Race Committee is proud to announce that again this year a joint 
scholarship fundraiser will be held to benefit the Community Scholarship Foundation of Canon-
McMillan and the Bucks for Bucs Scholarship Foundation of Chartiers-Houston.  The two groups 
are working together to raise money for scholarships! 
 

Date:  October 25, 2008 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 5K Race/Walk — 9:15 a.m. Skeleton Stroll 

Place:  Central Van & Storage, 595 Meadowlands Blvd., Washington, PA 
Pre-registration (by October 20):  $15.00 5K Race/Walk — $12.00 Skeleton Stroll 

$18.00 Day of Race — $15.00 Day of Stroll 
Awards, Fun Awards, Special Prizes and Raffle 

 
           Committee members from our church include:  Dottie Lesnock 724 745-2465, Susan 
Stonebraker 724 745-9190 and Sandy Wallace 724 745-3108. 
 
           Website:  www.eteamz.com/jackolanternjog 



How to reach us: 
 
 

Church phone number: 
             724 746-3040 

 
Church Office                 310 
Open Door Nursery        311 
Rev. CjE                         313 
Meals on Wheels            314 

 
Church fax number: 

             724 746-3041 
 

Email address: 
fupc@houstonpresbyterian.org 

Website: 
www.houstonpresbyterian.org 

First United Presbyterian Church 
102 North Main Street 
Houston, PA  15342 
 
 

Nonprofit organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
 

Houston, PA  15342 
Permit #4 

“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!” 
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