Dear Friends,

Labor Day Weekend marks the end of summer recreational activi-
ties and the beginning of fall's serious work. So it is fitting that we take a
look at our spiritual understanding of work and vocations.

Most of us draw a distinction between a calling, that is a
“vocation”, and work that is “just a job” to pay the bills, - though “just hav-
ing a job” is a pretty good thing these days especially. A calling includes
a strong desire to do a certain work and usually comes with a great deal
of satisfaction, so much so that the called worker sometimes doesn’t
even care much about the paycheck. Doing a good job is satisfying. A job
requires certain strength or skills be applied but the job can be “left at
work” when the time is up and the pay is definitely the big satisfaction.

The spiritual aspect is revealed when we ask, “Who is calling?” If
God is calling you to a certain kind of work then you are on the right track
to a vocation. If God calls you to farm the land or build a house or keep
the financial records you have a spiritual calling every bit as much as the
minister, preacher, or Sunday School teacher who studies the Bible and
prays. Pay doesn’t matter. If in your retirement you are called by God to
serve in a particular type of volunteer work, it may be the vocation you've
been looking for all your adult life! Buy the way, Bible reading and prayer
are — or ought to be — part of everyone’s daily life. After all, God has
called each one of us to be Christians following our Lord Jesus Christ.

John Calvin, our Presbyterian founder, urged everyone to strive to
live out our Christian vocation, our calling, at all times.

“According to the medieval church, only a priest or monk was actu-
ally living an authentic Christian life. Calvin strongly disagreed,
maintaining that all of life’s worldly occupations may be blessed by
God. It is no more noble to be a lawyer or minister (like Calvin)
than to be a plumber. Calvin believed that those living in the “real
world” had a calling from God. Even the humblest occupation pro-
vides opportunities to give God glory: “From this calling will arise
also a singular consolation: that no task will be so sordid and
base, provided you obey your calling in it, that it will not shine and
be reckoned very precious in God’s sight.” (Institutes, 3.11.6.)

(Continued on page 2)
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All of us are called to be Christian at work and at leisure. There is no vacation! Here are
Calvin’s guidelines gathered from the scriptures:

1.

4.

We are called to self-denial because we belong, not to ourselves, but to God. Therefore
we live for God. Self-denial not only deepens our relationship with God it leads to right
relations with other people. (William Stacy Johnson, John Calvin, Reformer for the 21st
Century, Westminster John Knox Press, 2009, p. 67)

The Christian life entails cross-bearing. “If we pattern our life on the cross, we will be
led to trust in God, to be patient and obedient. It will condition us to face adversity when
it comes, and so we will interpret life’s difficulties as part of God’s “fatherly chastise-
ment.” read “discipline”. (William Stacy Johnson, John Calvin, Reformer for the 21st
Century, Westminster John Knox Press, 2009, p. 68)

We are called as Christians to meditation on the future life. “Thinking about the future
life that awaits us gives us a proper perspective on the present life.” (William Stacy
Johnson, John Calvin, Reformer for the 21st Century, Westminster John Knox Press,
2009, p. 68)

We are called to proper use of the present life. We should always use the things of this
life in a way that gives honor to God, according to God'’s intention. We should neither
be too strict nor too lax, seeking moderation according to our conscience, living mod-
estly as good stewards of all that God has entrusted to our care. (William Stacy John-
son, John Calvin, Reformer for the 21st Century, Westminster John Knox Press, 2009,
p. 68)

On this coming Labor Day Sunday, we will offer our time at work and the efforts of our
minds and bodies to God’s service. Please wear or bring some item that can signify the work you
do. Uniforms, work clothes, caps, nametags, tools, brief case, schoolbooks or backpacks, tele-
phone or computer — we all use some form of identification with the work we do - even in retire-
ment. Together we will consider fulfilling our Christian Calling.

God bless you in your efforts to be productive in the service of God’s Kingdom come on
earth as it is in Heaven.

Yours in Christ’'s Service,

IOISEIOZICHI
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The History and Theology
of the Reformation

The History and Theology of the
Reformation a four-part class taught by
Greg Graybill, will be held on Wednesday,
September 9, 16, 23 and 30th at Burgetts-
town Presbyterian Church from 6:00 to
7:00 p.m. Greg earned his doctorate
from Oxford on this subject.
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AP Operation Christmas Child
(__‘

Now is the time to buy crayons,
pens, pencils, etc. for the shoe
boxes in November. These items are all
on sale for school children. When you
think about it November is only 2 months
away.
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Don’t miss the World Premiere
of a brand new musical comedy!

Temporarily Tartan
Book, Music and Lyrics by
Shirley Haviland Pohl

Shirley Pohl is excited to announce that
the Crowne Plaza Cabaret Dinner Theatre will
host the World Premiere of her new musical
comedy, Temporarily Tartan. The play repre-
sents a very special blessing that God has given
her. It will run weekends in October from the
9th through the 31st. Licensing rights to Tartan
have already been picked up by a New York
agency, and, in fact, a theatre in lowa is sched-
uled to do a production of this play later this
year.

Temporarily Tartan is the story of a Pitts-
burgh promotions firm who had booked The
Four Tartans, a popular 50’s singing group, to
perform at a big sold-out benefit concert. Prob-
lems begin when the Tartans accidentally go to
Pittsburg, Kansas and can’t make it in time for
the concert. The four account execs have three
options: (1) they can refund the money (but
they've already spent it), (2) they can go to jall,
or (3) they can try to pass themselves off as The
Four Tartans. They choose option #3, and, af-
ter many hilarious mishaps, they emerge as
“stars”.

If you'd like to see, hear and enjoy the

special gift God has given Shirley, just call 724
746-1178 for reservations.
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Limited Mobility Parking

The Session has realized the need for
more accessible parking spaces nearest the
Fellowship Hall doors for folks who have dif-
ficulties walking, breathing or carrying
things — this includes expectant mothers and
parents with babies. Additional officially
sized and marked Handicapped Parking
spaces are not feasible, so we have a pro-
posal for the congregation.

LET US CONSIDER THE PARKING
LOT BEHIND THE CHURCH AS A LIM-
ITED MOBILITY PARKING LOT. THIS
DESIGNATION WOULD BE FOR SUNDAY
MORNINGS ONLY.

Those who have difficulties, either
permanent or temporary, will have plenty of
spaces near the two doors to Fellowship Hall
which are our accessible entries with no
steps. Those who are able to walk more eas-
ily may park in either the Main Street lot or
the Old School House lot. For many years
the funeral home and our church have
shared our parking lots. This has worked
well to increase parking lot spaces for every-
one.

We would like to offer “valet parking”
for those who may need extra help if volun-
teers are willing in order to make church at-
tendance as accessible as possible for all
our members and visitors in all kinds of
weather. If you are willing to volunteer,
please tell Rev. CJE.

There are several church members
who no longer drive and would like someone
to bring them to church. Public transporta-
tion is not available on weekends. If you are
willing to pick up a church member we will
try to match you with someone nearby.
Please call the church office at 724 746-
3040.
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News from the Deacons

Scrip (gift card) orders will be sent in
monthly. Orders are due the second Sunday
of each month.

The Deacons would like to thank eve-
ryone who contributed cookies, prayer
shawls and prayers for the Chartiers Creek
Work Camp Project. We received and deliv-
ered well over the 90 dozen cookies that
were requested. We also donated 24 prayer
shawls. We are truly blessed with love in our
congregation.

The Church picnic was a great suc-
cess. We had about 50 guests in atten-
dance. We had hot dogs and chicken and a
variety of delicious covered dishes and des-
serts. Some played horseshoes, ladders,
and a water balloon game while other played
bingo and a do-you-know-who game. It was
a wonderful evening of fellowship. Thank
you to all of those who attended and helped
in an evening of fun.

The next Deacon meeting will be Sep-
tember 1, 2009 in the Family Room.

What missions or activities would you
like the Deacons to sponsor. Let us know
you suggestions. Tell any Deacon your idea.

News from the Treasurer and
Budget & Finance

Thank you to the congregation for
your continued stewardship. Our church is
doing well during the economic downturn.
The leaders of the church were not sure
what the year was going to bring. Your
continued support has helped in a time of
great stress.

Buddy Jeffers & Cherie Kisla

Offering Envelopes

Please be sure to write specific in-
structions on your giving envelope if you
would like your offering to go to a special
cause. | only see your envelope, so if you
write your instructions on your check, | will
not see them and your offering will not be
properly coded.

Also, when using dove envelopes,
please be sure to write your full name so
that 1 may enter your offering properly.
Thank you very much for your coopera-
tion.

Cherie Kisla

Preschool Teacher Aide Needed

The Thomas Christian Preschool in Eighty Four, PA is currently seeking an experienced,
caring and creative Preschool Teacher Aide for their 4 and 3 year old preschool classes starting
in September 2009. Class times are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.
This person must possess a high school diploma and have at least 1 year experience working
with children. Call the church office at 724 941-8910 in the morning. Or, please email your re-

sume to: normajeanl1l109@verizon.net.
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Marriage Enrichment Program

You are invited to attend a free marriage
enrichment weekend program at Canonsburg
UP Church on Friday, September 11 from 6:00
to 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, September 12th
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. This program is in
partnership with  TWOgether Pittsburgh, our
area’s largest and most comprehensive mar-
riage initiative.

Marriage is a special gift. This program
will encourage you in your marriage. It prom-
ises to be a blessing for your marriage.

Let's face it...ALL marriages take work.
Kids, jobs, bills and the general stress of life can
strain even the best of us. You have a relatively
healthy marriage, but you want to enrich or en-
hance your relationship because you recognize
it's the most important facet of your life.

Pre-registration is required! Childcare is
available upon request. Contact Stephanie
Zents at 724 745-0900 ext. 202 for more infor-
mation or to register. Please register by Mon-
day, September 7th.

Becoming One Seminar

Becoming One Seminar (formerly called
“Pre-Cana”) for people planning to be married or
recently married will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 3 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Community
United Methodist Church in Irwin. The cost is
$45 per couple which includes continental
breakfast, lunch, dinner and workshop materi-
als. Preregistration is required. For more infor-
mation see their website at www.Becomingl.
info or email at info@Becomingl.info.
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Grief and Loss Support Group

September 9 through October 14, 2009
Every Wednesday
1:00 to 2:30 p.m.
North Wing Dining Room
Canonsburg Hospital
To register call:
724 745-6100 ext. 4118
There is no cost for this program.

CROP Walk 2009

Mark your calendars! Lace up your
favorite walking shoes and join us for the
CROP Walk on Sunday, October 18, 2009.
The walk will be held at Cecil Park (meet at
the pavilion closest to the Cecil Township
building) at 2:00 p.m.

We will walk approximately 5 miles
on the Montour Trail (from Cecil Park to the
entrance of the National Tunnel and back to
the park).

We will also be collecting canned
goods the day of the walk to be donated to
the Canonsburg Food Pantry.

If you have any questions, please
contact Amy Wiszczor at 724 745-4693 or
ayw218@hotmail.com.

Hope to see you there!

CROF

OF
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Hospice Volunteers Needed

The Albert Gallatin Home Care and Hos-
pice for the Washington/Canonsburg and Mo-
nongahela areas is in need of volunteers. They
have a great need for volunteers who are willing
to visit patients, run errands, or do odd jobs.
Many of their patients are lonely and would just
like some companionship. Others have a hard
time getting out to the store for some vital neces-
sities.

Hospice offers 3 types of volunteer oppor-
tunities:

1. Direct care volunteers: These are volunteers,
ages 16 and older, who provide direct support
to a patient or family member through activi-
ties such as sitting with a patient to provide
relief to a caregiver, running errands for a pa-
tient or family member, being a friend to the
patient or caregiver, helping those who are
grieving, praying with a patient, reading, sing-
ing or offering other services to assist with
emotional or spiritual support.

2. Clerical/ladministrative volunteers: These are
volunteers, ages 12 and older, who assist in
the office and provide support through clerical
activities.

3. Special projects volunteers: These are volun-
teers of any age who are part of a group or
work independently to provide support to the
office staff or to provide comfort items for pa-
tients.

New hospice volunteers participate in free
training that provides information regarding the
hospice philosophy of care, volunteer roles, com-
munication skills, the psychosocial and spiritual
aspects of death, and the interdisciplinary ap-
proach to hospice care. On average, hospice
volunteers give 4-8 hours per month.

Please contact Pam Ridge at 724 483-
4109 for more information.
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CD and DVD Exchange

In conjunction with the Chicken Din-
ners this summer we will be having a CD
and DVD Exchange Fundraiser. The next
one will be held at the next Chicken Dinner
which is on Saturday September 19.

Collect up any unwanted CD’s and
DVD’s that you may have lying around the
house and bring them down to the Chicken
Dinner. There will be an area set up next to
the entrance of the Fellowship Hall during
the Chicken Dinner where you can purchase
or exchange CD’s and DVD’s. If you bring
in CD’s or DVD’s to exchange you may do
so for a $2.00 donation to the roof fund. If
you do not have any to donate you can still
browse the selection and purchase the CD’s
and DVD’s through a $4.00 donation to the
roof fund.

Ivan Parker Concert

Please join The Church of the Cove-
nant for exciting evening of praise and wor-
ship with multi-award winning artist, Ivan
Parker.

The concert will be held at The
Church of the Covenant, 267 East Beau
Street, Washington on September 24, 2009
at 7:00 p.m. Advance tickets are $12.00,
$15.00 at the door (if available). All seats
are general admission. Tickets are avail-
able by mail or at the church. Call 724 222-
0190. Make checks payable to The Church
of the Covenant.

The Heavenly Herald



Page 7 The Heavenly Herald




LAST DAY TO PLACE ORDERS FOR SEPTEMBER IS September 12, 2009.
NO EXCEPTIONS!

Ordering Information:

1
2.
3.

No ok

8.

Please bring cash, money order or food stamps. No checks accepted.

Distribution date is September 19, 2009 between 8:15 and 9:15 AM unless notified otherwise.

Ordering and distribution will be at Meadow Lands United Methodist Church, 535 Pike Street, Meadow Lands PA
15347, (724) 228-3370.

A medium box or laundry basket will be needed to carry your order home.

Any order not picked up may be considered relinquished and possibly given to a family in need!

A receipt or proper ID is required to pick up your order.

We are unable to take orders by phone or email. Orders may be mailed to PO Box 745, Meadowlands PA 15347
accompanied by a money order and a SSAE and must be received no later than Sept. 12, 2009.

Angel Food Ministries reserves the right to substitute any of the menu items due to availability, cost & quality.

POLICY ON FORGOTTEN BOXES

We und
forgettin

erstand how things can happen (family emergencies, changing work schedules, miscommunications or just plain
g). In any case, we find it necessary to publish a policy.

We cannot take responsibility for the condition of the food that is left after pick up time has expired. Much of the
food is frozen and may thaw or spoil.

If we cannot reach you, your food will be given away to a needy family.

We cannot refund your money!

Order Form

Name: Signature Box x $30 =

Address: Senior Box X $28 =
Allergen-Free X $35 =

Phone: Special #1 x $23 =

Email: Special #2 X $22 =

Meadow Lands United Methodist Church Special #3 x $21 =

535 Pike St., Meadow Lands PA 15347

(724) 228-3370 Special #4 X $22 =

Pastor Jeff Conn

AFM Reps: Tammy Donahue, Hazel Bradshaw Thanks Box X $36 =

Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 AM

Sunday School for children under 6™ grade TOTAL

during worship service
Sunday School with classes for all ages at 10:45 The time for Morning Worship will change
AM to resume after Labor Day to 9:00 AM beginning September 13, 2009.

Page 8

The Heavenly Herald



SERVING THE CHURCH IN SEPTEMBER 2009

Deacon Greeters:

September 6

September 13

September 20

September 27

Elder Greeters:
September 6

September 13

September 20

September 27
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GREETERS

Virginia Rockwell (GV)
Lynn Smith (MV)
Renee Poland (GH)
Skipper Maxfield (MH)

Bethany Carder (GV)
Dottie Lesnock (MV)
Rob Smith (GH)
Skipper Maxfield (MH)

Cherie Kisla (GV)
Nancy Martinez (MV)
Margaret Strimel (GH)
Skipper Maxfield (MH)

Lala Patsch (GV)

Inez Patsch (MV)
Linda Young (GH)
Skipper Maxfield (MH)

Gloria Schmalz (GH)
Buddy Jeffers (GV)
Rev. CJE (MH)
Thelma Mitchell (MV)

Kathie Putorti (GH)
Rev. CJE (GV)

Grier Adamson (MH)
Rob Smith (MV)

Thelma Mitchell (GH)
Grier Adamson (GV)
Jonnie Swarow (MH)
Rev. CJE (MV)

Rev. CJE (GH)
Kathie Putorti (GV)
(MH)

Rob Smith (MV)

Money Counters:

Kristie Coppola
Kathie Putorti

Liturgist:
Tyler Keenan
Nursery Workers:

Tina Colletti
Jami Craig

September 6

September 13 Sandy Wallace

Haley Wallace

September 20 Elaine Bigler
Hunter Bigler
September 27 Kristin McCarty

Kristie Coppola
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SEPTEMBER 2009 CHURCH CALENDAR

Tuesday, September 1 7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting
Sunday, September 6 9:30 a.m. Sunday School Rally Day Breakfast
Monday, September 7 Office Closed for Labor Day
Tuesday, September 8 6:30 p.m. Christian Ed meeting

Washington Presbytery meeting at Cross Creek
Sunday, September 13 Communion

12:00 p.m. Discovery Class
Deacons’ gift card orders due
Tuesday, September 15 7:00 p.m. Session
Wednesday, September 16 October Newsletter articles due in office

6:30 p.m. Bells
8:00 p.m. Choir
Saturday, September 19 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Grilled Chicken Dinner and CD/DVD Resale and
Exchange
Sunday, September 20 12:00 p.m. Discovery Class
Saturday, September 26 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Book Club
Sunday, September 27 12:00 p.m. Discovery Class

Wednesday, September 30 6:30 p.m. Bells: 8:00 p.m. Choir

Thursday, September 3, 10, 17, and 24:
7:00-8:30 p.m. Bible Study and Prayer Group in Family Room. This group is studying The
Book of The Revelation led by Bill Speakman.

Mondays , 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Doug Schmidt 724 747-3821
Tuesdays , 8:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous, Larry Alling 724 746-3425

Thursdays , 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. New AA group, Marsha Lewis 724 916-4302

0O0O0o0Do0Do0o0doDooo0ooooooDoooooooaoad

Discovery Class

The Discovery Class will begin
again starting September 13th with
lunch right after church.

00 0o0o0oooooaoag
0O00OO0o0Oooooao

Ooo0Do0DoDooooooodooooooooooooag

P DEADLINE

J,‘" / / 0
- ™ The deadline for articles for the October 2009 newsletter is Wednesday,
' September 16th . Please leave any articles you may have on the secretary’s
~— desk or you may email them to the church. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Phone Prayer Chain

A phone prayer chain is available for any-
one desiring prayer for themselves or others.
Just call Maryann Clark at 724 745-6508 and
she will put your request out to the people on
! " the prayer chain.
# % "
% & ' (

++
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“THE LOVE OF THE LORD IS THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR MISSI ON!”



